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"IO in it's Polen uve purity, 
Being 


[An an{wer to a late Book of Mr. 
Henry Danvers, I :3tutled 


A Treatiſe of laying on of Hands. 
W herein | 
His miſtakes and cloudy appre- 


henfions about it, are in a. faithful and friendly 
manner r<Rified» his grand obieftions anſwered, and 
impoſition of hands upon baptiſed Believers, as ſuch 
with Prayer for the Spirit of Promiſe is proved, to be a 
holy and divine [nſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, and accor- 
 dingly;praiged by the Apoſtles and primitive Saints. 


Together 


With the teſtimony of many famous Writers, both 


Antient, and of later times concerning it. 


By B.X, 


— 


| Plal. 119 T4t- I am ſmall and deſpiſed: , yet ag not 
I forget thy Pricepts, 
la. 58.12. Azd they that ſhall be of thee, ſhall build 
| the old waſt plates, thou ſhalt raiſe up the foundati- 
ons of many Generations ,” and ſhall-be called the re: 
| porrer of the breach, , the reſtorer if 40-58 to dwell in, 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory, - 


Unto the Congregations of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who upon confeſſion of 
Faith have been Baptized, and are 

_ under tmpoſition of Hands in South 
Wales, Grace, Mercy, and Peace be 
multiplyed. a7 


Brethren, 


OtwithRanding the glorious Light 
that hath broken forth among us 
intheſe latter times, yet we ſee 
groſs darkneſs covering the face 

of the Earth ; nay, and our Hea- 

yens are not ſo clear as we hope c*re long to be- 
hold rhem, for although rhe Light # come , yer 

L olory of the Lord is but ariſing por: us ; ours 


but the morning of that longed for day , and 
mag A 3 woo 


ISLES. "to. 38-1") 


"4 The Epiſtle Deatcatory. | 
poor S107 is but a looking forth of the Wilder: 
neſs and from hence ip is, there is ſo many diffe- 
zences'and diviſions amongſt us, we ſpeak as we 
ſee and accerdingto.the Light we have received, || 
and accordingly we are bound by the authority , 
of Divine precept to walk : God gradually dif. 
covers higaſelf , and the 4rue Order and Form of | 
his Houſe and Worfliip wato us , and though 77 
we {till are labouring under many difficulties, FA 
havins had much Rubbiſh to remove (like as the 
Children of 1ſ7.1c! had, when they came out o| 
the ſeventy years. captivity. ) and many ave 
Enifeavoured ro weakth our hands , ,yer through ki 
infinite. Faces. E.may. ſay.thetoundation- vt the © 
Hon &f God-is, laid ; Thaugh, "ae. who | 
w31'd buildrarrior: figd the Wall » and others 
ftrive'to brinpiin a ſtone, of Babylo# for a Cour 
ner , whilſt ſome others endeavour to..caſt away 
a princypfe Piſtar , tecauſe it hath lain a long _ 
time corrupted and covered -amongft the Anti 4 
Chriftian Rubbiſh. Reformation is a glor:ou! 
work , and tis that we ail long and breath aiter} 
Mr. Ds. hath been helpful of late ro the Churc! 
of God ' in the buſineſs of Baptiſm ) but fo! af: 
wattiot further Light, loſt! his way on a ſuddet p_. 
by which means L perceive.many who are in on ,. 
reſpe& much, behind: him, :n: another are g« |. 
before.him , and may (as far as Lcan judg| _- 
get into. Cana4y:as ſoon as he. Impoſirion © 
Hangs is the principleof. our preſent controver 
fe, and it is ro he lamented; that. in- ſuch a day 
as trt3 we ſhould be forced to a work of thi 
| oo 19-0 natur! 
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Thc. Epiſtle Dedicatory 
nature, our Brother:upon this conſideration was 
diſſwaded from doing that which- we -ſee now is 


\ publiſhed to the world , and rather upon this ac- 


count then any ether, for few judged 'it would do 
the.truth it ſelf much injury, by wealning the 
hearts or hands -of ſuch as were eſtabliſhed in 


' -it, pr 2nquiring after 'ir,, nay ſome*'were ready 


10 judge it ſcarce :deſerved an Ariſwert But 0- 
thars confidering how well he wrote a little be- 
forgupon the other principle , 'had thoughts it 
might upen thar account” the more likely rend 
to the intangling 0:-the weak , and more unwary 


' Chriſtian, And now as'tonching my underta- 


king in the work 2s:I judged my elf ever 

ways uncapable in. the reſpe& of others 3 ſo it 
was not: my thoughts nor purpoſe to-have been 
concerned , till I wasput upon it by ſome in this 


| Ciry-,cand- conſidering rhe backwardneſs of o- 


thers in, the matter , "that did the more induce 
me.thereto, And though ir be bur abruptly. 


" done, yet ſuch as it is; I here” preſent to your” 
- ſerious. peruſal and. :confideration of all fuch, 
'' whoſe Souls long after: the good,, full -reſtora-. 
' tion .and: perfeCtion. of S:iz7, hoping the God 
| of Truth will make it find entertainment in the 
| hearts of rhe humble, alrhoughl expect ir will 
| be lighted by ſuch who .are paſſionately. opinio. 
| nated of their own attainments and perſwaltons, 
| and who think it below them to receive inſtructi- 


on from ſuch who are inferiour to them. It is 


' the grief of ſome of your Souls (as I have 
1 ground to believe) to ſee any -whom you love. 


A 4 and 


TheE pil le Dedicdtar oþ 


and tender im the Lord, ;;ſetting themſe!yes a-' ' 


gainf} ſo holy an.Inſtirution of Jeſus Chriſt , but 
| oat this. you wil find in peruſal of this 
enſuing difcourſe,, though..there are too! many 
found amongft Baprized [Chriſtians , utterly 


, - 
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_ £ 


diſalowing and rejecting of it; nay , and ſeern| - 
not deſirous to, know.or enquire after the mind of - 


God herein, yet marly godly perſons both of 


the Presbyterian and Hallependant perſwaſion (al- 


though dark and negligent abour the buſineſs of 
Baptiſm ); have brearhed-, longed , and ſearched 
after the knowledge and diſcovery of this truth, 
nay and ,haye attained. to. a good underſtanding 
_- fatiffaftion herein; having laboured after a 
perfe&t reſtoration of it, -to it's primitive uſe 


and purity”, refiniag and draining of it from 


thoſe corrnptions, and mutations of the Pop:( 
Church , not only in re{pe&t of thoſe aboniina- 
ble additions, and mixtures of chriſm , and other 
ridiculous ceremonies in it's adminiſtration , but 
alſo in reſpect of rhe. ſubje& ro whom: 64 right 
it doth belong , as doth abundantly appear in 
a Treatiſe of Mr. Jonathan Hanmores, writ i658. 
about which time tis apparent their Spirits were 


very hot upon it. I find Mr, Car;! (writing E- 


piſtilary wiſe in commendation of the ſaid book) 
ſpeaking thus, 7 conceive(faith he the learned 
Anthour of theſe Elabonate exercitations hath 
drferucd will of the Churches, by clearino the 
way of theſe ' admiſſions from Scripture grounds, 
a4 the, conenrrent teſtimony of many , both An- 
tient and. Moder Writers ; As alſo by diſco- 
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The Epifile Dedicatory, 
wering and removing thoſe Popifh additions and 


| pollutions . which by ſeveral ſteps have crept 


;nto it, And further he ſays thar this mgenious 
and pions evertare bolds forth more , then moſt 
Churches have hitherro atained. 


Alſo Mr. YVennings honeſt and judicious ex- 
preſlions ( in his Epiftle co the ſame Treatiſe.) I 
can't well omit ( ſpeaking concerning ) reforma- 
tion and godlineſs , ſaith he', Either by reaſon 
of our dim-ſiphtedneſs , being not able to ſee afar 
off”, nor penetrate unto the depth and bottom of 
them , or by reaſon of the abuſive traditions, and 
Corrupt gloſſes , with which for many Ages they 
have been clouded and over-caſt , many truths 


' ſeem not to be ſo clear, but they need further 


tlearing , antong others ſuch vas relate to Church 
Difcipune ant order , have for a long time been 
inder debate ; and not without ſome conſiderable 
advantage , thauch I humbly conceive we havs 
not attained fo far as te be already perfe& , It 
remains therefore that we preſs forward, and not be 
ſo paſſionately fond of eur prepoſſeft cenceptions, 


as not to have the patience to conſider what may be 


' offercd tous , eſpecially by ſuch as are well-wiſhers 


to Ston , and deſirous to ſee the Goſpel Temple m 
21's beauty, If any Perſons are ſpirited to ſearch 
after further knowledge 1m theſe affairs , ro dig 
for it as for hid treaſures and when they have 
found a Vein of Golden ore, to refine and 
ſtamp it for 'us., we fhould be in readineſs to 
regerve the truth in the love of it , and pay the 

| tribute 
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The. Epifile D:di: tory. 
. 2ribute and homage.of - obedience. for the ſake of the 
God of Truth, whoſe Image, ayd Superſcription 


it bears. 


bonus oder veritatis ex requalivet, tut if any are 
wader ſuch a fear, I think I may aſſure them. 
that they are more afraid then hurt , yea afraid, 


where no fear 1s , as they will quickly find of they | 


w:ll plea e 9 C0136 and fee, 
j 
i could wih our diſſe..ting Brethren would 
weigh the matter with more ſeriouſneſs , and 
Chriſtian moderation, ſith there hath been by ſo 
many perſons of different perſwaſions , ſuch a di- 
| lizent 
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The Epiillc Dedicatary. 
ligent ſcruting made adVeritatemn inrefftinandany 
and ſuch holy longings and breathings zaicer the 
mind of God, hereia the refit were of havins 
been a ſingular agreement rou_hing the 1hinz it 
ſelf. Bur it may ſeem ſtrange | mult confe's io ail 
diſcerning Chriſtians, thar ſuch perſons {iron 
not be able to diſcoyer or find out the Anti-chri't-* 
on polutions and mutations in Baptiſm 3 .in re;pe-t 
of the ſubjet and manner of Baptizing Which 
is ſo apparently contrary to the Goſpel rule and 
pattern alſo, O that the God of Iſrael would be 
pleaſed to open the eyes of fome eminent ones 
amongſt them to ſee rhe pnre chryftal ſtream of 
this Inſtiturion of the Lord Jeius, or help them 
tro uſe Mr. YVennings phraſe, to find the Vein of 
this golden ore, ſince they will not receive it , as 
it hath been refined and ready ftampt for them by 
che hands of ſuch, whoſe skiil or faithfulneſs they 
ſeem to ſuſpect, 


But firſt , How alas can they be perfe&t in 
Church corſtitution'and order, whilit they mils 
the Harkinfo conſiderable an ordinance as Bap- , 
.ifm , taking a ſtone of Babylon fora foundation, 
and that for Baptiſm, which is none}, for it hath 
been io grotly abuſed, (xs a learned Writer once 
minded inanorher cate) that there is nothing re- 
maining of ir amongſt them ſave the meer name 
of the thing: | \ 

6 wg : PF 

But Secondly, May it not be admired tat 
Men of fu. h Light'and' Confience ſhould only 

ed pleaſe 
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7 he Epiſtle Dedccatory, 


pleaſe theinſelyes with the theory and notinal 
part of a praQitual! Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
they fee it ro be a Goſpel Inſtitution, but never 
could I be intormed as yer that they are in the 
praftice thereof, sf'ye kow theſe things, happy are 
ye 2/7 you ao them, | 


Thirdly , But how contrary to the rule and 
glorious Dofrine of the Lord Jeſus, would they 
at ſhould they get into the prattice thereof, 
whilſt they ſo grievouſly err in the adminiſtration 
of Baptiſn, fith that alſo dorh wholly belong to 
adult perſons as muft be acknowledged if the Ho- 
ty Scriptures be a perfe& and ſufficient rule for 
us to watk by, and doth expreſs wharſocyer is ne- 
cefary for us to know concerning it as well as in 
caſes of the like nature, 


But probably ſome may objeX, fince mot of 
the Aurhours that are mentioned in this infuing 
diſcourſe (for the further evincins of this, rruth, 
contended for) are corrupt either in Baptiſm or 
Jaying .on of hands or both, to whar purpoſe are 
they produced. | 


In anſwer to which I muſt ſay, that what we 
have offered u2on the account of Authours and 
antiquity, ha5 beea occaſioaally done, Mr. Dan- 
ers having lealus in that path, 


Nay an{Fmight ſay weare necellitated rhere- 
umothrough his m2aas, unleſs we ſhould leave 
= 


— 
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7 he Epiſtle Dedlicatory. 


one chief part cf his book unanſwered, in regard 


that he utterly denyes the thing it ſelf, viz. Lay- 


ins on of hands upon baptized Believers, as ſuch, 
affirming that there is not the leaſt mention 
made of any ſuch thing, or practice in the Scrip- 
ture, and Secondly in ſaying that the Antient Fa- 
thers and afferters of it, lew mainly unto tradi- 
tion, and the nſage of the Church in the cate, 


Should an-adverſary ariſe, and utterly deny wa- - 


ter Baptiſm, (however acminiſtred ) and fay it 
was neyer commanded by Je;us Chriſt, but thar 
it is a meer humane invention, innovation, or a 
thing deviſed « f Man, yea and affirm that all che 
Fathers and Confeſſors,that heretofore did plead 
for it, wholly ' made uſe of tradition, and uſage of 
the Church in vindication thereof. 

Would not any that is for Baptiſm judge it ne- 
cefſary, not only to prove it was inſtituted by 
the Lord Jeſus, and practiced by the Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians but alſo prove in oppefition 
ro his apponant, that thoſe Writers both of for- 
mer and latter times who centended for it, did fiy 
tothe Scripture for the proof and confirmation 
thereof, though ſome of them could nor do ſo, as 
touching the ſubject and manner of adminiſtrati- 
on, from hence it is that we have proceeded on 
ſuch a method in the defence of an Ordinance of 
the ſame nature and authority. 


And now my dear Brethren I cannot tut ac- 
quaint-y ou, that my Spirit bath been much re- 
teſhed to hear bow the work of the Lord has 

teen 
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7 he Epiſtle Dadtcatory. 
been carried on of late-amongſt ſome o*you and an 
the 1eadineſs of many to receive t!1/; deſpiſed he 
t uth, Iam perſwaded the more a truth is 0ppo- Of 
ſed, the more it gets ground, aad the Saints with and 
others inquire after it,for fince Mr. Danvers book Not 


came torth, at one Meetins i Loraon, On « n? day and 


vpon my own knowledze , near thirty perions Lo. 
came under the pra-tile hereof viz. v ira let all 
Lf1th 30 en Cenquering> and to Conquer,the Lord Knc 
will arie and ſcatter all the clouds of darkneſs Un9 
and oppelition, and take away the reproach from VEN 
1:is fervangs, caſt upon them for wiineiling to his the 
trach, and eing zealous for his name , let them abl. 
Le aſhaued who tranſgre's without cauſe , if we bell 
ie repreached let us take it patiently , firh it is G0 
f-:> our pretious Redeemers fake » who hath ſaid ſett 
Vou are my friends if you do whatſoever 1 com- Tem 
mnive,and in another place, whoſoever there- Per 
fore ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Commandments Car 
and teach Men, ſo he ſhall be called the leaſt in whi 
rhe Kins iom of God. blef 
Brethren remember that the Spir t-of God pro- out 
no1ncesthem werthy of commendation who Rand Þ 
jat and keep the ordinances as tliey were delive-frot 
redt9 them an4rthe more we fee evil Men andeft 
Seducers labourins on every fide of us, to tread C0\ 
i:nder feer, and contempriouſly deſpifing of them you 
|-rus tir uv ourſelves with one heart in the de-\for: 
fence of them, and as they are appointed, as Con: Thal 
Uuir-pipes for the conveyances of the Spirit, and 
bleſſings of rhe Goſpel ro our Souls, ſo ler us walk 
as uch that expertence the inward fife and vertus 
of rhem2rhat thereby we may beautifie the Gotpe 
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TheF piftle Dedicatory. 
1d and Doctrine 0; Godand our Saviour in all things 
-4 | having Lamps & Oy lalſo in our Veſfels,the form 
2. of ſound words; & power of gudlineſs in our hearts 
-h and lives. Andnow finally Brethren that I may 
5k not be further tedious unto you , my breathings 
ay and deſires are, that the God and Father of our 
- Lord Jeſus Chriſt,the Father of ligh s,the God of 
er all comfort and conſolation would fill you with the 
-d knowledge of his will in all wiſdom, and fpiritual 
{6 underſtanding, and grant you more clear and heg- 
m venly communion with himſelf, and one with ano- 
is ther in the paths of peace and righteouſneſs and in 
in able you to walk inoffenſively inall well pleaſing 
re being fruitful in every goed work , and that the 
iz God of all grace would eſtabliſh , ſtrengthen and 
id ſettle you in his truth and ways; that ſo you may 
1- Temain unmoveable like a rock, in theſe evil and 
e- perilous times, whereip fo many turn afide; giving 
:5 ear to ſeducers, impoſters, and lying ſpirits, with 
in Which our days ſo abound, that 1t will be a choice 
blefling to be kept from faiing,and preſery d with, 

3- out blame till the coming of our LordJeſus Chriſt. 
;d Now that the God of peace, that brought again 
>. from the dead our Lord Jeſus, the great Shepherd 
\d of the Sheep, through the bl. od of the everlaſting 
id Coyenant,would ſanttify you threughour, & keep 
n you from falling and preſent you without ſpot be- 
e- fore him\in the day of his glorious appearances, 
n-thall be the conſtant and hearty prayer of 

id 

IK Your Brother, and Servant for Chrift, 
18 and his Truth ſake. 
el 


1d Benjamin Keach, 


j : 
| | ; \ 


— D——— Nv 2909 TEES At i II LPS. A RAD W/E ——_W___+u= — 


; WI "2p PH ro INE gre waa 


4 
” & » © » -. 
* o A 
— re_ «.. ow red a 
wk £2 abbbn en Rs GC "as. nadhgtn. a D 
rowers” VE atapon 44h eng BE ne a ea, SY 
. _—_ = 


LEGECCEEDESLIZAEEE 
ALLILIISEIILEL IE, 
| Laying on of Hands 


SAPTISED BELIEVE 


As ſuch proved both from Scripture and Anti- 
quity , to be a holy Inftitution of 


JE SUS CHRIESTE 


THEA INTAOCOUCTIONa 


S it 1 matter of grief, and trenble, to many ſo- 
ber, and pious Chriſtians, ſo it 1s ne leſs of ads 


| Tiration to ſee ſuch eminent, and worthy Per-. 
| ſons beclonded , and darkved, concerning one Or- 
| dinance that are ſacleer in, and ſo mucn for the 
prattiſe of another , how well hath Mr. Danvers 
$q<peg of late COncerniye Bapts/me ? How hath 
| he arfenaed it , againſt ftrong eppoſition , as a pls- 
| Thos Inftitmtion of Teſs Chriſt ; did be not ap- 
| Pear like @ Starr of the fir I11gniiude ? bat 
| how ſoon eclypſea: and darknes of his tight? (1 as 
| 108 W041 (from the Interpojition of an earthy 6r 
| | cloud) Boay , that was obſerved* to ariſc a line 
| 8frer , to dimin'/h , or 1: ſſen bes itvg, which is 


| > 
A. thor yw 


[ 


2 Darkneſs, and Confufon vanquiſh d, | 
tharow the operation of his light ready to vanigg, 
awayYbut it # from ſome inward aefect, I mean th. 
darkneſs of his own under Standing, or $g 197 Anc _ 
concerning axother Principle of the Chriſtian Rg,. 
ligion , vi. Impoſition of hanas pon baptiſed Bp.,, 
lievers , as {ach which he kath in alatter Tre 
Pile cried down, as much as he cried Bapti{me nr, 
rendring it to be nought elſe , ſave a meer huwah,.. 
mnnovaticn , 6r Anti-Chriſtian forgerie , whereas 
nothing can be more clear , then that ut 15 of OP 
ſame nature , and aukority with Bapti/me, as 
ought equally to be contended for , being Int, 
prima Rudimenta Fidei Chriftianz : Amon|,; 
the firſt Rudiments of the Chriftian Faith 
Dangerous is t to pull one fone aut of the Fornnj. _ 
aation of the Houſe of Goa , the Lord open hus ey, 
ro ſee his weakneſs ; however what he hath writ, c 
zen concerning tha Principle, i un this enſuing, 
Treatiſe examined, w:1ghea, and particulerly ani, 
wered. 
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R, Darvers in his Tntroductior tells [ 
page the rhird, having given us an Ac 
count both from Scriprare, and Ant 
2zity , of the buſineſs of Baptiſme , i 

its Inſtitution , ſubject, manner, and end, &c, [| 

may netther be unneceſſary , nor unprofitablg, 

ro g1ve us an account of Laying 0% of hands, nd 7 

only becauſe it. i1mmeatarely follows that of Bapt 


me, Heb, 6 1, 2, but more efpccially becauſſ, 
f 


n- 
Atl 


| or, Truth in #11 primitive parity, 3 
/anifor Confirmation ( as it hath been called) it had 
® een next after Baptiſme ſo olemly afferted ; 
*neoractiſed, and enjoined , both in former , and 
% Matter times , as an Or4inaxc? of Chriſt, andeſ- 
4a B entialy neceſſary ro Church Communion; But 

That this £aying on of £a:45 1: , and how that of 
"HC onfir ation is founded upon the Word of God, 
Wahe tells us, he ſhall coniider , examine , and re- 
© tommend it to the judgement of all diſcerning , 


of 6 nd impartial Chriſtians, 
AY, 


] 
Intq,, done well ; 7ehcvah bleſs your work and 
NOBins therein; and is it ſo in viry deed? is the 


ound , and reaſon why you undertoke to write 
"0M out Laying on of hands, becauſe it immediately 
5 lows Baptiſme , Heb. 6. 1 2? Anddoyoufind 
”T't ſo clearly to follow that of Baptiſme in 
WM. 6. ? andhath that of Confirmation, as it is 
F @alled , been fo ſolemly afferted in former ,and 
itter times as an Ordinance of Chriſt , and eſ- 
-.-Entialy neceſſary to Church Communion ? Me 
inks if this be ſo , you ſhould be very careful 
ow you ſpeak , or wrice againſt {uct an Ordi- 
ance, which doch fo immediately follow Bap- 

Ime , according to the Scripture ; and more 
 cpecially conlidering what you fpeak about Au- 
k "hors, and Antiquity , corcernins Confirmation, 
- > Irlaying on of han''s, rthaving beea {o {olemly 


* , ferted , practiſed, and enjoined', as above 


ls 


"J Though for my part I do not judge it worth 
Phy while , to make ſuch a narrow ſearch into 
I PHathors 5 Cancr:s, Decrees of vexcral C ontcels 

_— ” N23 and 


Sir , you have in your Treatiſe of Bapriſ- gapiv. 


4 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh"d, 
and the like , as probable you, and many may de} 
confdering we have the plain word of Chrilf' 
ſpcaking ſo clearly in the caſe , what need 
Gouble our ſelves further , eſpecially being ſati 
fie , as jome of the Farhers have ſaid themſelve 
that no Zzefras , nor Comrcels are of any avutif© 
rity , 03 credit without the Word of Goa: y 
finding ſo many of the Ancients , ſpeakiig F 
plainly , and clearly touching rhis Oramas 
though under another name, it rather then ef?! 
dorh confirms me in my belief , and practiſe hep 
in ;ar4 one would think ut ſhauld the more ſtufs* 
ble you , for whatſoever credit . or eftcem ſoq! 
of thoſe Authors are whom you mention , yef 
judge you will grant ſeveral of them , to bef 
faw2ue 25 moſt who have writen ſince the Ap he 
fes time , as hereaſter may be hinted, "NH 
In the next place youtell us, what »:etho 
will obſerve in writing your Treatiſe , viz 
| Firft, Give us an account what you find®* 
is Ae { as you are pleaſed to call it) inf® 
> New Teftameant. et 
Secondly, How aſſerted, andpraGiſed by ff" 
Arcicnts with the opinions of the Fathers , : ak 
Decrees of Councelis. tas 
Thirs!y, How praQtiſed , and injoined by her 
Church of Rome. | Do! 
Foxrthly , How by the Church of Englaydiat 
Fifthly , How maintained by ſome of the Pj** 
byterian, and [ncepencent perſwalion. wal 
Sixthly . How praftiſed , and injoined by 
veral of the baptiſed Churches in this Natiou.Þ's ! 
You then proved to fhew, how LajirgÞt t 


4 yihe 
en 


or, truth inits primitive parity. 5 

1y dpf hands was uſed in the New Teſtament. 

brifi Firſ}, In benediction , Mark io. 16. 1 

d w Secondly , For healing, ark 6. 5. : 

5 ſatil T niraly , For conferring the : xt7 AOFaL Ay] g3fts 

elyef the Spirit , before Baptiſme, Acts 5, 17. AF 

thier B:ptiſme, As 8. 14. 

1 Fonrtily, In Ordination , Aits 6.6. 1 Tim, 

is + 14. Afs 13. 3. : 

and I readily grant what you ſay , about the ſeve- gepry, 

in ef#l ſorts of Layizg on of hands , and theuſe , and 

- hefnd of them , fave that I muft needs except 

 fdgainft , what you ſpeais concerning the #5ird 

\ ſorf0rt > You do affirm that hanis were 'aid upon 

eÞcrſons , for the confering the extraordinary pifrs 

) beff che Spirit; two Scriptures you mention for 

Apd'e proof, the firſt in Acts 9. 17. the other in | 
{4s8. 14, 15 in which affirmation you alroge. *e 5995 

oz yherbeg the queſtion , and prove nothing , nor Ora Þ, 
emove what hath been aid to this very poim ; 2.07 

6-gh this I muſt withſtand you, for you ge to taft, 

nd I ſhould be glad could I be an Inftrument 

n the hand of Chriſt; to redifie your under- 

by janding hercin , for you ſeem to be mn! mi- 
taken about that Text , in As 9, 17 but eſpe- 

tally concerning that in A+ 8, 14, 15, 1 hall 

by hercfore offer ſomething inthe firſt place to this; 
Doth not the Scripture ſay plainly in 4&s 9 17. 

ud hat Ananas pt lots hands npos Sawul , tha: ke V3g08 

& pfeceive his fight , why ſhould you ſay then, it was + #9 ans; c 
or the extraoraznary pifzr of the Spirit , ifthac 7 >" ths 

| bþ#hich is expreſſed to bethe cffefts of 4»anies, ©9520 

011,025 putting his hands on Paz! , was the only end 

rirg ff that ſervice ; which is according to your own 


&F 3 ar» 


 1nt 


| {| WE 


6 Dirkyeſs, avd Cor fron, vanquiſh'd, 
arfuings upon Acts 8 14. Atts 19.16. then}? 
was only tor his /ig4r; for it is ſaid he receive ® 
his fight , bur not a word of his receiving th® 
loly Ghoft , when he laid his hand upon him® 

: though he was ſent to Sas, that he might n) 
ceive the Spirit is granted ; but whether by layi tl 
on of hands , or ſome other means , youare y(** 
to prove ; this being an cxtraordinary caſg! 


i" -o % 17 and different from that in Atts 8, 14, 15. vi! 


IS PRs 
- 4 2 
” Ps wm 
Inn Es X 
- id ant 


Wl % 7 | | HPO h 
P23, x, wa Man, that he might receive his fight ( which ag©? 
hh 4] Þ 39 ag/wwtirs 10 that in Afwrk is. 18. ) and Peter ajft 
Els ; 


Anais his laying hands on Sazl as a bliy* 


7:kn laying their hands on them in Ads 8, Flay 


ſhould aihrm any \uch thing, but to prevent thqWC 
fore this miſtake, let us once again exam? 
theſe Texts :* Now whey ihe Apoſtles, which wer +*. 
feriſalem, keard that Samaria hid received ther pla 
| 


[ 


\ 


k | 25 On baptized B-lievers , as ſuch for their j** 
wh c:iving of the holy Spirit , makes nothing to tÞ£ 
BP 17 » 0 2, Controverlie depending; though Mr. Dany n 
WR, , us bath pur them together , as if the ſubject , mM 
mn, ar, and end, was one and the fame. But os 
1! lh "oo WR c:ndly, to proceed to that Scripture Ats 8. jy” 
Fl  — < © © where mention 1s made of Petey, and fohns 141! 
fl ing their hands on baptiied Believers in face 
+ kl >'4, which you affirm was alſo for to confer 7 
Big extraordinary Sltts of the Spirit ; but how m fo 
Fl youare miſtaken kerein , ſhall now be examinf{cr 
Pi Since it appears not tnat the Apoſtles that w hay 
Wat at /ern/alew, did either icad Perer , and 7obyWa 
Kt S$27:4ri8 upon that accovnt , or that they did [the 
41 thcir hands upon thoſc believing Samaritaing anc 
4 | 151 tnat only end; 'tis very ſtrange that Mr. Da» the 
| 


# 


| or, Truth in 1ts primitive purity, 7 
henj?f God, the) [cnt xntothem Peter, and John , who 
eiv6 whe's they were come aovwn , prayed for them that they 
Ss t winht receive the Holy Spirit . ('tis not ſaid the + 
him exireordinary gifts, but the Holy Spirit , thoſe 
hr q you ſee :re the expreſs words ) for 45 yer (aith 
ay1 the Text) ie WAs fallen Hpor B07 of them « oxly os | 
e vithey were baptiſed 11 the name of the Lord Feſt ; "E 5 
cafathen laid they their h:nds on them , and they received 

vilthe Holy Ghoſt . Verſ. 14, 25. I know 'tis 66- 
ble from the foilowing words , that the Spirit 
-þ azcame down upon them in ſome viſible , or cx- 
- ajtraordinary manner , becauſe that Simon ſaw, 
2  , [fat through laying on of the Apoſtles hands the 
eir jHoly Spirit was given ; This is only a fuppoſi- 
tot|fion » for who can teil what kind of manifeſta- 
124t10ns of the Spirit might appear in them , which 
, m4might convince Sin that they had the Holy 
ur JPPIrit? the Textdoth not ſay , they either /xe 
g. 1th tongues. or wrought Miracles; But if for 
5 [jarguments fake, we ſhould grant they d1d re- 
Fauceive the Spirit, in ſome extraordinary man- 
fex yer, as thoſe in Ads 19. it would not therefore .f abvoar? Be 
 myfoVow , that this was the abſolute end of this» is + ors 
nind{ervice; for if we may reaſon as you and others ay 
rwehave done after this manner, that that whicha&ſo&of9 6, 
2ohWas the effefts of their laying their hands upon 2 
Jig jthem , was the cnd why they laid on their hands, js ernmratm 
4ingand that end is by none attained in theſe days , If (45 wth 
ax4}therefore hands is not practicable in theie days ; Chg FREE: 
thewe ſhall ſhew you the ſad Conſequences , ani f mars 4316 
amſabſurdities that would follow it ; 'tis faid Afr wb D 


| EW 
verd4 31. that when the Apoſtles had praved , tne as read. 


erplplace wis ſhiken where they were afſumbled 3995 7 7.&Y 


7 9. 2.6C. | 
| : Rent X 


D 


DJ 
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oa 


po: © ana pray z becauſe no ſuch effects are wrovght no 


Avitirt) e = when Philip had baptiſed the Eunuch , A 


A . A 
or 4 
— _— © 
— p grin WIBAL 4 — —_ —_ 


9 Darkneſs, and C onfuſs 09 vangnfſh'a, 
2" $7 (Now mark ) becauſe this miracte was wroug 
Cohen _ the effect of their praying; can it be though 
gba was the exd of Prayer , or that we mult ne 


| +.De$0- 39. tis ſaid that the Spirit caught away Phi 
1 9 eh Re lip, that the Eunuch ſaw him no more; what 


Pftrange thing was this , that followed Bapriſme 
ut now becailfſe this te followed as the ef 


"111 


horn 4p ect of that adminiſtration , ſhall we condbed 


| ] encore were inhis houſe, 'tis ſaid , The Holy Ghoſf th 
[7 1 


rv . 
Fl —_— ſÞ the with tongurs &c Now ſhall welſay , th 
'"s RY nfo extraord inary Sifts of the Spirit, or Miracles 


hor of that that was the end of the Ordinance of Ba 
Pomert eB) riime ? Bur again in As 10. 44- while Pere 
| 19% "2. p6PILN 2veaching the word to Dorvelize . and to thoſ 


2 Tell on all them that keard the wed, ſo thas the) 


was the end of preaching , becauſe ſuch kind 0 
effects followed preaching ? Surely none will ar 
gue io, that underſtand themſelves a right , fo 
it that was the end of preaching , becauſe it wa 
-the effect that followed ; and that effect now ne 
ver —— we may fay as many do, preachin 
15 ceaſed , 1: you , and others reaſon right; fo 
ſuch , and fact, extraordinary gifts of the Spirit 
followed [ay you] when baptited Believers dic 

_ come . under laying 03 of hands, in the Apoft 


Jes dayes; theſe gifts are not given now , there{ ar 


fore that Ordinance is ce eaſed , being only fo! 
the Confirmation of the Goſpel. 

By the ſame Argument , all the Inſtitution ol 
Chrift may be denyed , as well as laying on of 
hands. As Fir, Meeting and aflen.bling to 
| gether, 


| cloven torgue:; lthe fire , and [ate upon each of them, 


TY 


or, truth 11 1ts primitive purity, 9 
gether; See Acts 2, 1, "tis ſaid , They were all 
wer together with one accord in one place , and (ud- 
derly there came « rung from Heaven , as of aruſt- 
ing wind , and it filled all the houſe where they were 
fitting : Verl. 2, And there appeared HYto them 

z . bo 
Verſ.3. Aa they were all filed with the Holy Ghoſt, 


| and beg n to ſpake with tong'es , as ite Spirir gave 
| them uiterance 


Here is no mention, made of any other Ordi- 
nance, ſave on!y afſe:;-bling tozether , and mind 
what effects followed; theſe cffccts follow : 

Not now , ſhall we therefore aſſemble roge- 


therno more? * * The 


Secqualy , When thc Apoſtles prayed, the houſe Seekers 
was ſhaken, but'tis not {o now ; -doth prayer Take uſe 
therefore ceaſe to be a duty ? nu rg 

Thirdly . When Chriſt was bapti/ea, there bainſt 2Nn- 


| wasa voice heard from Heaven, ſaying: Thzw Ordinan- 


uw my beloved Son, in whow ] am well pleaſea , ces, ſaying 
and the Spirit came down in likeneſs of a Dove: og 
And when the Exn#c# was baptiſed , the Spirit _ rs 


caught away Phi/lip 3 butfſuch effects follow not miniſter 


# now when Perſons are bartiſed; ergo it's not any, be- 


't : ( | cauſe nor 
the duty of any to be baptiſed now, it yours be ag once 


right reaſon. ed with 
Fenrthly , Peter preached to the frws , As 2. power 
and at one Sermon three thouſand were conyer- from an 
ted: And he preached to Correline , Afts 16. High, and 
v4 - their argu- 
and while he preached , the holy Spirit came uP- gents ful- 
ly-agree 


| with yours herein, againſt Jay ing on of hands, Of this ler the ra- 


tional judge. 


ON 


of this ob. - 


4 I 4 POTTY —_ 


""O ”, Darkneſs, and Confuſion vaxquiſh'd, 


on them that heard the Word , that they ſpake for 
with tongues ; but ſuch effects as theſe follow the 
not now , ergo no man is Authorized to preach hat 


' now , by your arguing. he! 


Fifthty , When Panl laid his hanas on thoſd m: 
baptiſed Believers, As 19. the holy Spirit fa 
came upon them , and they ſpake with itongues} 8, 
and prophetiſed ; but theſe effects follow not rit 
now , when baptiſed Believers have hands laid 
upon them, muſt we therefore lay hands no more} w! 
Surely we have no more reaſon toneglect , of pt 
lay this «/ae., then we have to lay afide all thq Ja 
other Ordinances , conſidering the like effects 
followed them reſpectively , as well as Laying 
on of hands ; But COntrr ary wiſe I muſt needs ſay 
inftead of being ſtumbled , or weakned in my 
Faith , and practiſe, concerning laying on 0 
hands , from the Conſideration of thoſe extraor:- 
dinary Gifts of the Spirit ( being the' effe&ts that 
followed once or twice,as expreſſed in the Scrip| t 
ture ) that I am thereby abundantly confirmed 
and eſtabliſhed in it , and that becauſe I find 
every Goſpel Ordinance , and Inftitution of Jeſus 
Chriſt , was in the Primitive time more , or leſs 
confirmed, according to Heb.2. 4. by Signes, Wor- 
ders . and divers Miracles , and Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, according to his own will; and finding! 
this Ordinance of impoſiton of hands , ſo viſibly! 
owned by 7evevab , and wonderfully confirmed 
by the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit , like as 
Afembling together , Prayer , Preaching , and 
Baptizing hath been , it is I ſay of an eftabliſhing 
nature to me. And I ſee no ground any Per- 
ſon 


_acc Jada. aeney ga+ tou 


pake 
lloy 
each 


_ 


1 8, 19. was for the extraorcinary Gsfrs of the Spi- 


1d fully to remove, and take of this objection, 
+ which in part hath aiready been done; but ro 


laying on ofhands, A7ZZ-8. 14.15. was not for 


| ſuch effects which followed , proves nothing in 


er, Truth inks primitive parity. Ii 
ſon hath to except againſt this Ordinance, more 
then any of the other , notwithſtanding what ever 
hath been faid , ſpoken , or writen againſt it from 
hence ; Azd becauſe | know this hath tumbled 
many Pcople , which you ſeem to hint; (viz.) 
ſaying that the end of laying on of hands, Ads 


rit 3 I ſhall be the larger upon this particular 


proceed , I do :ffirm again that the end of that 


the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, and I ar- 
Sue thus : 
Firſt, Becauſe it was never Propounded as 215. © 19: 
the end of it, ncitheir can you nor any other 
Oppoſer prove it was; what can you Inſtance 
in the Caſe, {ith what you mention of ſuch and 


the leaſt. 

Secondly, Tt could not be for the extraordi- = 
nary Gifts of the Spirit , or Miracles , becauſe "14 —_— 
thoſe extraordinary Gifts were not promiſed, 2: wy. 
unto baptiſed Believers as ſuch , nor was 1t ever 
eiven but to ſome particular Perſons 3 only I 
grant , the Holy Spirit is promiſed to all, as it 
1s the Comforter, according to fohy 14. 16. If 
Je love me, keep the Commansements , 1 ſhall pray 
the Father , and ke ſhall [end you anotner Comfur- 
ter, even the Spirit of truth , which (hall abice with 
Jeu for ever. All that are Diſciples of Chriſt , 
who belicve , and are baptiſed, have the Spirit 


promiſed to them , as further might be made ap- 
| pear, 


12 Darkyeſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
pear» A&. 2. 58. Then ſaid Peter repent , aA 
be baptiſed every ore of you tn the Name of 7eſ 
Chrift , for the remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall rc 
cetveive the Gift of the Holy Spirit , for the pro 
Wiſe 35 30 101 , and all that are afar of . even af 
wany 4 the Lord our God ſha!! call, The Spirit 
of God beings ſo plain'y promiſed , to all that 
were obedient to Jeſus Chriſt, or were the cal-) 
led of God; the Apoſtles , which were at -r-| 
ſalem, hearing how God had called by his bleſs: 
ed Word, and Spirit, the Samaritii»s toobe- 
dience, they well knew, and were aſſured that 
the Holy Spirit , the Comforter . was their right 
promife, and priviledge, as well as any other 
Goſpe! Believers; and therefore they ſent them 
Peter, and fohn, to the end they might receive 
(through the uſe of that holy ordinance) the pro- 
miſe of the Father; and uponthe conſideration 
that the Samaricains were Gentiles , or {uch that 
were not of the Seed of Abraham , according to 
the fleſh , and ſome of the firſt of the Gentiles 
race , that were cajied by the preaching of the 
Goſpel, 7e2:vah was pleaſed to give ſome vi- 
ſible gr, and demonſtration of his receiving 
of them into his grace , and favour , for the ſatis- 
faction of any of the 7ewiſh Diſciples , that might 
be donbring conc-rning the exrex: of the bleſſings} 
of Chriſt , and the Goſpel; for palpable it is that 
for ſame time aſtrr the death, and reſurrection 
of Cirift, few of the Apoſtles themſelves did 
underftand the glorious intent , and purpoſe of 


the Almighty , 'tn bringing in of the Gentiles , 


matios tnem fellow Heirs , and of the ſame Bo- 


oY, 


or, tr th 11 its primitive purity, T3 


| dy, and Partakers of his promiſe in Chrift , 


through the Gofpct, Eph. 3. 6. This 1 humbly 
conc:.ive might be onereaſon , why God did fo 
21fbly own the Ordinance ol Laying on of hands, 
when adminiftred ©s well as for the Confirmation 
of the Ordinance it lelf; But 1f you will ſtil ay, 


| that the reaion , end , or cauſe , why Ferer., and 


7ebn did lay their har:ds upon thole baptiied Be- 


| lievers, was not fo: the Spirit , the Comſerter , 


as fo conſidered , but for the extra:rainary Gifts 
thercof , I ſhail proceed toa third reaſon , and 
thus IT argue. 

T hirdly Either Perer , and 7 ohs , when they 
laid their hands on thoſe Believers , and prayed 
for the Spirit, they prayed i» Fair, or ror 18 
Faith ? if in Faith, then they had (Ipreſume) 
ſome ground , or prom/e of God , and Chriſt , to 
build their Faith upon, concerning what they did 
pray for ; But if 1t was for the extraordinary 
Gifts of the Spirit , as you affirm, where ſhall 
we find any ſuch prom1/e , that they might ground 
their Faith np6n? and is it not kuful to pray for 
that which God hath no where promiſed , con- 
fidering\hat the Scripture faith ? Kow 14. 23. 
There are divers promiies as hath been hinted, 
which God hath made of his giving of the Spi- _ 
rit; 1 grant , but not the extraordinary GuitsT , ug... 
3e& againſt me, Mar.16.17 18, ard (ay miraculous G iis are promiſed 
to {uch that do believe, &c. 1 anſwer thar by beiicving, cannor be 


ment the grace of Faith in that place , for if it ſhoaid , WE May 
fay, no Man doth now believe,or hath irve Faith in Cl ft; ve ls there- 
ſare meant of the extraordinary Gift of Faith, or Farrh of Mira- 
cles, according to 1 Cor. 32.9. and 13. 2, He that fo belieVe, n% 

God 


ting can betokard {or ht, 


mabf 3 11 
caatt, 1:4: 


14 Darkneſs, and Confuſion Vanquiſhd, 

God promiſed he would pour out of his Spirit ; 
on his Servants , and Hand-maids ; And our Lord 
Jeſus in Fohn 14.16. promiſed the Comforter,to 
all that did love him , and keep his Commande- 
ments; And in A#-s 2.38.It is promited to ali that 
repent , and are baptiſed ; doubtleſs it was by 
vertue of theſe premiſſes, or promiſles of the 


like nature; Perer,and fob» prayed, and laid their| * 


hands on thoſe Believers in \a»24r42; and Paul 
on thoſe at Ephe/ws, Aits 19. or elie thew us 
what ground , or promiſe they had ; It you fay, 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit were pro- 
miſed ; Then ſay I, they were promuſed to Per- 
ſons of ſuch , and ſuch a name , or to Perſons of 
ſuch , or ſuch a qualihcatio:. Now, ſurely none 
will fay , to Perions of {uch, or ſuch + name , 
therefore it muſt be promiſ-d to Perions fo, 
or ſo qualified , and thoſe qualifications a'ſo 
muſt be known; if the qualifications be not 
Repentance , Faith, and Bapriſine , then aſſign 
what they are ; If you fay , Faith , and Repen- 
rance be the qualifications ; Then ſay-I, the 
promiſe of the extraordinary Gift is made to 
every Chriſtian Man.and Woman; yea and every 
fincere Believer muſt receive thoſe Gifts , or 
God doth fail of his promiſe ; For certzin I am, 


there is not ene Soul , that is a B-liever indeed, | 


having obeyed from the heart the form of Do- 
Ctrine , taught and delivered to the Saints , but 
hath more, or /eſs received the Spirit of God, ac- 


cording tothe promile , or promifſes , made un- 


to them as Perſons ſo ,and ſo qualificd , as hath 
already becn minded. | 


—1 any —- —— 


| not believe in Sawaris, might by beholding the 15/ ho &v- 
*] Miracles , or extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit , fovf2271%% 


| expect to meet with ſore trials , temptations , 


or, Truth in its primitive purity. Ig 


Foxrthly , The end of that Layins on of 11 4 7? 
hands, Ads $8. could not be for T's ng on of naſe 
nary Gifts of the Spirit , becauſe thoſe extraor-' PI,” 
dinary Gifts of the Spirit , or Miracles , /erves.\;of /* =. 
yot for them that believe , but for them that believe { 66 t1f v9 
zot. Now can any think , Peter, and Johx was of#tcv Ld 
ſent by the Apoftles from Ferx/alem , to thoſe CY +-2t- 
that had received the word , and were baptiſed 7a Wil 
in Samaria, for the profit , and benefit of the, 1 4,907 
Unbelievers there , that they (»iz..) ſuch that did 7. + | 


given to them that did believe , be convinced that O77 
Jeſus was the Chriſt. Surely »o Man can think, a Zo 
or imagine any ſuch thing , eſpecially confide-Y I 
ring the Text faith plainly : They were ſent to -n 4:5 Ho 

thews that had received the Word , and were bapti- procer f 
ſed 3. Sent for their particuler Comfort , and fur- fait #/Þ 
ther Conſolation in Chriſt Jeſus, that ſo they 99%. 
might ftand compleat in the whole will of God , 
and might be made Partakers of the Spirit of pro- 
miſe, made to every believing Soul baptiſed, As 
2.38. for as muchas it was their right, and they 
ſtanding in great need of it, as all poor Souls 
do , who enter themſelves under Chriſts Banner ; 
For as our Lord Feſus , after he was baptiſed , 
had the Spirit deſcending down upon him , and 
| was ſtraightway expoſed to temptation from the 
Devil , even ſo are all his Followers , when 
they take up the Profeſſion of the Goſpel , to 


and aflitions , affd therefore have need of the 


Spirit , toſtrend{hen , encourage , ſupport , and 
com- 


: 
| 
| 
' 


be vid 
3 Wt 
wad M] 
$ : 
FF. , s 


| 
RY 


PC —— 


p why £05 Fiftzly, This being ſo, it couid not be forfolu 


; wil yg! of y© vinced; yea the very Sercercy himſelf believed,ſto | 


16 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanqui/Y'd, 
fort them , and to give them further afſuranchave 
of the love of God , that they may nor flag, noqwas 
bz disheartened , but may be abundantiy enather: 
bled to overcome all Enepnies ani! oppolition 47s 


I; | and remain faithful unto/the Lord Jeſus Chrifttxtr 
FW | to the dearth; And to tnis end doubricis didpers 


the Apoſtles ſend Pere- , and fokbs from /eruſawor 
lew , and they when they came 4ic pray , and laymiſl 
their hands upon thoſe Men , and Women baptiznp « 
zed,even for the Holy Spirit of promiſe,for theiqe h 
particular profit, comfort and bene. anc. not foray! 


bill! extraordinary Gifts, or Miracles, which was ('tig Ate. 


plain Heb. 2.4.) for the Confirmation of thehe 
Goſpel to them that believe; not according topd , 
that paſiage, 1 Cor. 14. 22. wherefore tongue t 
are for a {ign not to them tht believe , bur topnd 
them that believe not; Þut propheſying ſervethbap! 
not for them that believe not , but chem which(Chr 
believe. he 


mS gofeabrg? the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit , that theſliey 
LYUDS? £ Apoſtles did lay on their hands upon thoſe infdou 


y? ae cvISamaria , becauſe there wis no 1:64 of *arthertfull 


711] of Vs - Miracles , foraſmuch as 7+» had wrought ſuch|me! 
[4's |S4oe 0777s cps Mighty Miracles , and wonders in chat City be{his 
| 


> #7 + mof fore , Cven in ſo much that they were allcon-ſcau 


foey gfeff. and continued with Philip . and wondred beſher 


e, yeathe whole City were convinced , and 
Re FjiSficd , that Jeſus was the Chriſt , would never 
ant 0D1cth® ro {kb Ho HS ghroftor at, have 


er, Truth in its primitive purity. I7 
ncqave ſent Perer, and 7obs, to do that work Which Ad. 5 gow? 
nogwas fo — done before by Philip; andP RE of 
nazherefore I conclude, that that laying on of hands, "Wpckt  \ 
On {#5 8. was not for Tongues, Miracles , or the ,Qyttile&* ff, 
riſtkxtraordinary Gifts of the Spirit , as Mr. Dan minor feteyy 
didpers doth affirm pag. 4. and this being ſo , my roofs, IH "i 
{awwork is . almoſt done already ; for if he hath 7 ©, 
laymiſſed in giving us a true Account , how Lay-,4 ,uorth. 
pttynp of on hands was uſed in the New Teſtament , boſs wg 
cithe hath miſſed inthe main caſe off all 3 for if that (wv Orv 
folLaying on of hints, in Ads 8. 14. 5. and fo rawwinud 
'tig42ts 19. was not for the extraordinary Gifts of # farm 
theqhe Spirit , the greateſt Objection is aalwer- Aber Hor Y 
toed,, and the chiet ſtumbling block taken out awferrkt p74} 
uegf the way of Gods People ; For if Prayer, 1. . Og 
topnd Laying on of hants, was practiſed upon Hogg #2 OY 
ethbaptiſed Belicvers as iuch , as a Principle of 11% oe 
chChriſts Doctrine , for the p.omiſed Spirit , ” 
he Comforter as ſo confidered , whick is the ab-\,. , 4.4 g4 
forfolute right portion , and priviledge of every be- w_ poor. 
heflieving Son! to the end of the World , then fpgf{orv.,y fame 


hes / 


<d,ito this anon, I ſhall forbcar inlarging upon it 
fhere 


i Darkneſs, and Confuſion, vanquiſh d, 


4 
Oy rRRTIACD TEETER ERA a ie ddtient 


EHNA? 


Shewing though this holy Inſtitution of Christ bl 
been corrupted by Anti-Chriſt , yet it 6#ght x 
enerefore to be rejecied. 


| —— 


R. Danvcrs pag, 6. doth proceed , to ſhy 

how Laying on of hands hath been | 

ſerted by the Antients , and by the Canons , al 
Decrecs of ſeveral! Councels. Pag. 15. howl 
the Church of Reme. Page 17. how by t] 
Church of Erg/and. Page 24. how aflerted} 
ſome , both of the Presbjrerian , and [nzepenan 
perſwalion, &c. | | 
What earnings, or advantage he could pr 
pound to himſelf , by filling up ſo many Pages} 
his Book with Storys of this kind , I know nd 
Many Perſons (as I am informed) and as I haj 
heard ſome ſay my leif , do judge what he hat 
done in this reſpect,coth make more againſt hin 
ſeſf, tacn us; Nay ſome , who are for this Ord 
nance,ſeem to be much confirmed by whar he hal 
ſaid concerning Antiquity)ia the practiſe there 
& look upon themſelves, as beholding to Mr. D4 
vers for his pains in ſearching into Authors , al 
in producing ſo much , both from Antient, ar 
Modern Writers, for Laying on of hands as in 
mediately following Bapriſine , and as neceſſaf 
to Church Communie:n; And IT mult confels 
I 41d not think fo much could have been prod 
ccd from Authors, and Antiquity in the caſc , : 


or, Truth 1n his primitive purity. . 19 
[ perceive there may , having through his means, 
according as I am capable , made fome ſearch: 
Though | mult needs ſay, if there were ten times 

more to be urged upon that account , had we 

not the Authority of Gods Word, to warrant 

our practiſe , it would ſignify nothing : For we 

will fay with /[gnatizs : © Wheeſocver ſpiaketh more Ignatius 
© thes 15 writeen; all hough | 20 faſt . althomgs he keep his Epiſt. 
* bu Virginity, altroug's ke work Aracles , a/..*oHierom. 
« though hve Pro phecy , yet ler iu ſeem ;0 ehec o olf 
oh among ft T:13Y” ep, 

But to procced , I do wonder that Mr. Dar- 
vers ſhould condemn , and wholly cat away , 
Laying on of hands upon ba pri (cd Believers , and 
have nothing to do with it , becauſe it had been 
corrupted by the fa'ſ« Church; the ſubject, and 
manner of adaieiog being quite altered , 
and changed; the Ordinance , or pure Inftitu- 
tion being turned into abominadle Superſtition; 
may he not as well caſt away Bapti/me, and the 
$z2per 0. the Lord alſo,iith they have been every 
way as much corrupted , changed, and poiiuted as 
this; Nay what Ordinance hath not,our work 15 to 
diſcover, a: d remove all Popiſh additions , and 
pollutions , which in the dayes of darkneſs crept 
In, that ſo we may ſec every [nfirution ſhining 
forth in its primitive pur'ty, and ſplender ; and 
not reject any Ordinance of Chriit , becaufe pot- 
juted by Anti-Chriſt , what though it be, as you 
ſay (viz, ) that thoſe Popes , Councels , and Fa- 
thers , that enjoined, and impoſed Infagrs Baprit- 
me for an Ordinance of Chri it, enoined that of 
confirming of Int nts. 


20 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vangriſh'a, 
If it was as carl; corrupted, , altered , and 


cnanged as Bapriſme , ovght we not | fince God. 


hath given us the light of his Word and 
Spirit , ro recover it from thoſe corruptions as 
well as Baptiſme ; The _ iime of Infants 
is, we all jay, a Popiſh Traction , or humane 
Innovation , yet 1s Bapitime ' Clirifts Ordi- 
nance, ſo we in like manner ſay , is laying ON 
of hands upon Infaars 3 or ſuch that have only 
been bapriicd in Infancy , 4 meer Popiſh Rite, 
and Innovation , and yet is Laying on of hands 
an Ordinance of Chrift , as divers worthy Men 
tave clearly proved from Gods Word , and what 
thongh the Antient Fathers, and Councels, which 
YOu ſpeak o!, tovether with thoſe of the Church 
of Rowe , and 4 Engl.014 4, do wholy fly unto Tra- 
d't19y , to prove their practice of Laying on of 
hands upon Chiidren; this will no more weaken 
ovr practice , of Laying on of hands Upon bap- 
tiſed Bolie\ Crs, taen fricir flyins to Tracition, 


and Uſage of the Church ( for that 1 vou know 
hath bzen heif tronpel FF Ercund ) fades 
infants Bipiiſine , ds 1 weaken our practice of 
Da” t1zing Bcrever 


Tt ofe of the falie Chu ch,who whi olly make uſe 
14h { racition to =o vetneir Pexopapriſme, MiIgNt 
rout doubt, had God been pleaſed ro open 
n cir eyes , {c en that tine was a Divine 
In*%itution , which was practiſed | 0y the Apoitles; 
even fo migs"t they a'fo hay e ealily ſeen , that 
(792) Laving 0:1 of hands , practiſed by the A- 
po'tics next aiter Ba prit! ne , was Chriſts holy 

PPointment ; though they could not find their 

rict- 


5 WW) tek nies pul 


ba nat fd gn amp” 


or, Truth inits primitive pu T1 Yi 
- ridiculous Rite , and blafphemous Ceremony of 
Contirming Children fo t6be, there being nor 
the leaſt word of God for it. 

Burt-from what you fay of Authors, eſpecially 
concerning the firft fov-, this I obſerve (to be 
ſhort) that inthe Anti- Chriſtian Church all along, 
ever ince the Apoſtacy , from the good old way 
of the Goſpel , there hath been ſomewhat pra- 
Ctiſed , and kept up in the room , and imitation 
of that Laying on of hands ( inſtituted by Chriſt, 
and practiſed by the Apoſtles) uvpor. bantiſed 
Believers as fuch , and as nece/ary to Church 
Communion , as well as they have kept up ſome- 
thing which they call Baptitme, in imitating of 
the true Baptiime, And Second!y , tis piain, 
and evident, that as the Church of Kone hath 
changed , and corrupted in an abominable man- 
ner the holy Ordinance of Baptiſme , in there- 
ſpect of the ſubject, and manner of Adminiftra- 
tion , and have added abunda: cc of ridiculous , 
and ſuperſtitious fopperies to it; eres /o they bave 
done by the Laying on of hands : The Silver #« 6c - Wilt 1: 
come droſs , ava the Wine mixed with Watcr, He _ 
ſpall (faith Damiel) :51%k ro change rimes, and Laws | 
(ſpeaking of the little Horn ) and they (all be 
given into bis ava Oc. 

But to proceed ( doth Mr, Dazvers utterly 


detect all thoſe impious forgeries , and 7. croms- 
nies uſed in Baptiſme , and contended for by 
thoſe Fathers , Councels , and corrupr Chiron s, 


he ſpeaks of ,"and ſoclearly witneſs againit them 
and confute them , for changing the fubio£!, an: 
| chan 1-24 


E - be 4 y v OL 6 Q %y Y "0h Foy : = v 
manner of baviizing; & yet all the white koideih 


\ f k _ 
21> lo 1). 


22 Darkneſs, and Confuſlon Vanguiſh'd, 
for Baptiſme it ſelf , and faithfully contend 
for it; yea and conclude too , notwithſtanding 
thoſe abuſes , axd corruptions (ſecing) by the 
Antients , aad in the falſe Church Baptiime 
all along was maintained , it doth rather con- 
firm , and prove the thing itſelf to be an Ordi- 
nance of Jeſus Chriſt then otherwiſe (though not 
as they perform, and practiſe it ) why cannot ne 
do tne like concerning taat Rite of Popiſh con- 
firmation ? we do detect, and abominate all 
thoſe Superſtitions Ceremonies uſcd by them , 
and witneſs ag1inſt them for co9ngins of the ſub- 
elf, ( vis.) from baptiſed Believers to (prinks 
led 1:fanrs, or ſuch as were rantiled in their 
Infancy ; and yet contend for the thing it ielf 
as it was practiſed in the Apoſtles time, and 
little reaſon he hath to blame us herein : Sith, 
the work of Reformation, or to labour to re- 
duce Ordinances to their primitive purity , 
and luſter, is by himſelf, and all accounted a 
Slorious work: yea, and it is a {ull and complear 
Reformation , thar we all lon2 for , not only for 
one Ordinance to be reftored,& refined from the 
dro's, and abominaile fi/th of Povith Traditions, 
but every appointment,3nd Ordin:nce of ChriR, 
ir. Darvers poge 30, having given us an 

account , how Layins on of bands, or Confir- 
mation , hath been alerted , and j ractiſed - 

(By the Antients, 

By Councels: 

By the Church of Rowe. 

By the Church of England, 

By tome of the [zacpendent ,and Precbyterians 
perſwa'.on, An 


& 444 


RI Tn ee Reon amen 
a 


j 
E 
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| 


or, tr mth in its. primitive purity. 23 
And Laſtly, By ſome of the bapriſed Churches) 
he comes to examine upon what ground ſuch a 
great Ordinance hath been , and 1s enjoined : 
Doubtleſs it doth concern us all , to fee what 
ground , or Scripture warrant we have for what. 


| ever we do, or isdonc inthe worſhip, and ſer- 


| vice of God; And as touching Confirmation, 
or Laying on of hands , as aflerted , and practiſed 


by ſome he ſpeaks of, I marvel not that they 


| leave the Scripture, and fly to Tradition : For 
' Firſt, as touching the thing which the Popiiſh 


Church calls an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt , tis 
ſo blaſphemous , and ridiculous (as he well ob- 
ſerves ) that the very naming ofthe particulers 
thereof , may fully detect the folly, and impiety 
of it; whether reſpeCting the name , which is 


called Chryſme, UVniton , per feltion ,&c. or the. 


nature, which is done by putting the {1gn of the 
Croſs with the Biſhops finger , in the forehead 
of the Confirmed , with theſe words : 7 figs thee 
with the ſign of the Croſs , and with the Chryſme of 
ſalvation , in the Name of the Father . Son, aud 
Holy Spirit , the Party being in a white Gar- 
ment , his head bound with linnen , his hatr cut, 
and attended with Goſſips , or Sureties;- this is 
that (faith Mr. Darvers) which ſeveral Popes, 
and Councels, have by their Canons , ana De- 
crees determined , and enjoyned as the great Sa- 
crament of Confirmation, pag. 3. 

Well might Hemmirs tell us , that it is not 
only contrary to the Scriptures , but Blaſphe- 
mous , and Idolatrous , and the vain invention of 


duperſtitious Men, And Tiles call it , an CX- 
| B 4 Cremen; 


Reply.3 


Reply. 
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24 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
crement of Antichriſt, And Ameſcue Tay , thihenc 
reaſons given for the ſame by the Papiſts , arl (viz 
both empty , and vain. And Mr, Calvin cry ouf of i 
againſt it , as is minded by Mr. Danvers 3 TdTo 
which I might add a paſſage out of a Treatiſqgur 
of Mr. Haxmors, who though he is very clearJjite 
as touching Laying on of hands upon Adult Perltiou 
ſons Baptiſed , before they are admitted to thato ti 
Lords Table , yet doth cry down the Papiſts prajbe t 
Ctiſe herejn,in reſpect of manner,and ſorm they|ding 
uſe (ſaith he) anointing with Chry/me . a comſuper 
pound, of Oyl and Baliom, conſecrated by the} T 
Biſhop ; which as it was never inſtituted byjon « 
Chriſt , nor his Apoſtles , {o ſaithhe ( as (omelown 
affirm it ). had its original from Cal:x::9 Biſhop c0, 
of Rowe, Anno 218, who ordained Confirmation KP, 
to be perfarmed with Chry/me, which before | £ 
was done with impoſition of hands without |* /# 
Chry/me: And further he ſpeaks concerning the ** jy 
form, which (faith he) they make to lye in FF 
theſe words: Conjigro te figna Cracw, & con Fes 
fi-mo te Chryſmaie [ailutis, in nomine Parris , 03 <[# 
Fili,& Spiritus Santi; I [ign thee with the fien of Fe _ 
the Croſs, and conſr/m thee with the Chryſme of Sal- © fo 
vation , in the Name of the Father , Son and Holy F hi 


"1 
| ; 4% 
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See Mr. Gooft'ys A meer humane invention and device f* of 


Hanmor (faith Mr, Hanmer) that hath not the leaſt ſhadow Furr 
\ noone for it from th; Seriptnre ,, aiſo another exception | fi 
# 00 he brings , apaii/s tre Pop: way of Laying onof Fre 
way of hands (viz) inreſpect of the ſubject , they Con- *qs 
« 10; ina urming Infants , when according to the Apoſto- j 
—_— ical Inſtitution , it belongs only to ſuch as Fi 
3. 45, Je Adult; And apparent "cis that Calvin from | @ 


hence 


\ 


or, Truth in ts primitive parity, 25 
th hence. bore his witneſs againſt Confirmation , 
ar} (viz, )4n reſpect of the abuſe , and corruption 
Of of it , as appears in his /:/tirme. lib. 4. cap. 19. 
TqTo which agrees the teſtimony of Chemnities z 
tour Men (faith he) have often ſhewed , that the 
aA trite Coniitmation , ifthe unprofitable Superfti- 
ftious Traditions , and {uct. that are repugnant 
Nndto the Scripture , were removed , may piouſly 
rajbe uſed to the cUification of the Church , accor- 
Eyjding to the conſent of the Scripture , Exercirar. 
M-Jupon Confirm. pag. OF. 
he] That Cai/viz owned Confirmation , or Laying 
dyjon of hands to be a Divine Inſtitution , take his 
nefown words : © Namiegue /atws proſua wtiluate 
PF commendaris pureſt ſanitum hoo Jrſtitutem, vec 
0 | Papiſtis fatrs exprobari tam flagitioſa Corruptela 
ef Luotilins 11 pucriles vertoreo; lreptias non mo- 
it F© ſuſtulernunt e medio ſed eo quo qua ad Impure , & 
c F* impie Superſtitions pretextium twr pit [nt abuſi 
g f* For neither can this holy Inſtitution (ſaith he ) be 
;- F*ex029h commended for its utility,nor the Papiſts be 
*{afftciently upbraided with their ſo flagitiorns cor- 
* ryprion of it , that by turning of it into Chilarſh 
* fopperies , they have not only taken it away , but 
' have a'(o ſo far ſhamefully abuſed it , for a colour 
"of an impure, and impiozs Superſtition. And 
urther he faith; © Advlierinam entmillans Cone 
'firmatione , quam in ejits ſurrogarunt inſtar Me- 
'retricrg , wanna Ceremontar im [plenaere multis- 
"qXe Pompars # is frees fri W049 07f.ant : Fr they 
beyond mea/ure deck that Adalterous Corfirma- 
* tion, which they btve [ubſt tuted 49 1ts room the 
an Harlot with great [Þ!lendor of Ceremontcy. If 
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pag. 51. 


Exercit, © therefore ( (faith that worthy Author in his ſai 


26 Darkne[s, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 


Excercitat, upon Confirm, ) Confirmation ſhalſ "© 
* be. ara'scd from theſe mixtnres of humane Inve ich 
* $1095, that have for «4 long time [0 defaced , ani 
«© deformed it (viz) not called it a Sacrament if” 
© their Popiſh matter both (remete yand proxima) << 
< gnointing with conſecrated Chryſme , the forehea"© 
* of rhe Confirmed tn the form of a Croſs be ri 
© moved ; if not Infants , nor Children , who are nf 

* Jet arrived to years of diſcretion be admitted , by IN 
« {ſuch that are Adalt , who are able rogive an as & 
© comnt of their Faith , and the work of Grace upt"® 
© their hearts , finally if thoſe feigned effeits , me 6 
© tioned by them as the end and uſe of it , togeth thi 
< with thoſe 1d'e additions, that have betided it "<< 


_ © the declining times of the Churct, te rejeited aw® ) 


* caft of; anarf done only with Prayer , ana Lap" 
© ing on of hanas , for the admiſſion of Perſons 4 
* full Members , to the exjoyment of all Churt® 
* Priviledges , as moSt agreeable toithat of the A" 
© poſts:.cal , and primitive times , will (ſaith hep 
© I conceive be found to be exceeding uſefel , alk 
© adUd"ntagions , 45 @ thing requiſite , if not necef"" 
* ſary 19 @ right Reſormationz and the redgcing qu 
© the Criirores of Chriſt to their native beanty , al ** 
« prig:s5:0c pureſt ſtate, and confiitution, Cc. anX 
And that it might appear it was not only kf C 
own judgement, together with Calvin, arf*'< 
Chemnities, he produceth ſeveral other emineP<* 
: Lights of the Reformed Churches (viz.) Pe: nd 
Aartjr , the Divines of Leyden , Paras, I 
wot , Peter du Aoulin , Didoclamns , as all wif®V 


ncihag to Laying on of hands upon the Bapriſq” 


% or, truthinits primitive parity. 27 
qfuch ,-as an Apoſtolical Inftitution ; and that 
ich ought to be, practiſed by the Churches of 
iſt, being refined from all Popiſh corrup- 
vt, 8s > andadditions ,asthe beſt expedient, and 
»4) {ieft way to a happy Reformation , according 
eh he primitive Paternz To which I might add 
2 of. Gary, Mr. Baxter , Mr, Ralph Venning . and 
e wilt. @. Hughes , who all f; cak the ſame things 
| þgpcerning Confirmation , as may be ſeen in 
tir Epiſtles to the forementioned Book of Mr. Fg 
awors , 1n commendation , and approbation | "x7 
treof; and indeed to ſee how clear they berians clear 
el) their underſtandings, concerning this Ordi- touching 
i; gnce oi Laying on of hands, and how learnedly, YM 
{ al judiciouſly they have laboured to recover it ,. regned 
Lapm thoſe Popiſh mixtures, and curſed pollu- from Po- 
»; £ns of the Romiſh Church , hath been of a re- piſh pollw 
vE{hing nature unto me ; though I can't bur" 
- f\mire in the mean while , they ſhould ſtill re- 
| heſ[in ſo blind , and dark concerning Baptiſme , 
,Þt perceiving how that alſo hath been as vilely 
eceprrupted , and changed from the Apoſtolical In- 
«x fitution , in reſpect of the ſubject, and manner 
% of adminiftration, as well as in regard of thoſe 
Ile, and ridiculous forgeries , and additions , 
; bif Chryſmes , Confignations, Albes, Salt, _ 
anfureties , &c., which they witneſs againft ;- Now 
1cere but their eyes opened {o, as to recover, 
3nd drain Baptiſme from Popiſh corruptions, mu- 
ations, or alterations upon this account allo , 
witow would it add to the beauty,and perfection of 
;{{heir Confirmation,and Reformation; (provided 
cording to their light they would alſo get _ 
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Thoſe of he, having in pag. 31. ſhewed us how blaſp 
the An- / mous,, and abominablea thins the rite of Co 
tients he fixmation is, as hath been atterted by the | 


23 Darkneſs, and Confuſion Vanquiſh's, | 
the practiſe of both;)and what glorious Churſ; P 
might they ſoon come to be , ye excel man}, 
the baptiſed Congregations , in reſpeCt of} - 
plain form , order , and conſtitution of the Hq. « * 
of God , according to the primitive Pate 
But to Pom_ ( there are few, or none 
can gather } do appoſe this Ordinance , { 
ſome of the Baptiſts , of which Mr. Danvers n 
be reckoned the chief; for beſides theſe mog _ 
Writers , already mentioned , who ſpeak ſo if, | 
concerning Laying on of hands , with praye 
God , for more of his Holy Spirit of prom 
& as an orderly admiſſion unto Church Com 
nion, the perſwalion ,or judgement of the Aﬀe 
bly of Divines, concerning this Ordinance 
might alſo produce , how clearly they do ag 
with the forementioned Presbyterian, and In 
pendent Miniſte:s herein , you may ſee int 
Annotations on Heb. 6. wp 
But no more of this at preſent , leaft wet 
far digreſs from the matter in hand , that whh, "4 
we have here ſaid, is in anſwer to Mr, Danvq, 
in reſpect of the rite it ſelf, or thing calledCo| 
firmation ; and how to be rezected ( as wehq 
a cloud of witneſſes agreeing with us hereiq, ” 
and ow to be maintained, owned, and practil "=P 
by the-Churches of Cirift. TJ 
I ſhall now return to Mr. Danvers, pag. # apr 


> 
oſt 
| ter 
tients, and Decrees of the general Counceh | 
and practiſed by the corrupt Churches, fnt 


nc 


tal 
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ts 


[ 


"or, truth in its primitive purity, 29 
kt place he comes to enquire , what credit or 
hority the Fathers , or DoCtors are of that 
tneſs to it , whoſe authority he labours to dif- 


dye , calling chem ſuborned Witneſſes , and 
[ſights of the poſt. 


ut 


GHAP:; HE 


10( 


If kewing who the Ancients arc, and of their crcatt, 


1d authority, who have bery witneſs to Laying 
033 of hands. 


Dmit we grant what Mr. Danvers Peaks , Anſwer, 


w concerning Dyon1/. Areopagite,and the De- 
al tal Epiſtles of the firſt Popes , to be 1mpious 


, and forgeries, ſhall we thereſore conclude 

are all ſuborned W itnefſes (v:z.) the An- 

ts who have writen concerning Laying on 

ands ; Surely many of the Fathers , who have 

FT witneſs thereunto , are generally received, 

their authority approved as the beſt of hu- 4. p 
ne Writers; What ſay you to Terraliay, ſhall  209-: 
call him a Knight ofthe Poſt? take his Tefti- 16" ©" 
ny : © Manu imponitzr per brnediltHonem ad- Papr. c.5, 
yocavs, Cf 1tyvitans S piritum Sanitum. twnc ille 

Vantti ſinus Spiritus [nper emundata , & bene- 

, {a Corpora libens a Patre deſcerdit : After 

__ apti/me che band 1s impoſed by bleſſing aud calle 

Ci f And iHUVItIOg ef the Holy Spirit then that 

Pt Holy Spirit willingly deſcends from the Fe- 

ter, upon the Bedies thas are cleanſed. and ble 
Moreover he faith : ©* Tr # the fleſply, or 9:ite 


W124 


Bapt. ad 


Quinril, 
Cap. 8, 


De Pra 
Script. 
Cap. 36. 


Euſeh. lib. 
7, C.-2. 


Euſed., lit. 
6.C 26, 
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Darkneſs, ana Confuſion vanguiſh'd, 


30 


Terrul. de *© ward att of B aptiſme , that we are aipt 1 wh W3 


« the ſpiritual effetts , that we are freed fri thz 
«© $5ns: Then follows, Laing on of hana: ell 
«© Diſpenſer inviting the Spirit of God by P Cr 
And again being cleanſed by Baptiſmaſ th! 
ter (faith he) we are diſpoſed for the| 
Spirit , under the hands of the Angel PO 
Church ; And iurther ſpeakins concerning V!! 
happy ſtate o. the Church in his day , he 
ſhe believeih in God; fheiigns with water| (la 
is baptiſeth; ) ſhe cloaths vi un the Spirit, th: 
by Impoſition of hands;) the feeds with th by 
cnariſt; and exhorts to Martyrdom; ani ag 
this Order, or Inſtitution , ſhe receive Ag 
Man, S 
Another ſuborned Witneſs that I ſhall q © 
if we mult call him ſo , ſhall be Ex/eb1zs (nd PF 
Pope of that name, ) but En/ebiuu5 Pamphilm wi 
lived in the time of Conjftariinus Magum 
Emperor , about three hundred years (v 
Chriſt , he certifies fully to our purpoſe, 
the ancient mariner of receiving Member: 
the Churci , was witn Prayer, nag ( 
hands ; Doubtieſs by calling ir the ancient! 
ner , 1tmulit needs refer to the Apoſtles time 
Again Exſeo:ms deciarcth , that one N' 
being fick was baptiſed , if it may be cal 
Baptiſme (faith he) which he received , f 
obtained not after his recovery , that whid 
ſhould have done by the Canon of the Ch Th 
to wit Confirmation by the hands of the Bt 
which having not obtained , how can he be 
poſed to have received the Holy Spirit ? | 
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or, truth in its primitive purity. 3r 
| 2-g4 + 

was about the year 260./ 'Tis alfo to be noted , 

that in neither of thoſe places , nor any where 

elle in Eu{ebizs , 1s the leaſt mention made of 

Crofling , or Chryſme , in the adminiſtration of 


nal this Ordinance, 


1e | 


] 0 
ne | 


cr 


Cyprian ſhall be the next, whom none I ſup- a » 250. 
poſe do take for a ſuborned Witneſs , having Cyprian 


| urged that of the Apoſtles going to Samaria, to Þis Epiſt. 


impoſe hands on thoſe that Phi/l5p had baptiſed Jubar 
(faith he) which cuſtom is alſo deſcended to us , '” 
that they who are baptiſed , might be brought 

by the Rulers of the Church , and. by Prayer, 


| and Impoſition of hands obtain the Holy Ghoft. In his Ep. 
| Again faith Cyprian : © It us of no purprſe no lay 


| © they receive the Baptiſme of the Church. IT might Epift. 72. 


produce Origen , In his T. Hemily upon Extkie, 210% 
who {peaks concerning it. Origen. 
Allo Hierom , who anſwers this queſtion, jj;crom. 
(viz.) why he that is baptiſed in the Charch , Dial. ad a 
doth not receive the Holy Ghoſt , but by impo- i uciter. 


{ fition of hands (faith he ) This obſervation for 


the honour of the Prieſthood , did deſcend from 


| the Scriptures; lf you ask me where it is written? 


tis anſwered, i» Actions Apoſtolorum : "tis wiit 
ten in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
Ambroſe is cited by H. Darvirs himſelty, wit ambreſe, 
Aupsſizne , and ſome others whoſe authority is ,peuſtin 
: : WE FR « 4 5 - 
not queſtioned: To which [ migit add Cyry/eftem, chrifoft. 
T heoaoret , Cc Several others , y ea many MIS Theoge- 
be produced , beſides thoſe he calls juboneecrer. 
witneſs; ani yet have we ſai better Authors, 
- - : | Me f Py FIR 
and witneſles , to defend this facred truth, for 
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22 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanqgmiſh'd, 
we have the authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
tis left on record amongſt the tirft principles 0 
his Doctrine; we have the teftimony of the A 
poſtles Perer . and fobn 5 and one not inferior ty 
them, JÞ!z..) bleite! St, Pau! - as hath, and thall gi 
(God affilting | be male further evident : And uf 
on no better aurko-ity , I muſt confeſs , is thi a” 
ſacred Ordinance impoied upon us. 

But now ro {p2ak more dir<Ctiy tro Mx. Dar 
vers, Whar he in'iſterh vpon in pag, 33. about 
the rite: of Contir: tion , as 'tis 2ractiſed in the 
Church of X-me , an4 as corrupted rom the pure. 
Inficution , we readily grant taat 1t 15 of no betf 
ter Authority then Intants Baptiſme. A&nd at 
touching what he ſpeaks of Kiver , that it was 
neither inſtituted by Chriſt , or his Apoftles , 'ti 
ſpoken with reſpect of the Popiſh manner, with 
Chryſme, and other ridiculous Ceremonies, 
which was before done with Prayer , and Impo- 
firion of hands without Chry/me , they did , faith 
Mr. Baxter , make naft to corrup: it , they 
quickly introduced the Crofles , and Crz/we . by 
from the beginnins it was not ſo : And as touch 
ing what he ſpeaketh concerning Ambre/e . fe 
rom , Augaſtiz, and ſome others , it is granted, 
they lived in thoſe times when the Church was 
adulterated , and the holy appointments of Chri 
corrupted , and changed from their primitive pu 
rity ; and this makes no more apainſt the holy 
Ordinance of Laving on of hands, then it doth 
againſt Bap:iſme , and the Supper of our Lord, 
&c. as I have- alrcady ſhewed ; All that Mr. 
Daxvers hath ſaid hitherto of Tradition , and Fal 
Tincrs, 


or, Truth in its primiive purity, 33 - 


iſ thers , makes cnly againſt the Church of Rome, 
* Of and England, and ::thers who have drunk of the 
- 1 Whores cup ; thoſe things which they cry up . 
if for Apoſtolical Traditions , are nought , elſe 
a ſure meer humane innovations , and curſel in- 
UN ventions of corrupt Men, 1I ſhall cloſe this with 


this 


? 


Ou! 
the 
ure 


Defy 


—— 


a paſſage of Doctor fer. Tu ler , in his Epiſtle pe. Tayter 
Dedicatory , treating about Laying on of hands Epiſt. De- 
#)-upon baptiſed Perſons as ſuch.ſaith he) ©* ru was dicats 


* gnCient , and long before Popery entered into the 
*« World, and that + thts 1 te hath been more abuſed 


« by Popery then by any thing. Concerning 


what Mr. Danvers ſpeaks of the Waldenſesz that 
the true Walzen/es were 2gainſt Impoſition of 
hands ; if that be true which he ſays, yet it muſt 
be underſtood , that it was the Popiſh Confir- 
mation which they diſowned,called a Sacrament, 
accompanied with Ceremonies; for ſol find they 


| expreſs themſelves ; Such a Confirmation] Srant 


they witneſs againſt, as being nene of Chrifts 
Inſtitution , but introduced by the Devils infti- 
ation , 'twas'the corruption of it , and not the 
thing it ſelf. Doubtleſs they witneſs againſt , 

that they owned not Laying on of hands at all 
after Baptiſme , before admiſhon was granted 


I tothe Lords Table; I judpe it will be to hard 
for Mr: Danvers to make appear. But it they 
| ſhould be ignorant of this truth 'tis no marvel , 


conſidering the day they lived in 


If it ſhould be objected , they wich other gyje Riow 


Churches , and People he mentions , were muc 
enlightened into the truths of the Gofpe!, 

That is no good argument , ſince glor:ons Re- 
C formers 
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 Tlracl Ps ſo; and there was very preat glal 1 


34 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
formers , and eminent enlightened Souls , mg 
notwithſtanding lye ſhort of tome Inſtitution 
the Almighty ,-as appears both inthe Old , a V 
New Teſtament :. W hat glorious light had I} 
wid, Silomn . Hezekian , foſ1av , and many oth P 
ol the Godly Kings , and Prophets in 7 as ? a wh 
yet: one thing, witch was plainly laid down! 
the B 008 of the Law,tney were mages : ray 
ſome Jus ige , tliey Gid not ice it, (v:2 ) fit! 
in Boot” 5 in the Feaft-of the leventh Monet 
of. .whici we read In Nevenias 8. 13,14. th p 
jounu written (faith the Text) 1 in the Law,whi . 
God commancicd by, o/er, that the Children 
1/7 ac! ſhouid dwell in Booths , in the Feaſt oft 


w 


«ſeventh Moneth z-Yer/. 15. And all the Cong ,, 
_Zation of them, that were come again out 
, Captivity,, made Booths , and ate under t 


Booths; tor fince the days of 7-44 the Son 
Nan, unto that day , had- not the Childrend , 


nefs , verſe 47. | h 
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Spewing upon what growns , ſome i hey ke T:aepende 
and Prerbiters ” perj (waſton , Bdv! aſſer rid Lil 
ng on of #anas on Dapiiſed Fer ſons, Lo 


dition , and Fathers , he tells us , he will co 

cr the Scripture grounls ,- that is urged i 
— hereof by the Independents, and thofeq , 
tl - 


I 3g. 36. Mr. Danvers having done with fs , 


— 


or, Truth in its primitive purity. 35 
the Presbyterian perſwaſion ; In the firſt place, 
which 1s principally Heb 6. 1. 2. which he ſaith, 
Mr. Hanmor modeſtiy expreſicth , robe but a 
probable ground. 

To which I ſhall give this anſwer,that though 
| Mr. Hanmer doth uſe ſuch a Phraſe (vi2.) ca!):ng 
pay {He?,6.1,2. A probable ground , he dotn NOC 

p- 1 ſay, 'tis but a probahle ground ; -and'thoſe that 

read his Book ſha'! fint | that he doth avundant- 
net 1y , by the reftimony of divers famous Men , en- 
” 1.1 deavorr to prove it, 75 be -bſolutely che Lay- 


> » MN 
1t10n 
#3 
ad 


Wh ing on of hands , inten.eth in that Scripture, v<< Page 
4o; And fince | find many eminent Men , ſpeaking * Ou 
O19 fo plainly upon this account oa #teb, 6. 1,2. and 

PPEN to fatisfie fome Perſons herein , and prevent 


O 8 'H 2 " | % 
"tf miſtakes , take a cw inſtances out of Mr, axe 


© | Yor» AS tne juigement of ſeveral Divines upon 
>| that Tex, 
—_ - The firſt I ſhall cite 1s Ds t2cl/aviczs , who of pjidocla- 
Blal three laterpretations of this Text , mentioned vius c, 2. 
by him , adanuts oi this (VIS, ) Laytrg 7L- of hanas 
TS after Bapriſme , and bi fore a4rsittea tote Loras 
|, Table : And gives a reaſon why it may be 
| called Confirmatory. « Newpe ratione Eccleſie 
® id wn approbantis & confur mani is [4a approbatione exa- 
7 | -, Piyatnm ad vcrum , illnud ac genie C 0nfir mas 
"EM. «+ 2e30mda Sacraments aamitientts: (viz.) Becauſe 
of rhe Churches approving » and by their approbt- 
© tlox7 confirming of the Perſon , examined , and ar- 
* mitting him znto that: true, ana geiuine rite of 
* Confirmation, , | 
The next is Afar , © Onihs place (faith he) ve ON 
*ailihas 1 have ſeen (mark )#nacrſc and ir of Impo- nh 
2 j1i849 
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= AT RNC Sy MA © onfuſion vangniſh'd, 
« ſition of hands pou {uch as have ben baptiſed only, 
Bullinger. 
——_— Mr. Hooker alledging T. C. thus ſpeaking , tel 
ry £9 1 © me,why there ſhould be any ſuciConfirmation 
hisA;pcr- © ſeeing that no one title thereof can be found in 
dix p3g-3-*© the Scripture; Thus anſwers #rontcally , EXCE 
« the Epiſtle to the Hebrews chap. 6. 2. be Scrip| 
« ture plain!y intirrating (Aaith Mr. Ha-mor ) the 
« thoughr that place to be a ſufficient ground fot 
« jt, and that to bethe meaning of the Apoſtl 
<f there. 
Mr. Parzer, who refiting the Arguments 0 


Mr,Parker S : 
de Polir. thoſe that plead for Epiſcopal Conficmation,dot 


Ecclel.1:0. arfarge aflent {ſaith our Author) that which 1s b 
3-C19. 15* ne delivered, oo 

Firſt, © Heſhews the general nature, and en( 

«of it, (%:z.) the 3dmiſion of Members int 
« Communion of the Churci:, which accordinglf 
© was mace uſe of towards 1uch that were con 
* verted. This Impolition of hands (faith he] 

« Heb. 6.2.15 thatvery Eccleliaſticul Union , b 
*« a ſojcmn profjeſiiug of Faith , and admiſſion intd 
& the Church, | 
Seconaly , © He ſhews the neceſſity of ir, fron 
>, this Text Het, 6 2, (faith Mr. Hunmor.) 
Thirdly , That it ought to be done publickly, 
and betore the Church : © Eft hic ordotyter gra) 

"VIA regotia agttnr , enim «e mmoro vecipiendo pu 

« blicum hoc «ft , & publict jurts , & ideo non nt 

«.E "—_ C017enſn ejuſaem, CHE adjungenas 

© Competens perficienains 5 This courſe uw to ber 

© honed among tee weighty affairs ,"it i a public 
"© [king , and of publick right, for the maner 1 


ap' 


or, truth in 1ts primitive parity, 37 
6 agitation , 15 Co:Cer ny g the re: e'ving of 4 Meme 
i ber , and therefore not tobe per for mea withour the 
«© conſent of that [ame Charah, to whichihe Compe- 
« rent 7s to Þ: joined, 

Fourthly., He ſhews the Antiquity thereof, 
and that 'tis an Apoſftolical Inftitution , and 
« the practiſe of the Antient Church. 

He further affirms, that Pi/caror ſo underſtood Pap. 28. 
Heb. 6 1,2. (iz,)to mean Laying on of hands Excerar. 
upon the Baptiſed; Alſo Beza, Pires, and Rivet, CY 
whoſe words take? as followeth : «< Impajitio ma- Parzus, 
 nurm cnjus mrtio fi2 Heb, 6, 2. referendacſt Rivet. 
* a1 'olemren Baptizatimum Benedifiionem , ETA. 

* Paſtori9ns ſole «i firs eos tn { hriſti2n1fſims vo- 

"* cations confi -engutibies 2 / 779farion of havds - 

*© whereof mentto: 3 1.242 Heb. 6.2, i to be refer- 

"red mto the ſolr=31 vencdittion of rhe Baptiſed , 

© which vas wed to be performed by the Paſtors , 

*f com fyrypt *g them in whe calliy of Chriſttazity. 

He menti--ns the Doctors of 7eyden  ſhewing Doors of 
this to be their Icnice up2a this Text alſo, LEIDEN 

Cavin, whovives this only , as the thing in- vin, 

tendeth by the Apoſcic in this place, from whence 

he draws this remarkable Inicrence ; wherein 

(faith Mr, Hanwe-| he plainly declares , his ap- 
prehenſions concerning the original andAntiquiry 

of this practiſe in the Church of Chriſt ( Hic 1s 

* locrzs Ec j this one piace (faith he) doth abun- 

« dantly teſtify , that the original of this Cere- 

* mony ( viz.) Confirmation , or Laying on of 

* hands , did flow fromthe Apoſtles , whic' yer , 

* afterwards was turned int a Superſtitionzas the 

* world almott always doth degenerate from the 
| A 3 bcit 


23 Darkneſs, and Confuſion Vanquiſh' 2, 
*©beft Inftitutionsi nto corruption : Wherefore, 
*« ſaith Cavin, to this day rats pure Inftitution 
© mars} ought to be retained , biitthe Superſtt- 
*tion to becorcected, Why ihould Mr, 4:vers 
«« preiumre to lay, ticie Men confeis the Scripture 
© 1s but a probable gro!:n.1, and that Tradit.on, 
* and Antiquity the more certain, And eguin that | 
*f there 15 nothing but a ſainc intinuation trom the 
** Scripture to ground Laying on of hands upon. , 
What Men can ipeak more fully to a Text ? 
Hyperuss But toproceed , he adds H:jerws, [Impoſition | 
: of hands, #6, 6. 2,. © wasin the confirmation of | 
«* thoſe that had been baptiſed(faith he ) and r:ght- | 
*ly inftructed, that they might reccive ths Holy 
** Spirit, He vurgetn ſcveral other Perlons of tie 
ſame mind, as Ej;rieas Mr. Deering, &c, 

\M, Hughes To which |! might add what Mr, Hgkes men: 
are of Tons upon this account , ſpeaking of this Text 
Piymourh Heb, 6. 2, © It 15 by forme glorious Lights in the 
ions 5 «« Church . ſaith h:) underſtood (vi. ) of Cocfir- 
rm, mation , in that Phraſe of Impo':tion of hands, 

< annexcd tO Baprifune, Hich.6.Whence it 1s ſatd, 
*« that this abundantly teſitfie, that the original of 
*tiis Ceremcny flowcd jrom the Apoſtles. 

The Af- Before,] procced , | might cite a paſſage full 
f-m'5y onto the ſame purpoſe, as the Judgement of th:t 
11-5.6..2. Jearned Aſſembly of D:ivines , which take as fal- 

low th, out of their nous on Heb, 6 2. 
** Layingon of hands, which fay they , is uſually 
« called Confirmation: which ſtood Firſt, in exa- 
*< mining tho{e that had been baptiſed , what pro- 
*©greis they had made in Chriſtianity. 
** Secondly, In | praying for them , that God 
wou:d 
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or, Truth in its primitive purity, © 39 
. © would continue them in the Faith,& give them 
« more grace , ſtrengthenins ttiem by his Holy 
« Spirit, tiey :aid th*ir hanus wpon them, whence 
*the Apoſtoiical Conttitation was called, Laying 
*© on of han'is. " 
W hat Mr. 54v/er fpeaks unon itnis account-] Mr.Baxter 
can't well omit: z'. © liihe Univerial Church of £3 <onfir, 


1 Dl I j " Ws © o 2 
es Coriſt (faith he)nzve Viigt! Pr1YeEr, CC Laving on® I 4,125 


* of hands. as a praC.1f recerved fromthe Apoſt- 
*les; andno other beginning of it can be found, 
*then we have no reaſon fo rink this Ceremo- 
*ny to be cea'cd , or to interpret the forcfaid 
* Scripture , contrary to tis practiſe of che Uni- 
*verſal Church. Bi tae aniecedent 15 true, crgo; 
« And if any ſay, anointing, and crofiing were an- 
*cicnt; | aniwer (faiti he) 
« Fir, That they were as ancient in the Po- 
«© piſh uſe , as the matter of a Sacrament . or ne- 
* ceſſary lignes, is not true. nor proved, but fre- 
<««quentiy diſproved by our Writcrs , againlt Po- 
i© piſh Confirmation. 
« Seconaly, Nor can it be proved , that tney 
«were as anCient as indifferent things. 
** Thirdly , Weprove tie contrary , becauſe 
*they were not in Scriptures times , I=Ccre bcirs 
*no mention of them. 
« Fowrthiy , Sothat we bring Antiquity out to 
'* prove the continuance of a Scriprure practiie, 
« and ſo to clear the practiſe of 1:;But rhe Paj its 
« plead Fathc1s , for that which the Scripture 1s 
«afſtranger unto. rant 
« ] ſhall cloſe this with reverend Mr. Hozer pu th, 
* the ancient Cuſtom of the Church(faiin he) was 144 v 2544 
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* after they had baptiſcd,to add thereunto Impojand 
*{ition of hands , with cffeCtual Prayer for the ilupo 
«« |umination of Gods moſt Holv Spirit , to confceſl 
« firm, & perfect that which the ſaid grace of thycia! 
« ſaid Svirit had already begun in Bapri:rae , fofffirn 
« the means to;obtain the graces which God dotlfoth 
© beſtow, are our prayers, and our prayer iqder 
© that intent are available as well for oth«rs as ſoit, 


© q0ur ſelves, 


undoing all that hehad done , concerning Lay: 


ing on of hands , both from Scripture , and An 


tiquity , I ſhall leave thatto his confideration , 
who may happily look upon himfe:f , concerned 
to fay ſomething in his ewndefence; ard ſhall 
only intreat this of the Reader , to conſider that 
though we have urged the teſtimony of ſeveral 
Authors , who are one with us in the main, 
concerning our practiſe herein, yet we do not 
build upon Men, or Tradition , but upon the 


Word of God; neither do we judge there is any| 


nced, or neceſſity for us to make uſe of, or 
take up new weapons for tie defence of ſo plain 
a truth; fith our Adveriaries have been ſo ſuff- 
ciently worſted , and put to flight by the Sword 
of the Spirit , as it hath been in the hands of ſe- 


veral eminent Saints , uſed in times paſt: What! 
we have mentioned of Authors , we have been: 


in part forced to it , by what Mr. Danzers hath 
written upon that account of them ; and that 
Icads me to what he ſpeaks page 40. concerning 
tne Scripture grounds; upon which he ſays , the 
Baptiſts have aſſerted this rite (as he calls it 
any 


$900 


What Mr. Danvers mentions, of Mr, Baxter 


Ski 


. or, truth inits primitive parity. 41 
NP9and founded this rratice , of Laying on of hands 
1c ihupon baptiſed Believers, and ſo eſſentially ne- 
confcefſary ro Church Communion , is as before eſpc- 
t thqciaily held forth Heb. 6. 1, 2. though not af- 

folfirmed with that ſobriety , and modeſty , as the 
dottfother from probability , but rather infallibility, 
r iddenying fellowthip'to any that do not reccive 
$ ſoffit, &c, 


tory £ 
AY: CH AP. V. 

Ant | 

on | Skewing how , and #0»; what ground the Baptized 
1ed} Chrroves Go efſert Lajirg on of 6.405. 

hall 


hat F< thoſe Perſors kh: ſpeaks of , have writ Anſwer, 
A and aſl it d Lay: g on of! ans fron that 

in, Text , I ſhall Icave tothe pricicious R-acer, by 

not! con dering thee Inſtarces forecited , ard that 

the] they hold it a'ſo , as eſſeniuai.y neceflary to 

ny} Church Commtt- ion , might 1 preſume be made 

or| manif.t , but that is not our preſent work , but 

ain] rather to make the thing ir ielf appear, to be an 

fi-| Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt ;-and in order to the 

rd| doing of this, thoſe two Particulars , or Prin- 

ſe-| ciples Mr, Danvers lays down , we will conſt- 

"ati der , ( v2.) | 

en; Firſt, That ts every Ordinance of Cerift there 

th] wnit be ſome plain poſprive word of [nſtitutio' , to 

at| confirms it , and neither humane Trazition , nor far 

ng | fetchr Conſequences, and Inlerercer, [ncb as the 

ne man) voltmes that have been written of Clrcumiie 

; cifion , and feceral holineſs , to aſſert Infants B-p- 

19 5/46 


Anſwer. 


Anſwer, 


42 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vangniſh'd, 
tiſme to be ay Ordinance of Chriſf . which no ortys Tn 
mar) Capacity can reach , and only Men of parihin(o 
and abilities can trace , and follow in their meanderimay 

Secondly , That to prattiſe any thing in1th Bi 
worſhip of God for an Ordinance of his , withagre 
out an Tnjtirution , will worſhip , and SuperStfgger 
ton, 0c. | itt 

The great Text urged for this Inftitutionſſhail 
you ſay is Hb. 6.1,2, © therefore leaving thiyiti 
« Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt , let us g&err 
* on to perfection , not laying again the founda[ay 
« tion of repentance from dead works, and d} B 
* Faith towards God of the Doctrine of Baptiſmil Hel 
* Laying on of hands , &c. 

This 1s the Text which is affirmed ( ſay you) 
to be the great Charter of the Church , for thi|urg 
point of Faith, and practice ; but how to find the{din: 
leaft warrant for the ſame there, ſay you , we ſet|vid 
not? If it was indeed [aid let ail baptiſed Believericou 
have hards laid upon them, with as much plainneſ', 
as let all Believers be baptized, Mar. 28, 29, Acts 
IO. 43. or ler all baptiſed Bulievers eat rhe Lora 
Supper, 1 Cor, 11, 24, Acts 2. 41. it was ſome|fro: 
thing to the purpoſe. | Me 

In the firſt place we do grant , that to everyſeve 
Ordinance of Chriſt there muſt be ſome word olj} a 
Inſtitution, and that ſuch far fetcht conſequence,}tiz 
you mind will not do , or be ſufficient , but that elſc 
every Inſtitution muſt be laid down , in ſuch] |] 

[ain poſitive words , as you ſeem to affirm, (viz )| 48 
Let all baptiſed Believers have hands laid upon them,| be 
I deny it beings none of our Principle I judge ,| N: 
nor yours: neither ; fith you practiſe ſuch things] yo 

: as} 


or, truth in its primitive purity, 4.3 

ordhes Inſtitutions of Chrift, which are not any where, 
artin{o many plain poſitive words commanded , as 
derlmay hereafter be ſhewed. 

4th But as to the other thing you mind, we do 
withioree with you 1n that matter. and ſay, wharfo- 
rMever is cone in the worſhip , and ſervice of God, 
ithout an [nftituricon , 1s will worſhip; and you 
100Þſhall ſee tht our principles agree , ana Comput 
 iyith a cho;e honeit P.oteſiant principles ( con- 
S icerning winat w* have to ſay further , about 
nda Laying on oi lands, 

4 of But to repiy to what you ſay, concerning 
ſm Heb. 6. it matters not , whether it be Heb. $.12. 
or Heb. 6. 1,2. or Ads8 16,17. or $19. 
ou}6. or any othcr Scripture , that isthe chicf Text 
thi|rrged to prove Laying on of hands, to be an Or- 
theſdinance , and Inftitution of Jeſus Chriit; pro- 
ſeeſvided the Scripture that is urged upon 1ti1s aC- 
veriſcount , will prove it {o to be ; But where 5s you 
ſay , you find not the leaft warrant for tac ſame, 
from thence I do ſomewhat marvel , conlidering 
what hath been formerly written , and proved 
me\from that Text , by ieveral worthy , and able 
Men , whoſe Books you , nor none eiſe have 
eryſever yet anſwered. But it ſeems you would 
| off tave 1t ſaid in ſo many plain words , [-t «Il bap- 
ce,|tized Believers have h:nds laid uponthem , or 
1a elſe 21] is juſt nothing that is aſſerted, 

<<] But , Sir, isit in /arth.28. 19. orin As 10, 
 )| 48. ſaid in ſo many plain words, let all Believers 
»,| be baptiſed? 'tis not fo to read in my Bible. 
e >| Nay, and I do affirm, that from Afar.28 !9.,20. 
g5| you cannot prove that all Believers ought p be 
as | ap- 


Any J—— 
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_ or natural Conſequences from the Scripture ; 


44 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanguiſh'd, 
baptiſed in water , without making uſe of ſony. þ 
inference , or ſome other Text of Scripture! give 
prove it, for as much as water is not expreſ{},;,. 
or mentioned there, Suppole a Laker ſhot q;; 
tell you , the Apoſtles had power given themſ},y. 
baptiſe with the holy Ghoſt , and that Chriſþ,.;, 
commanded them to baptiſe (all thoſe that wqjh@ 
taught , or diſcipled) with the Spirit , andrhat} 0 
doth not intend water in the leatt; what wok, 
you ſay? what courſe would you take to reſi ,. 
him ? Do you think you ſhould not need ſoy p;, 
conſequence , or another, or help from ſon. 
other Scripture , to prove 'tis water whiclh, 
meant , or intended there. 

But again Secondly , It is ſaid in 1 Cor. 11. 
in ſo many plain words , let all Believers 
rhe Lords Supper , or. in Ads 2. 41,42. h 
can you prove by ſo many plain words, t 
Women received the Lords Supper ? I grant” 
ealie to prove they did, yet when we dem 
ſuch plain Text for it , you need not be ſoa 
niſhed, Sir , do not miſtake your ſelf, I 
not ſee how ſuch queſtions do in the leaſt bet 
the truth , nor the Juſtice of our cauſe; neit 
doth our anſwers to ſuch like inſtances , ſou 
ally brought by thoſe that aſſert Pedobapti/ 
confute us, as you are pleaſed to ſay p.54. for 
are not 1n the leaſt againſt drawing of Inference of 


would not you allow any Pearbaprift to urgh 
Text of Scripture , and infer what he will fro 
it for his practiſe ; provided it may naturally ;, 
infered, or drawn , from the Premiſſes or Tq 


— 


or, truth inits prumnuve parity. 45 
fo Jie brings , ſurely you, as well as we, will readily 
= give them that liberty : But when Men ſhall men- 
, Jtion Scciptures,, to prove their principles , or pra- 

"File by , and infer this or that from them , to 
-_ the great wronging , and reſting ofthe Text , it 
—"T?bcing as far from the intent cf the Spirit of God 
'h Jtherein, as the Eaſt is from the Weſt , as ſuch 
CA Conſequences , and: inferences be , which are 
brought from Circumciſion , and federal holy- 
neſs, to prove Infants Baptiſme , they are ſuch 
kind of inferences which we declare againſt, But 
weneed not trouble-our ſelves with things of this 
nature , for as much as we have the holy Scrip- 
tures, ſpeaking io plainly for the proof of our pra- 
1-4 Qiſe.as At: 8.:7, As 19.6. and Heb.6.1,2. 
% where it is called a foundation principle of the 
_*f Doctrine of Chriſt, | , 
"7 To this you ſay in page 42. by way of Con- 
MN} feffion , 7 hat Laying on of hanas ts a principle of 
the Diitrine of Chriſt , But then you ſay , Ir muſt 
be {ach a Lajing 0». of hands , 4s ts ſomewrere 
taught , or prattiſed; but ſucn a Laying on of bands 
upon 4 baptiſed Believers, we find no where raught, 
or prattiſed ; Feſus Chriſt had no hands laid upon 
him by John Baptiſt , after he baptiſed hims z nee 
ther did he give one word of it in his C emmiſſion up- 
\ on his Aſcenſion 4 neither do we read that the Church 
of the Hebrews prattiſed any ſuch thing ; for there 
| & nomention , that the hundred and twenty had hands 
Sy laid upon them , nor the three 1b0n/and 11 chap. 2. 
0 five thouſand in chap. 4.. after their Bapriſme . 
ys before they orcke bready neither «0 we find the least 

1 of it in any other Churckes in the New Teftament 3 
i 7 0 neither 
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6 Darkneſs, and Confnfron vanquiſh'd, 
veithey in Samaria by Philip , 9r Corinth , Þ 
lippi, Colloſſia, Theſfalonica, Rome, che Cur 
es of Galatia Fe the Chnycnes 11 Ai, Smy rn! 
Thyatira , Pergamos , Sardis , Philadelphia , y 
”or in Epheſus 5 It #7 trwe Paul /ait bs rand 
upmm rwelve of their number , *:y0n another occaju 
as Peter, «nd John d'd in S2maria, &c. | 
You kive aid here a great deal , and refutd c1, 
us w'th as goot Arguments , as the Scorch-14 i! 
refuted 5-57-41 ; what ts here more then me 
affirmations? you ac nowledge thure 1s Layl 
on of hands, whic1 1s called a Principle 
Chris. !)oQtrine , but that muſt be ich a ont ( 


that 


ture 


Enſiwer. 


Can 


, : ; for 
that was ſume where taughr . and practiied ; b * 
you are boid to fay this never was. , FI 


Sir, where 15 that Laying on of hands tuwgiht "M 
which you affirm to be a principle of Chr 
Doctrine ? Not thar I queſtion it, I do beliey 

It was , though not as one of the firſt Oracle 

of God, or beginning. Princip'es of Chriits D 

Ctrin?; yet wheie do you tind Laying on 0 

hands on Officers tanght ? be not to Conhide: 

- for that Scri-ture , aſſficmed by yourto be 2 fu 
Mo ny precepr for it, 1 Ti, 5. 22.15 avery doubri 
is thac of I EXTs * what Laying on of hands that is , whic: 
abſolurion 15 Mentioned there. Mr. Baxter faiti , Som) 
See Baxter think by 1: 15 meant [mepoſtiton of rands 1n Confr mi 
on Confir, t#0n , "ſome in Ordintion, and ſome for Abſolutian,' 'S 
& reitar. Let all Men hcre conſider your partiality , 6 SG 
P*S- 123 this a precept in ſo many words, Lay hands ot 
all Officers? whereas the word Officer , or Et 

der, is not metritioned in the Text , or Verſe, 


before nor afier , aveele- w | 
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or; Truth iy his primitive parity. 47 
'þ tharFfth Efaptez, we muft therefore have re- 
 *Fcourſe to other. Scriptures , in the caſe of Offi- 
"Icers, which are full preſidents for it , as As 
| "4.13: 3. and 6.6, as we compare Heb, 6.2 Arts 
18, 15,17. and 19.6, Fortne clea:ing the truth, 
of we contend for comparing Scripture with Scrip- , 
I.ure: 
" But Ce: -onaly , the words are rather in thent- 
.,} ſelves a caution , or prohibition then otherwiſe ; 
x will you call this a full Prcce»t, the moſt you 
yidd can aſſert from hence is this (v+z. ) that the words 
o do imply , or hold forth , that Timorky was to 
- {Lay hands on ſome Bocy , otherwiſe no room 
for thoſe expreſiions ; but then what kind of 
Laying on of hands 'tis he intendeth , 1s the que- 
ſtion , whether it be only one fort ,'or more, 
of from hence may be hard ro decide; may wenot - 
+} conclude Pauls councelto 7 zmorby thus far com- 
| eq cchenfive (viz..) do not lay hands ſuddenly up- 
on any Man , neither,to Office, let them firſt 
be proved, 1 Tm. 3. 10. norupon Perſons bap- 
tiſed as ſuch , they muſt firſt be taught , or in- 
ſtructed inthe truth, they arc about to practiſe; 
| which may be gathered from Air. 28, 20. Heb, 
| 5.12. they muſt be ſo raug!t, and the truth ſo 
explained , that Perſons may obey the ſame in 
\ Faith , and with underſtanding. 
Thirsly, This muſt, needs be granted on all 
| hands without ſome-inference , or help of other 
Scripture , Laying on of hands , for ordination 
xj] cannot be proved from this Text , which Mr. 
Danvers will not admit us to do;z we mult have 


| Fyery,principle of Chriſts Dodtine, inſo many 


Au 
hat! ou 


One 


.b 


6 
D 


Objeton, 


Anſwer. 


4&3 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
words , and from Chriſts own mouth too, ore 
*tis no Inſtitution, | 

Ent may be , ſome will ſay , he urges otht 
Scriptures, to prove Layirg onof hands ond 
ficers . P18. 54. GH: 6 ed BY &Cc. 

Grate. , yet thoſeare oy vrought as exan 
ples { for loiniced riey ar?) and not precepts 
and there is none urges. by nim , to provet 
command. d, fave that one 1ext we have ſpok 
to, mw 5.22 and what can b- produced, ſav 
clear preiiJents upon that account, know not, 

Bur now as toucting Inpolition of hands u 
on bantiled Beli:vers as inch , we have n 
only clear examp!2s , -but alſo the Scriprty 
ſhews, it was taught as a poſitive Commun" 
anJ Infticution of J:ſ\u3 Cirit, or thac wid - 4 
was commanded by im , which I tha'l full 
mace 5pp2ar from that Scrip'ure 7 6 6.1 
where the Apoſtle writing oi the fix principles 
or foundation Doctrine of Chrift, doth ma 
uv'e of the Greek word acyov in the firſt Verſe 
and 1d ay is. in theſecond Verſe , that is Wo * 
and D;#rize , ſo this of Laying on of hands: A ; 
monsſ other principies , the Apoſtle there, b,._ 
the Spirit of God , calls the Word, and Doctri 
of Chriſt, now the Words of Chriſt , and Con 
mands of Chrit , are terms Synonymous , or 0 | 
the like import 2s Dexe. 10 4. ſhews where th| ? 
ten Commandements, are called in the marge,: 
ten words , as moft ſyiting with the Hebreq, . 
Text, Apain 7oby 14. 21, with 23, and 24. ſj, 
compared with Verſe 21, doth further evince, 
He that hath my Commanaements, and keepeth them. 


an: 


ſat 


the 
ten 
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qi 
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or, truth in its primnve parity.) 49 
be it is that loverh me : In Verſ.23, If ary Man love -= 
me , ke will ke p my woras: And in Verſe 24. 
whe called /azings : And the word is ſaid in For 7. 16. 
104-79 be the Fathers , and Chriſts word , ſaid to be 
\ {| what he had from the Father: So now, Laying 
on of hands as well as Repentance , Faith , and 
Baptiime',, is the Word, and Doctrine of Chriſt, 
and therefore equally to be obſerved , practiſed, 
and eb2ycd by. all the Saints, being one of the 
Principles, or Fundamental truths , which the 
Hibrew Chirch, at the command, and word 
of Chriſt , came under the practiſe of Heb.5.12. 
and 6. 1. 2, Moreover this principle is , by the 
wand 41d Author to the Hebrews, called one of the 
ing} Oracles of Gud ; which he tells them, they had 
/yjgneed again to be inſtructed in: Plainly implying 
ral they had once bren tavght, it , and they in the 
practiſe thercof, Now the Oracles of God are. 
the Commands of God;ſee- Ad: 7,38. where the 
ten Commandements are called ltvslp D2zaciess 
compared with Kom.3. 2. Vers them were commut- 
 [þcd the Ora ies of Goa, Me thinks this might ſerve 
45 $9 convince any dis/atisfied Perſon , that Laying 
. þ1n of hands, as well as any of the other Prin- 
7 Iciples, was taught, and commanded by Jeſus 
. Chriſt, 
** But yet once again , conſider that what the 
{Apoſtles wrote to the Churches , as the Word 
wy jof Chriſt ought to be owned by all thatare Spi- 
S*Jritual, to be the Commands of Bud , 1 Cor. 
Dre| 14,37, But ver/, 38. If any wilt be tgiiogant, 
_ et him be ignozant 3 yet notwithſtanting what 
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ObjeRion 


Anſver, 


O!;} 4 Fo: a 


brought agaiaſt this appointment ; (v: 


. but where thet one 


50 Darkneſs, and Confufion vanguiſh d 
Still , I find this is the Objection , which 
2 ) whe 


is Laying on of hands commanded by the mou . 
of Chrift , we find nothing of it in the Comm , 
{1on, Matth, 28. 7 
Why ſhould you make fuch aftir about an e b 
preſs Command , mutt it be plainly laid dow ,; 
or expreſſed in the Commiſſion , or elſe nol} , 
vine Inſtitution ? Do not you ſee that this maki 
as much every way againft Laying on of han 
upon Officers , as it doth againſt that on ba 
ſed B lievers? we count that Man a very m 
tous Man who reſolves to wound his Neighbo 
although himſelf be wounded thereby. 
\;co.aly, We have plain preidents for La 
ins on of hands on baptiſed Believers , as 
have on Officers , as Fe ts 8. 16,17 and Al 
19.6. yea, and more ten bare Examples fort 
it is called a principle of the DoGrine of Chrif "A 
Otneer is cal's fo,l knownd «© 
for thatthe Laying on of hands in Heb.6.2.cant «: 
intend or mean that on Officers, hath been clea ec | 
proved by divers Perſons , and that it doth intel ec; 
Layinz ot hands upon the Baptiſed , for the $f cc , 
Tit ot. promiſe, and to confirm them in the Fal cc, 
r,ewly reccived , 1s not only ourlight ,andd je 
Frehenitoh , bur alſo hath becn aſſerted to " 
the {ence of that Text , by many Ancient , aſ« 
Modern Divines of ſcveral perſwahons , as ht « , 
b: enſhewed. ©, 
But you aftirm, that ſuch a Laying on of hand « | 
we contend for, was no where practiſed , jc, 
aid ot lay hands upon Chris, = 


or, truth in its primitive parity. FI 
We wiil grant you , oh did not lay hands animes. 
upon the Lord Jeſus; It cannot be rationally con- 
Wn cluded he ſhould, conſidering tne leſſer is bleſſed, 
Wm of the greater, Baptiſme might be adminiftred by 
forn, it being a figure of Chriſts death , 
burial , and re{urrcCtion ; But the promiſed Spi- 
rit, which is the end of the Ordinance of Laying 
on of hanis, is ſaid ſo be Chriſts own gitt, 
Ephe/. 4.7 But though 7e-" Jaid not his hands on 
Chriſt, Deins nota fit Adminiſtrator thereof, Yet I 
may ſay, the Father laid his hands upon him , and 
the Spirit came cown vitlibly in the likeneſs of a 
Dove, and reſted upon him , juſt after he came 
out of tne water; and this might , as many of 
| the Learned do affirm , contain init the ſubſtance 
of this adminifration contended for. | 
1 This way he was viſibly by God the Father 
Or} ſealed , after ke was baptiſed , faith DoRor Tay- 
ler : © He h44 4: o:ker , or a new 4dminiftr ation Dr. Tayler 
]** paſt npor him) for the reception of the Holy Spi-vpon Con- 
| rt, aud tht was done for our ſakes , we alſo muſt” CE RK: 
ICU) ** follow rar example, and it plainly deſcribes to 
NN © 5, , the oracr of this adminiſtration , and the 
* bleſſing arſigned 10 after we are baptiſed we neex 
> Fall cc to be ftrengthened and confirmed, And again 
n19 he faith (citing a paſſage of Optatrs) *©* Chriſt 
[03 was waſhed when he was tn the hands of John , aud 
» A the Father finiſhea (what was wavting ) the Hea- 
15 hi « vens were opentd, God the Father anoirted him, 
| © the Spiritual Unition preſently cefenged in the 
and ec likeneſs of a Dove , and ſate 11901 hs bead, ard 
3 fl WAS ſpread ail wir him when Fe was anvured 
© of the Fatier , to whom alſo lea} Trpoſition of 
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$2 Darkneſs, and Confuſion, vavquiſy a, 
« hands ſhould ſeem to be wanting , the voice of God 
«« was heard from the Clond, ſajing : Thus is m) 
© beloved Son, tu whom | am wel pleaſed. | {hall 
leave this to conſideration. | 

Obje&ion, But further you affirm , char Chriſt did not la) 
hands upon his Diſciples. 


may be you will fay , 'tts no where wztiten 

thaC he vid. | | 
Anſwer, Pray , wheredo you read that the twelve Dif 
l ciples, or Apoſtles of Chriſt were baptiſed? 
l[ doth it follow becauſe we read not of their Bap- 
if tiſme, they were not baptiſed , ſhall any con- 
clude , ſo may they not affirm that , upon as 
if good ? and as warrantable grounds as you do 
i this. But you ſay, there is not one word of it 
in the Commiltion. 


Anſwer. And how do you come to know he did not ?| 


There is not one word in the Commitſhon , 7 
I have ſhewed, concerning any Laying on 0l 
* hands, yet you own that upon Officers to be a 

' principle of Chriſts Doctrine. 

[| Secondly, There is not one word in the Com 
mifion , concerning the Reſurrection of the 
dead, nor of Eternal Judgement , nor Prayer, 
nor Aſſembling together , nor ſeveral other things 
that are undoubtedly Goſpel Inſtitutions ; yetal 
though they are not expreſſed , they are includel 
as thoſe words plainly, hold forth , teach them to 6b 
ſerve all things whatſoever 1 have commanded you, 
And ſurely every one may ſee , unleſs he wilfully 
ſhut his eyes , that there are many more precepts 

4 of . Implyed 1n the words of the Commitſion then arc 

i} il __ Exprefec;for if nothing muſt be received m—_ 

| | pe 


f 
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or, Truth inits primitive purity. 53 
pel Inftitutions , bur what are expreſſed in the 
Commiſhon , you muſt throw away the greateſt 
part of thoſe precepts you call Commands , or ap- 
pointments of jeſus Chriſt, 


But you proceed, and iay , that the Church of ObjeRions 


the Hebrews pratti/ea no ſuch thi:g , for there ts no 
mention, that the hunared and twenty lad hanas 
laid repon them , ner toe three theulands, Chap. 2. 


That the Church of the Hebrews did practiſe Anſwer. 


this Ordinance as well as other Churches, is 
evident wiineſs Heb. 6. 1, 2. as theyrepented, 
believed , and were baptiſed , even lo they were 
under the practice of Laying on of hands, for 
that is a practical Ordinance; «i Confeſs , not 
lay vgatn, faith the Author , repentauce from 
dead wo2his . &c, this plainly ſheweth they had 
once laid all thoſe foundation principles. 


But may be . yau will ſay , there nothing of this ODjeftion, 


fgmfied in Ats 2, when that Church was firſt ga- 
thered, 


'Tis very clear you are miſtaken , for is it not Aniwer. 


ſaid Acts 2. 42. T hey continued in the Apoſtles 
Dottrine? which they could not do, if they 
had not ſubmitted to every part , or precept of 
it; and ts not Laying on of hands, as well as 
Baptiſme , and thoſe other principles part there- 
of? 'tis called the Bpofties Doarine , Acts 2; 
In Hes. 6.2. Chzifts Dodzine; not the Apoſt- 
les any other ways then they were taught it by, 
and received it from the Lord Jetus; and let nore 
conclude they were not taught Laying on of 
hands , becauſe 'tis not plainly exprels'd, or 
particularly laid down As 2, for we raay as well 
LF-3 COD 


54 Daruneſs, and Confuſion vangiii/h'a, 
conclude , the Apoſtle did not tcach them the 
Reſurrection of their Bedies from the dead , nor 
Etetnal Judgement; ith we read nothing there 
to that purpoſe: Doubtleſs Pui/ip Atty 8. preach- 
ed Baptiime to the Ex»ucv, how ſhould he elſe 
cry out : Loe here is water , What dath hinder 
me from being baptiſid 5 yetweread not one 
word of Philips preaching of it to him. The 
Author to the #rebrews ( writing to this very 
Pcople) Heb. 5. 12. tells us: Th:y had need to 
be ranght again, which are the firſt principles of 
the Oracles of Goa , therefore it follows clearly , 
they. had been taught it , and had practiſed it as 
the 6, chap. I, 2. wv, proves, (as I ſa11 before. ) 
Mr. Daxvers goes on, and affirms , that we 


fi not the leaſt mention of it in any of the Churcues 


_ tz the New Teſtameut , neither in Samaria after 


Anſwer. 


Phillip hzd baptiſed them, ner Corinth, Philippt , 
Colloſſia, Teſſalogica, Rome , Galatta Smyrna , 
Thyatyra, Pergamos , Sardis, Piiladelyhia, nom 
E pte/1s. 

I cannot but admire at ſuch aſtirmations ( the 
Lord open his eyes) Vleproceed; and firſt , as 
touching the Church in 3amaria, 'tis granted 
Phillip did 5 ot lay hands on them , after he had 
biptiſed them ; he being only a Decor , it might 
not upon tazt account concern , or belons to him 
to Impole tans on them; and belides God had 
other work for him to do ; viz, the Converſion 
of the En:uch, Yet moſt evident it is , when the 
Apoſttes, and Br cthren at 7ers/clerw, heard that 
the Peopie in Semaria had received the Word 
ef Goil, nd were baptiſed ; rather then they 
ſnou'd 


v».- 


is > 
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or, truth inits primitive parity. 55 
ſhould Iye ſhort of any part of theirduty , eſpe» 
cially that in which ſo great a bleſſing is promi/ed, 
they would ſend Peter, and John, to pray and 
lay their hands upon them ; and that it was not for 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit , hath been 
clearly proved; And as concerning the Church 


at Rome , *tis ſaid plainly Row. 6. T hat they had 


obeyed from ths veart that fo:m of Dectriag 


 dcliDered fo tham : And what form of Doctrine 


can the Apoſtle intend there , ſave that ſpoken 
of in Heb. 6. 1, 2. we read of no other form 
of Doctrine , delivercd to the Saints for their 
obedicnces. And as concerning the Church of 
Epheſus , we read of their coming under this 
Ordinance , when they firft were planted , cis 
19. 

And now, dear Brother , as touching ſome 
of the other Churches you ſpeak of, I grant we 
do not read of their coming under the practiſe of 


this Ordinance ; vet what doth this inakec 2 gaintt 


it? For I pray conſider , where do wt: read of 
their Renyentance , of their Faith, or o: their 
beings bapriſcd , or their believing of 155 Retur- 
rection of the dead , or Eternal Ju:gement ? 
there is nothing ſpoken of ſeveral of the Churches, 
concerning any of theſe other Principies; and 
very obſervable it is , that we do not read ol any 
of the Churches , ſave one, or two, who 0c pra- 
Cliſe the Ordinance of the Lords Supper : yet 


I do not doubt but you conclude, ail the Churches 


of the Saints did continue in the practiſe of it, tor 


.the way of God was one and the fame in every 
Church, 1 Cor, 4. 17. If in'ſome places of the 


D 4 Scrip- 


56 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
Scripture it is ſpoken of , to» be the duty , and 

raCtiſe of the Saints , though not expreſſed in 
all places it matters not; for if that which is the 
duty of one Believer , as a Belicver be rhe duty 
of every Believer , then there is no need for the 
Almighty , to ſpca's of every particular Church: 
es obedience , either to Baptiſme , Laying on of 
hands , or the Lords Supper, &c. 

One thing I cannot but call over again, own- 
ed, and confeſſed by Mr. Danvers; (v:z.) hat 
there uw a Laying on of hands riC\orea amin; Ft the 
Principles of the Doltrine of Chr:ſt, 

'Tis well he will grant this; nay, and it 1s one 
ol his firft teachings , he alfo doth acxnowleage; 
th-n I hope he will allow us to ſay, Chriſt taught 
a Laying on of hands as a ſoundaiion principle : 
and if he taught it, 'rwas that it might be pra- 
Ctiſed as a rudiment , foundation , or beginning 
truth, & then ought not all of neceſſ ty to yield 0- 
bedience there too; ought not a practical foun- 


dation truth to be obeycd by all? for as every par-|| 


ticular Perſon is aCtually to :epent , believe , and 
be baptiſed , ſo each one ovght to come under the 
practiſe of Laying on of hands , it being a prin- 
ciple of the ſame extent, n ture , and quality, 
with the other, and joyned ro them ; and it cannot 
be {aid to be obeyed otherwiſe then by practiſe , 
as In Baptiſme , I do not yield obedience by be- 
lieving, other Perſons were or ought to be bapti- 
ſed, bur by being baptiſed my felt, We do grant 
tnat ſome act done upon , or practiſe done by 
others, may be teaching to us , thouph not being 


ingaged in our own Perſons to do the ſame , but |: 


then 


IN- } 


er, T ruth un hs primitive parity. w& 
then it muſt not be any ſuch fundamental pri: © 
ciple, and practice as this, being of th- ſine 
natur-,thit is to fay with Repentance, Fait', and 
Baptiſme; will it ſerve niy turn to bclieve 't15 


| another Mans duty to repent, ſurely no, I muſt 


repent my ſelf , and believe my ſelf, or elſe I am 
under the neglect oi my duty. 


And whereas you in page 43. tcll us,of other obje&ion, 


beg 'nning rearhings, proper for all baptiſed Baber, 

You pretend to take »p the, ſtumbling b!cck out 
if the way of Gras Penp/e : But in this 'tis palpable 
you rather caſt one in their way ; will you make 
new foundation Principles, or call thoie begin- 
ning Principles of Chriſts DoCtrire , or of 
Church Conſtitution , which God no where fo 
calleth ? We ſay, ſuch only are to be accounted, 
or xcckoned, beginning , and foundation Prin- 
ciptes, which the Word of God dec areth foto be. 

3ecovaly , It appears as if you would make 


-| Laying on of hands, for miraculous healing, to be 
-| the Laving on of hands , Ec, 6. which hath been 


fully anſwered again, and again; And you ſhould 
have refuted Mr, Grifith . and Mr. Kaer , be- 


| fore you inſiſted upon this, I think it needleſs 


upon that account to ſy eak any thing to it ; ſhall 
only refer the Reader to thoſe cxccllent Books 
for ſatisfaction. But this I muſt ſay , that, that 


-\ Laying on of hands for healing , deti not belong 


to Babes as ſuch , ſtrong Men , and Fathers may 


|be ſick, andhave need of it , as well as others , 


beſides this fort, doth not concern all ( only 
ic'; Perſons) and may be practiſed often agair, 
and again, as oft as Perſons may be fic, or 

. under 


\nſ{wer. 


55 D.rkneſs, and Confuſion varquiſh'd, 
under bodi'y infirmities ; but that principle that 
15 one of the beginning words of Chriſts DoCt- 
rinc, or Foundation, is only to be laid, or practil- 
ed once, Heb. 6.1, Mot Laving agatn. 4c. 
Unbelievers had hands laid nopori them for heal- 
ing, and therefore I might alſo argue it appertains 
not unto Babes as ſuch; anoioting with oyl is left 
as the Ordinance for healing in the Church. 
Thirdly, Mt. Danvers ſhould make a diffe- 
rence, between that which Chriſt taught as a 
promiſe , or gifr, to ſome particular Perſons, 
and what he taught as a general practiſe , chat 
which is minded in Mark 16. is laid down pro- 


"Will Mr. miſary wiſe , to ſuch that ſhould have the gift of 


Danvers 


ſay, ro Faith, or the Faith of Miracles * , and thereſore|; 


drink poy- nothing to the purpoſe. 

_— 3% Fourthir , You do not diſtinguiſh between the 
ca0'7 _ word, or Doctrine of Chriſt , aud Miracles, 

thing, or ; : ſe X 

rake uw Which were for the Confirmation thereof, which 

Serpents, in Mark 16. the Spirit doth ver/, 20. which 


is milk for cauſeth your miſtake. 


tus arguing? you owned even now the Do- 
Qtrine of Laying on of hands to be a foungation 
princip'e oi Chriſt; but this you ſpeak of here, 
mult n2eas be granted to be remporary , being 


for the Confirmation of the word, as your ſei 
. . \ 
confeſs , and every word, or Ordinance of Chrift,; 


as I have ſhewed, was more, or leſs confirmed 


with fignes , and wonders, according to this pro-[;; 


miſe of Cirift, I ſhall ſay no more to this , but 

2. 0i:R, Proceed to your next objection. x 
Page 44, If eviry one of tneſe principles in Heb, 

6 2, re ſo abſclutely to betches in by Babes, and 

With: 


But , Sir , do you not confute your ſelf , by; 


nth 
wb 


wes. 
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or, truth in its primitive purity, 59 
nithout which we are not to eftcern them commutni- 
wble , what ao 1ou ſay to rre Do(trine. of Baptiſ- 
li- Ines, 51 the Texts ore of the principles , muſt ali be 
C, baptiſed with ike Bapiiſme of the Spirit , and of (uf- 
1- ings, Oc. 

n |Weanſwer byidiſtinguiſhing between'that Bap- 
It liſme , that isa practical duty , and that which is 
_ [taught , or laid down by our Lord Jeſusto be be- 
© Jeved , that Baptiſme that is commanded , ougt 
 Lkbſolutely to be obeyed by every Babe;and tis as 
5, [abſolutely neceſſary for every Babe,to believe the 
at Doctrine of ſuſferings; which Jeſus Chrift preach- 
0 [edt al! tha! would follow him, and be indeed his 
of Diſciples ; thi: was that which he taught Adarrh. 
Telo. 2, £2. to the two Sons of Zeveare, that 
they ( 23d ſo conſequently all rhe Children of 
he lc God) fhnoilo more, or leſs 5. 54pe G/ed with: In 
=4 i W-r/z (att Chrut ) +64 ſha ! bave tribula- 
MY ion. obs 16. 33. Tis neceſſary that every Saint 
Could be inftructed into this, and believe this ; 
that thaough much trivulation we muff enter 
by mto the King dow of God , and all rhoſe who wil! live 
or folly in ChriFt feſus , ſhall ſujfer perſecution, We 
Olay not , that every one muſt aciually forſake 
© ![Houſe, and Lands , and Life for Chriſts ſake , and 
Slthe Goſpel, or elſe be none of Chriſts Miſci- 
<#\pies, bur in holy diſpoſition ſoto do, and when 
Chriſt calls them to it, 

0 And now as touching the Baptiſme of tne Spi- 
[it , that the Spirit is promiſed to every true Be- 
UViliever , ſee 7oel 2. 28, 29. which the Apoſtle 
Peter, Atts 2.17. compared with vcr/. 38. 39. 
wplyes indefinitely toll penitent baptiſed _ 
ONs, 


Arſwer. 


60 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
- ſons, whether fews, or Gentiles , as: their right 
F by promiſe of the Father to receive, and not to 
them of that generation , but alſo to thoſe tha 
ſhould repent , and be baptiſed , in all ſucceet 
ing Ages; this promiſe is one and the ſame with 
_ thatin fob» 7. 38 called Rivers of water , implyin 
* Fillings 6/;ngs with the Spirit, In AtZs 2. 38. *cis ſaid 


Cw be the gift of tie Hely Spirit, In As 11. 17. lik 


be taken gifts. In Ads 8. 15, the Holy Spirit. Whichthe 


ina com- Apoſtles in the belief of the promiſe , Foe! 2. an 
; nom fobn 14. 16. Ads 2. 38, prayed for; fro 
qiving which Scriptures 'tis apparent , that all Believe 
more , or are unde: the like promiſſes of the Holy Ghoſt 
greater or Baptiime thereof upon like terms of repe 
_—_ tance ,iFaith, &c. And according to the meaſu 
'be New Of Faith given us by Chriſt , may our Baptiſm 
Teſtament Or fillings with the Holy Spirit be. 


diſpenſati- And thus it is the bonden duty of every ſince 


on,&fince Sy, or Diſciple , to believe he ſhall receive. 


- hep age or be baptiſed with the Spirit , (according as t 


Chriſithen will of the fame Spirit is , that divideth to ev 

before, AAdan the particular meaſures thereof ) havi 
the promile of a faithful , and never failing G 

 torelie upon ; provided he proceed , and go 
in his obedience, as he is directed inthe bleſl 
Word , for the attaining of it. 

Ovje&ion, But if it ſhould be objected , none are ba 
tiſed with the Holy Spirit , but thoſe that 1 
ceive it viſibly , and inthe extraordinary Gif 
thereof, | | 

Arſwer, I anſwer bydenying it, and ſay , that then e 
ther there are no true believers now , or GC 
doth not perform his promiſe , becauſe none þ 


I. 


Jo 
ſte 


or, Truth in its primitive purity. G1 
receive the Spirit , but there are Believers , and 
Ot to] God doth periorm his promiſe ; therefore Saints 
: that] are baptiſed with the Holy Spirit now , 1 Cer. 
ceed| 12,13. | 
wit And 'tis to be obſerved , that Par! in his E- 
ly5y] piſtle to the Church of Epke/zs , on whom he had 
aan impoſed hands, Att: 19. 6. (and they did ſpeak 
. Ii with tongues , and propheſied } takes no notice 
h the) of thole viſible gifts, butſaith , 1» whom alſo af- 
. an ter ye believed, ye were [raled with the Holy Spirit 
fron of promiſe, Eph. 1. 13. plainly ſhewing that, that 
ever is the great benefit received , and enjoyed by 
noſt] Believers to be ſealed by the Spirit, and the 
epen Baptiſme thereof , 'tis not matter of rezoycing 
aſuq ſo much to work miracles, as 'tis to know eur 
{mel namer are written in Heau'n, and thus we have 
explained the Doctrine of Baptiſmes 3 and from 
ncen hence we may ſec, that it is the duty of baptiſed 
1ve\ Believers as ſuch , to wait upon God for the Bap- 
$ tif tiſme promiſed , in whoſe power on'y it 1s to 
eve] give it, and who alone is the Diſpenſer, and Ad- 
wit miniſter thereof. 
G4 Nowto what you mention in the third place, 
30 } Pap. 45. That the Laying on of hands, Heb. 6. 2. 
ell} may reſpect the Laying oy of hands upon the Miri- 
ftry , for their ſolemn, inveſture into their Office, 
 baj whether Deacons, Elders , or Meſſengers , which 
t If you ſay ts neceſſary to betaught , known , and under- 
Gilf food by al! ; though all are not commanded into rhe 
: perſonal praltiſe of it , for all are not Prophets - ffs 
ne ptHes, Teachers, and 'ris moſt remarkable, thas 
Gif the Deftrine , or teacuing of Laying on of hanas , ws 
1e | all that # mentioned in tur Seripture 3 all baptiſes 
Be- 


O5jceAati on 


62 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vangu A, 
Belicvers muſt be taught it, that's plain , but thy 
they are obliged therefore to prattiſe it , ts ne; here, 
or elſe where to be formnd, 

Arſyer, And before | come to give a further anſwer to 
this grand Objection, I can't but obierve your re 
markable ignarance,& mittake; you iay,the Do- 
Cirine,or teaching ofLiying on of hands,is all tha 
i5 mentioned in this Scripture ; why do you ſpeak 
thus of [mpolition of hands only 5 may you not 
as well ſpeak ſo corcerning Repentance , Faith, 
ani Ba-'tiime , as of this principic ? rey al.o are 
neceflary only to be taught , and known by all, 
and none corcerned in the perſonal practiie of 

By this\r-them; if you ſay right, wou'd any judge this 
g©7-©1 20 500d Divinity ? wiar reaſon can you give ſeeing 
excludes KY . eras 
vie prac;. 49 the four are practical! Ordinances ? that the 
ca! part of three firit ſhould b2 tavght, ſo as to be nerionally 
tic ocher praCtiſ'd by all,and the other only'to be believ's; 
principles. \'hough what you niind here hath already been 
fully anſwered, yet I ſhall ende:vour (Got af 
ſiti:.g) to examine this Text a little ſurther , and 
ſhall do my beſt rocvince, and make moſt evi- 
dent, that the Layins on of hands in this Text, 
cannot inteng , or be meant that upon Church 
Officers; but muſt of necellity mean that fort 
now contended for , and [ am the rather willing 


to ſpeak furtherto this Objection , becauſe this \ 


being anſwered our work is done. 

Firſt, Now then firſt of ail.take notice that the 
Apoſtle is a ſpeaking only here of the firſt Prin- 
ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſt , are they not ſo 
called ? (#.e.) Dattrine Chriſtiane [nitia, [ca 
r#dimenta: Ty beginnings, oz rnvtments of 

Ch;1- 


SOT 


or, Truth in 1t1 primitive parity, G3 
Chziftfan Doctrine. Oras Beza, Prima Chri- 
ſftiantſes principia : The firſt p2tictpies of 
Chaiffianity. Now Laying on of hands on 
Officers, is not a beginning Principle, 'tis not 
of the Alphabet of Chriſtian Religion, I think 
you will not dare to affirm it ſo to be ; May not 
a Church , or People , proieſs , and practite the 
firſt , or beginning Principles of Religion , and 
proceed very far in the way of Chriſtianity , and 
" have no Officers orderly ordained amongſt 
(Nem, | 

But Secoyaly , Theſe are principles, thit ap- 
pertain to the foundation of Gods Houſe , or 
ſuch upon which the Houſe is built , or which 
give being to it, they are all cqual in kind, na- 
ture . and quality , and one not to be without the 
other, God having joined them together as all 
of one rank, for the bearing vp |this Spiritual 
Fabrick , ſee ver/, 1, But Laying on of hands on 
Officers, 1s an Ordinance of another rank , and 
nature ; a Church muſt be firſt built , gathcred, 
or conſtituted , and Perſons muſt have made a 
conſiderable progreſs in the Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion , before they can orderly be choſen , or or- 
daived, to the Office of Deacons , Elders ,or 
Meſſengers ; in ſhort, Officers are not for the be- 


| Ing, but for the well being of the Church , and 
| therefore ſuch a Laying on of hanus cannct be 


intended here: We read of Churchcs who had 
no Officers amongſt them. If Mr. Darwrrs were 
required to preach unto a People, which arc tic 
fundamentals of a Goſpel Churca (viz. ) what 
Perſons onghkt to do , that ſo in an orderly way 
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64. Darbreſs, ard C onfnſion Vanqufh's, 


they may be Congregated-together , in the fe]. 
' lowſhip of the Goſpel ,, or be made Members 
of the viſible Church , would he tell theraLaying 
on of hands on Officers is one princi'le ? Surely} 
he would preach no fuch Doctrine ; he would not | 


affirm this to be one of the Rudliments of a Chr 


fian praCtiſe ( that which hr t &f all a Chriſtian | 


ſhouid be inftru-ted in , tit he may have a be- 
ing in Gods Houfe ,) nor a ;oundarion Principle 


of Church Conftitution , that this Layinz on of 


hands , ſpoken of here ,is {o ; nothing is more 
evident , forit it bea principle of the founda- 
tion , &c, citner it muſt be , ſay I, a fundamen- 
tal of Salvation , or elſe of Church Conſtitution; 
but none will fay of the former , therefore it 
muſt be of the latter. 

T hirgaly, That it cannot intend , or mean Lay- 
ing on of hands o:: Churci Officers , might be 


made further to appear, becauſe tis joined to, 


or coupled with Bapriſmie , in order of words; 
what reaſon can be given, why Laying on of 
hands on Officers, ſhould be by the Spirit of God 
laid down aiter th1i- fort? Repentance from dead 
works, And Faith towards God; the Doctrine 


of Baptiſme, And Laying on of hands ; Reſur- 


reQion from the dead , 4nd4Eternal Judgement: 
May we not ſaiely argue as we do , (v:z. ) that 
tne Laying on of hands , which follows here in 
order of words , isthat which followed in order 
of practiſe? ſee As 8. 17. and 19.6, And is 
not this according to that you acknowledge to 
be ſound reaſonins , in another caſe upon at. 
28. 20, ark ; 16? thit Baptiſme mentioned in 
whe 


"Y 


the 


. 


Z or, Truth, tn its primitive parity. 65 
F the Commiſſion jzoyned to, and following Faith, 
. F and-illumination, in order of words, is that 
S4 which the Apoſtles in order of practiſe (viz) af- 
\ter Faith, and illumination , did baptiie with , 
| Acts 2.41. Acts8 ,and Acts 10. But that was 
the Baptiſime of water , and therefore that 1s the 
Baptiime only mtended in the Commiſſion , &e, 
# And thus by comparing Scripture with Scripture, 

we may come to be fatisfied in thoſe things , 
| which may at firft ſeem doubtful to us. 


:  Fourthly , It cannot be mcant here , becauſe _ Tun 
- all the whole Church of the Hebrews | as well as ing ps = 


the Church in Samaris, As 8. and ſo conſe- hands up- 
| quently all other Churches ) had Jaid , or come 98 bapri- 
under this principle , as they had laid Repen- pc 
tance , Faith, and Baptiſme , when rhey were ,q unaer- 
Babes; Now , who can reaſonably imagine , ct- fland, 
| ther of theſe two , (viz. ) that the whole Church 1-Becauſe 
'1of the Hebrews were Officers , or that Officers -*.* 
are Babes in Chriſt ? Bur [ ſhall fay no more,only m—_— = 
of l Xx : avcs, 
g add ſomething out of a Treatiſe of Doctor 7er. Heb. g.12. 
Tayler , full to our purpoſe in hand , which con- 2+ Babes 
idering the learning , and worthyneſs of the Au- | —PPt- 
thor , I judge may to ſome Perſons be uſefull; ,- meer * 
what he minds take as followeth , ſpeaking con- ſubje&s 
cerning Laying on of hands , called Confirmation: — 
*We have ſcen ( ſaith he) the original from A. Spe 
* Chriſt, the practiſe and exerciſe of it in the gf ;; 25 


*Apoftles, and the firft Converts in Chriftia- Chileren 
- of milk. 
[0 | 4: Babes we real were in the prachs thereof, 45s 8. and 19. 

it, | 5s: Becanſe it belongs to them. as ſuch; and as ſuch they were at 
in [ft tavght ir, Web. <. ard 1. 2. this cannot be faid'of any other 
['vrr, 
| k q Rit Y: 


'D.Tayicrs 
Diſcourſe 
of Confhir. 
Pag 45-46, 
47- 48. 


, *« Secondly , It cannot be.meant (faith he) of Or- 


66 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanguiſh'd, 

<« nity : That which I ſhall now remark is , that 
« this is eſtabliſhed , and paſſed into a Chriſtian 
« Doftrine; the warranty for what I ſay , isthe 
«© words of St. Paxl, Heb. 6. 1. where the holy 
«rite of Confirmation , ſo called from the ef- 
« fects of this adminiſtration , and expreſſed by 
« theritual part of itz and Impoſition of hands , is 
« reckoned a fundamental point; and here are 
« {ix fundamental points of St. Pauls Catechiſme, 
«© which helaid as tae foundation , or beginning 
« of the Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Church ; and 
« therefore they which deny it , dig up foun- 
« dations. Now ' faith he) thatthis Impoſition 
« of hands is, that which the Apoſtle uſed in 
« confirming the baptiſed , and invocating the 


«« Holy Spirit upon them , remains to be proved; | 


*© which he endeavours to do: Firſt , by ſhew 
<:ing it *cannot intend Abſolution , page 46. 


« dination; and this 1s evident : | 
« Firſt , Bccaule the Apoſtles (ſays he) would 
** henceſorth lcave to ſpeak of the foundation , 


< and go on to periection, that is to higher My- 


** ſteries; now.in Rituals there is none higher 
* then Ordi-.ation. 

Seco>aly, © The Apoſtle ſaying he would ſpeak 
** no more of [mpolition of Hands, goes preſent- 


«ly ro diicouric of the miſteriouneſs of the E- / 


«© vangilical Prieſthood , and the honour of that 
«© Vocation , by which 'tis evident he ſpeaks 
* nothing of Ordinination in the Catechiſme, 
*« or Narratives of Fhundamentals, 

'«* Thirdly, Fris alfo appcars from the con- 


q text, 
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or, truth inits primitive parity. 67 
* text , not only becauſe Laying on of hands is 
© immediately ſet after Baptiſme , but alſo be- 
*© cauſe in the very next words of his Diſcourſe, 
* he does enumerate , and apportion to theſe Or- 
* dinances , their proper proportioned effects to 
« Faith, and Baptiſmc, illumination to Laying on 
* of hands, tafting the Heavenly pift , and being 
* made Partakcrs of the Holy Spirit , by the 
*thing ſgnified declaring the ſign, and by hopes 
* of the Reſurrection taſts of the good things 
«of the World to come; He that falls from. this 
«fate, and turns Apoſtate, from this whole 
* diſpenſation diggins down , and turning up 
*theſe foundations , he ſhal] never be built a- 


;| *gain, he can ever be- baptiſed again, and 


* never confirmed any more; Tf he remains up- 
* on theſe foundations , though he ſins, h& may 
© be renewed do igtuy Texwoxy ,. by Repentance,, and 


| « by reſs{citarion of the Spirit 9 it ke bad not wholly 


** quenchea bim , bat if ke renounces the whole Co- 
* venart . di/own. and caxcel theſe foundations , be 
"x5 deſperate, he can never be revewed ;, thus us 
* the fall explication of rh excellent place ( faith 
*the Doctor ) 41d otker wates it cannot be expls- 
cated, bat theref.,re ints thu place any netice of 
*© ordin14tton Cannot come ...uo ſence , no myſtery can 
* be maac of it , or drawn from it , but by rhe 1n- 
** terpoſition of Confirmazion : the whole Context 
*15clear, rational, and inteHigable, He cites 
Calvin, and Chryſoft one , as ſpeaking the ſame 
things wpon this place, page 50. 


| To theſe I might add Ejji«« on Heb. 6. 1, 2. grins on 
E'T s (ſaith he) nudonbiealy to bs nygerſheed of that Heb. 6.1,5 
[1 


2 &4ay- 


' 


| 


| 
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68 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh' d, 

*© Laying on ef hands , which was adminiſtred to the 

<« {aithful preſently after Baptiſme of which $t.L,uke 

ſpraketh, Afts 8.8& Afts 19. I might produce Gro- 

1125,8& Hemingand ſeveral other modernAuthors, 

upon the ſame place : But having , I remember, 

upon- occaſion mentioned ſeveral before elſe 

where , I ſhall cloſe this with a paſſage out of 

Eraſmus Eraſmas on Heb, 6, 1. © The firit flep to Chri- 

en Heb. 6. <©' t;anity (faith he) # Repentance of our former 

OS « life , next that Salvation i to be hoped from God , 

<< next that we be purged in Baptiſme from onr filth, 

© next that by Laying on of hauds we receive the 
*« Holy Spirit, &c. 


j 


CHAP. VI. 


Opening , 4nd further proving of Laying on of hands, 


YT 
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from Atlls 8. 16, 17. and Atts 19. 6. alſo ) ie 


ſhewing the judgement of Ancient , and NMoaery 
Writers upou thoſe two places. 


M< Danvers having laboured to weaken 
| the proof of our praGtiſe from Heb. 6. 1, 
2. though all he ſays, you may ſee , ſignifies no- 
thing comes page 45. to examine Acts 8, 17. 


- and 19. 6. which we affirm to be full preſidents , | 
for Laying on of hands upon baptiſed Believers. { 


Tneſomme of his ObjeRions, or the way he 
taxes to-Iin value what we infer from thence , 
Ob;-&ion, f#Ke as foiloweth page 46. As to that of Samaria 
it 14 [aid that ſeveral betng.converted in that City, 


a4 bapriſed by Phillip who wrought many AMira- | 


cles, 
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or, Truth iu its primntive parity, 69 
cles, and continucd ſome tigie with thew', AQts 3. 
I 3. Jet 4id not he Swpoſe hands upon them: that we 
read of, the Church of Jeruſalem hearing that Sa- 
maria had received the Word of God , and that the 
Spirit was n8t fallen upon none of thew, (viz) in 4 vi- 
ſfoble manner , which was a Phyaſe attributed to thoſe 
extraordinary meaſures , frequently given in. thoſe 
dayes, Acts 10, 44. which ſometimes did fall npox 
thew before Baptiſme , and ſometimes after, did [end 


Peter , and John, who 1t ſcemss were extraordinarily 


gifted by God, ſo that on whowſcever they prayed, 
and layd their hauds the Spirit was viſibly extra- 
ordinary , and immediately given, ana tis ſaid they 
laid their hands upon thewy but bow wan) "tte not 
ſaid. Surely not #pou all, for Simon by hw pro- 
phane offer diſcovered he had neither lot , nor part 
therein , though baptiſed, &c. 

The firſt thing he ſeems to hint at , as an Ob- 
jection againft our practiſe from this place , is 
this (v+x.) becauſe Philip latd not his hands 
npon them , after ho had baptiſed them : 
W hich we have anſwered already ; but this | 
muſt needs fay now , that if Peter , and 7obn laid 
their hands on thoſe baptiſed Believers in Same 
714." as Men which were miraculoully gitted , 
or by virtue of their extraordinary attainements 
it might ſeem ftrange that Phillsp laid not his 
hands upon them , becauſe he , though but a 
Deacon, was endowed with thoſe extraordinary 
Gifts, and had wrought wonderful ſignes , and 
miracles in the ſame Ciry before ; The reaſon , 
therefore, why Philip did not impole hands upon 
them, was becauſe he was not miniſterially ca- 

K 3 PIC a- 


Anſwer. 


FE" 790 _ Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſn'd, 
IHE = _Paciated-ſo to do, it not belonging , or appar- 
-  tainidg unto him , upon the account of his Of- 
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_*fice, nor his extraordinary Gifts , and endow- 


ments, | 


+. This alſo I might further make appear , be- 


.cauſe-the Church at er «/alem did not ſend down 


to Sawaris, Men as being ſimply indowed with 


miraculous Gifts , but ſuch that had Minifterial 
power., and authority as the Servants of Chriſt , 
and in his name to compleat , and perfect what 
was wanting amongſt them. | 


Dr. Hitm- :* 7's an A (faith Dr, Hammon) reſerved to 
mon inl1S«c ;þe Rylers of th: Church , and not communicated, 


ANnor. on 
Ads 8.15. 


<* or allowed toinferior Officers , ſuch as Phillip :ke 
«© Deacon here. | 

But now whereas Mr. D.»wvers dath ſeem to 
aſhrm , that as ſome in the primitive time had 
the gift of healing , ſo allo others had the gifr, 
or power to give the Holy Spirit , 'tis utterly de- 
nycd , and the contrary has again, and again been 
proved, for that 'tis only the gift of God, and 
Chriſts biefled prerogative , they were ſound in 
their duty , they prayed, and laidon their hands, 
and left the iſſue to God, to give the Spirit , 
according to his promiſe , and good pleaſure of 
his will, 

But prcbably, feme may object, weread cl 
none tut the Zpcſtles that l:tb hands on bap- 
fkiſed Brltevers , and though they atted not by ver- 
fue of tir miraculous endowments , nor had power 
20 give the holy Spirit , yet they might alt herein , 
by vertne of thiir ex;raordinary call unto thas 
Office, - 
DN You 
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er, Truth 1111s primitive parity. 
You may ſay , they acted in all other Ordi- 
nances (yea, anddid whatſoever they did in the 
worſhip and ſervice of Chriſt )* by vertue of the 
ſaid extraordinary Call unto the Miniſtry, as well 
as in this: And ſo nothing which the Apoſtles 
practiſed is a prefident, orarule unto us (as ſome 
1gnorantiy have affirmed, unleſs fo called of God, 
and endowed as they were. ) 

Secondly, Had not Matthias the ſame power 
to adminiſter Ordinances ( who was mediately 
called to his Office by the Church ) as the other 
Apoſtles, who were immediately called by 
Chriſt J-{us? and is not the end, and work of 
the Office ( however caVYed ts it ) one , and the 


71 


Anſwer. 


ſarne ? KED) the rok of the Afcnmfiry ; che per- Eplt. 4 


felirg the Saints, and eaifying the Boay of 
Ctrijt. | 
Thiraly , We read hardly of any that preach- 
ed the word Authoritively , or officinated inany 
Goſpcl adminiſtration , by vertue of their Of: 
fice , belides the extraordinary Apoſtles , ana 
therefore if what they d1d be nota Law , orrule 
to us, and to all ordinary Miniſters , unto the 
end of the Worid , we fhall be at a Tots in many 
other reſpeQs; It muſt therefore of necetlity be 
oranted , that whatſoever they taught, and pras 
Ctiſed as an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, and foun- 
dation principle of his Doctrine , they delivered 
it #to faithfs! Ten , that were their Succceders, 


that they might be able to teach othirs alſof , and + 2Tia, 
this agrees with that Pkil. 4. 9. T hoſe things that 2 3. 


you have both learned , and received , heard , ard ſeer 
in me do, and the God of Peace ſhall be with you. 
4 Farris: 


72 - Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 

Feurthly, Had it been a ſervicefor that day 
only , and none to be the Adminiſtrators there- 
of, bur thoſe great Apoſtles it would not have 
been left as a ſtanding , or foundatiqn principle 
in the Houſe of God , and been joyned to Faith, 
and the reſurreQton. 

In the ſecond place, he would make us be- 
lieve ( if he knew how ) that the end of that ad- 


miniftration was for the extraordinary , or viſt 


ble Gifts of the Holy Spirit , which atthe be- 
| inning of this Treatiſe , we have clearly refu- 
red , and anſwered ; yetthis I ſhall ſay further, 


(viz.) that by his way of arguing , the Apoftles | 
reſolved tht all the Church at Samara ; yea, | 


and that alſo at Epte/#s , both Men, and Wo- 
men , ſhould have the extraordinary Gifts, ſince 
they laid their hands upon all that were baptiſed, 
without exception 3 Nay , further it- follows 


roundly , that where ever the Apoſtle found any | 
particular Believer , Diſciple , or Diſciples , that 


had not received thoſe vitible , or extraordinary 
Gifts, they were to l-y their hands upon them to 
that end : For [ preſume Mr. Danvers doth judge, 
had Pa! found twelve hundred , as he found 
twelve it Epheſus, who had not received , nor 
heard of the Holy Ghoſt , he would have laid 
hanis Jaid upon them ; which doth preſuppoſe 
8l:o , that thoſe miraculous Gifts were promi- 
ſea , and doth Belong unto every particular Soul 
17 the Church of God , which is direQtly con- 
trary to I Cortmih, 12, 4,7, 8,5. and 29, 30. for 
though (as we have proved) the Holy Spirit be 
promiſcdto every ſincere obedient Soul , or Be 

| | heye 


we all Prophets ? are all workers of Miracles * 


07, Truthin its primitive parity. T3 
liever in the Lord Jefus Chriſt , yetare not the 
extraordinary Gilts promiſed to any in parti- 
cular ; being only reſerved in the boſom , or 
breaſt of the Almighty , tro whom , who, and af- 
ter what manner he will diftribute them. Thers 
ars (ſaith our Apoftle) 1 Cor. 12. 4. dtverſittas 
of Giffs, 64: the ſame S pirit ;, to one 14 given by 
the ſame Spirit , the word of Wiſdomy to another 
the word of Knowleage 3 to another Faith ,. to an- 
other-the- gift of Healing , by the ſame Spirit * ;, 10 


2 


/ 


4, jw 84 the gift of bealing ? do all ſpeak with T on- T 
es? @ 


CFC 
From hence nothing can be more clear then 
this (viz. that though all have right tc the Spi- 
rit , yet but very few have the extraor1iary 


)Gifts thereof. | 


The T &:-a thing Mr. Danvers doth ſeem to af- 
firm, is this (v:z.) all in Samariz, that were bap. 
tiſed , had not hands laid upon them ; becauſe 
It is ſaid of $1429», he had nopart, nor lot in 
that matter. Here he beps the queſtion , taking 
it for granted , that Sor had not hands laid up- 
on him ; for in this Mans Judgement , why might 
not Simon have lot , and part in that matter ? If 
by lot , and part , be meant the viſible , or mira- 


13, 1,2, | 
Secondly , He might come under the Ordi- 
RAaRcc, 


wlous Gifts of the Spirit , ſince Hypocrites may , 
partake , or ſhare of them; as our Saviour plain- caft our 


ly Ggnifies , as alſo doth our Apoſtle , 1 Corinth.” Devils in 
_ thy name. 


*!The ir 
: LED rit dip) 

another the working of Miraclesy to another Pro- &), ,, -_ 
phecy yz to avother arſcerning of tougues, v. 8, 9, 10, very Man 
{-ye i aily, 


he wilt, 
Cato I'2c 


Il, 


Mat 25, 


Ve have 


incline 
roo. 


+M.B'ac 


pronorce 
relative 
they, the 
aurece- 
dent here- jaid their hands upon them ; doth not them in- 
NO Mul 
needs be , Das 

the hapti. WE Think they did not pray for them all ? had. tl 
fed, &c, | 


74 Darkxeſs, and Confuſion Vanquiſy d, 
nance , and yet for as much as his heart was riot 
ſound , and right with God , he might not have 
any Part , or lot in the 'reception of the bleſſed 
Comforter , the Spirit of promife ; which the 
World receiveth not, nor can an unſanCified 


heart partake of. 
T hiraly , By lot , or part in that matter , may 
not be meant , of partaking of the ritual , or ex- 


rernal part of the Ordinance , but rather it refers 


to that delire of his , to have power to be an Ad- 
miniſtrator of it upon others, ſo that the Holy 
Spirit might be given : to thoſe he laid his hands 
upon, But 

Fourthly , If we ſhould grant $Siwor had not 


:* Which hands impoſed upon him *, yet would it not 
I rather hurt our cauſe intheleaft , becaufe he might be 


diſcovered to be an prophane Wretch , before 


it came to be his lot to partake thereof; ifthere- 
fore it doth appear , and may be granted, thatall 


rhoſe that were baptiſed in Sawaria, came un- 


der this appointment ſave S1mz3 we have as|#* 
| much 2s we need , or do deſire : And ſurely this 


cannot rationally be denyed by any that read the 


;. words ver/, 12. When they believed they were 
Wood rhe baptiſed , both Men, and Women ; compare 
emphaſis this with ver/. 16. that the Holy Spirit was fallen 
yes inth's upon none of them Tt, only they were baptiſed in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus ; muſt not they , and} 


them , mean all thoſe who are ſaid to be bapti- 
ſed? ſo likewiſe when *tis ſaid verſ. 13. they 


trend the very ſame they prayed for? and ſhall 


not 


or, truth inits primitive parity. 25 
zot all the like need ofthe Spirit of God ? and 
v6 [10d is it not promiſed to all the Sons , and Hand- 
ſeg |matds'? ſhall we think the Apoſtle did not pray 
he [for the Women , as well as the Men? the weak- 
«q [it Veſſels , as well as for the ſtronger , in Adarth. 
. [:8, 19, 2G. (as'tis weil minded by Mr, Fer, 
"ay tis ſaid , Go te4cy all Naiors, vaprizing thens ; 
ox. [and in the words following , :eaching then , ro ob- 
org (ove 2M fhings that 7 tobe ramuended pou, 
ag. (bythem muſt needs intend them all, and every 
oly 4 "Wis that were made Diſciples , and bap- 
fled, 
= One word or two ſurthcr I wou'd mind , con- 
nor [erning what Mr. Danvers objects againſt us, 
nor [hom As 19.6, from the effects that followed 
be [this adminiſtration , he ſtill argues as if that were 
ore [the abſolute end thereo!: Which, as a great Do- 
ire. |{tor well obſerves, is too © zrifling a fancy, to 
- alf 1* be put In balance againſt jo ſacred an Tnſtitution, 
un- [But let us exaniine this Scripture a little more : 
| ag [Have jou received the Holy Spirit , ſince ye be- 
his [ved ? (faith our Apoſtle, ) They ſaid unto him, 
thell/e have not ſo much as heard , whether there be 
cre #7 Holy Spirit, Unto what then were ye bap- 
are td, fc. Two things are very remarkable from 
en the Text, - 
{in| Fir , That the Ho'y Spirit ( according to 
and ve ſence that the Apoſtle makes inquiry , after 
pti- jieir reception of it, is the abſolute , and un- 
hey doubted right of every baptiſed Believer in 
in. [Ghrift Jeſus, it appears from theſe two expreſ- 


y[10ns: Habe ye received the Spirit, ſinco vs 


had. Ptuevin ? (No.) Unto what then were je bsf- 
not tiſca? 


Objea. 


26 Darkyeſr, and Confufion, vanquiſh'd, 
ri/ed ? It ſeems ftrange to me (as if Pax! ſhonld]®PP 
fay) that you believing in Chriſt , and having bap 
been baptiſed, and yet have not received the 
Holy Spirit , fince this is the great Legacy , ou had 
Lord , and Maſter, [eft to every one of his Dif/uT 
ciples. F-7-_©--. - __ 
Seconaly, 'Tis evident that - whoſoever ws dg 
Baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chrif|Ws 
were inſtructed into the Promiſe of the HolyJ0w: 


Ghoſt , and ſo conſequently into Laying a let 


of Hands, which was very outward Ceremo|s W 
ny, or Miniftry 1of it, which belonged to then|W2y 
25 Perſons ſo conſidered, Pax! ſeems to cal Gol] 
in queſtion their Baptiſme,ſince they were whol[! al 
ly ignorant of that glorious Promiſe of bleſ|08 ' 
ing that is anexed thereunto ; -which conſiderſfat: 
ed , may fully ſatisfy any Un-byaſed Perſon |'8 ' 
that the extraordinary or miraculous Gifts coulif®0l 
not be the end of this Adminiſtration : and aþ*ar! 
touching thoſe Effects that followed *tis clearfbre« 
The like Effects followed other Ordinances gent 
well as this. ng | 
And whereas Mr. Danvers preſumes to ſayÞacc 
They were ſome of the Church of Epheſus ; anfMe tc 
again , ot rh: whole Church, C' 
Firſt, Can it be thought that thoſe were” 
that time Members of the Church; and yerk{ hy 
ignorant of the Holy Spirit; and ſurely Panp9/ 
would not have baptized them again , if theſ/ts 
had been Members of the Church before. |: 
Secexsl/y, They are not called the Church] 5a 
nor of the Church , nor ſome of the Church|#* 
Hut certain Diiciples:; vea, and ſuch alſo as itÞ/”/ 


ap 


Darkneſs, ans Confuſion vanquiſhd, #57 
alg]appears, that were only Inftruted into the 
ing|daptiſme of fob. 

the] Thirdly, Though we read but of twelve that 

owſhad hands laid upon themz which was the 
Jitjaumber of the Men #* that Paz! found at that How ma- 
time , who lay ſhort of their Duty and privi- 29 women 
walkdge in that reſpect; ſince we ſee the Spirit —_— 
ig was their right, as baptized Beleivers, it fol- So 
olylows that it' was and is the duty of every Be- ſeldome 
eiver to yeild obedience to this Ordinance ,*Þ< |«ffer 
mos well as it was the duty of thole twelve. The m—— 


calſGoſpel” Inſtitutions , being one and the ſame 
half all the Churches of the Saints, notwithftand- 
leſ{{ng what hath already been offered, may be 
fatisfaCtiory Anſwer to Mr. Daxvers , concern- 
og what 'he minds from thoſe two places of 
oly Scripture; yet becauſe I find ſo many 
arned Men, both ancient and of latter times, 


= only that waich was wanting, Was performes ant 
ay? Peter and John, ther by. Prajer aud {mpo- _— 

. IS 4 4 i 
theſ] /t5or of Hands, the Holy Spirts ſorwld be in- Perins 
Vocatea, : : A. D. 240. 
rch}| Saith Hicrow in the Als of the Apoſtles, 

F X p* : , by 
rhe find inother Inſtarce of the Ceicbration of rhis rags " 
7} a9 2 : . Fo. g 4 . V, 
as iti; #4! iſtery, for it s ſignually expreſiea of Luci/erum, 


ap 6 b$ke 


73 er, Truth in his promitive parity. 

& the Baptized at Epheſus, Paul firſt 6aptize 
* them and: then Laid his Hands upon them, and 
* they received the Holy Spirit, And theſe Teſti. 
monies are the great Warranty for this holy 
Ordinance. 

Eucheries ( is cited by Dr. T ayler ) ſpeaking 
thus. ©* The ſame tring that is done now in [mpij; 
*« 1;on ef Hands on ſingle Perſons, 1s no other then| 
« ehat which was don? 1npon all Beletvers in thi 
« oeſcert of the Holy Spirit. | 

He mentions Zarchis ; © I wiſh that the Ex- 
<« amples of the Apoſtles, ana Primative Church 
* es were of more vali: amongſt Chriſtians, It 
&* were well if they were /o. ({aith the Doctor) but 
« there 1s more then meer Examples;theſe Example 
” © of ſuch ſolemnities, the Apoſtles are our Maſter: 


See Dy. 
Fre Tay- 
fer, page 
43- 


«ix them, and have given Ruits and Preſidents 


lope 


* for the Church to follow, this is a Chriſtian Lan, ppc 
* an1 Writen { as all Scriptures are) for our Inhat 


*« traction. 


Heſs on 
Htb. 6. 2 


les 


Hein afirmeth, that the Laying on of hands, knd & 
mentioned Acts 8, 17. Acts 19.6, By St. Lakeghhe e 
« Ir that of Confirmation, whereby the Spirvr of Gothas 5 


« & 0:91 to Perſons baptized, wherewith they be-hter 
<* ing ſtrengthned, confeſs the Name of Chriſthe, 
« #9:4auntealy among the Enemies of the Faith, ep, 


And apain ( ſaith he ) © That Hands were wont 
** to be Lasd 1pon Perſons baptized, after the ex- 

* ample of the Apoſtler, all Antiquity teacheth. 
Dr. uem. Dr. Hammoy: alſo in his Anxotations ſaith, 
mx in his © That St was Cuoniirmattien , way aypear pre- 
- Ant. On © pale, becauſe 53 [o ſoon attended their Conv:riion 
Ads $47. « ad Baptiſme, Wien the Apoſtles which were 


i cc F 4 


or, truth iu its primitive purity, 79 gl} 

« a Jeruſalem heard 'that Samaria had received 

| che ord of God , they ſent Peter, ayd John, ver, 

41* 14. Which agrees well (ſaith he) with that of 

1-[* Confirmation, which i an Act reſerved to the 

ly|'* Ralers of the Charch , and not communicated , 

or allowed ro 1nferior Officers , ſuch as Phillip the 

181* Deacon here, ———_ 

« And then paraphraſing upon ACts 19, 6. he 1 15 M4- 

« (aith after the Paul b Impefeim of hands , and —_ 

ke\® beneaitton, gave them Confirmation, by which 

" means the Holy Spirit came on them. 

x-| Mr. Ralph Venning ſpeaking of Atts 8. 17. and Sce a Book 

{fs 19.6. gives his underſtanding upon them - Maſha 

It|*T hat it was the prattiſe of the Apoitles , after Called __ 

"they had baptiſed Per ſons , ſeoxer, or latter , to lay nings Re- 

let * hands #091 thew, mains pag. 
Thus Frok what we , and others have ſaid , 1729: 15: 

lope it may appear to all inquiring Souls, in 

jfppoſition to what Mr. Danvers ſaith in page 47. 

at theſe two places are clear preſidents, and 

les for this practice , as well as Heb. 6. nr, 2. 

knd other Scriptures , we have infifted upon , to 

Ke end of the World; for as much that there 

70s a Laying on of hands practiſed immediately 

bc-tter Baptiſme , and with much certainty upon 

rithery Member, or baptiſed Believer , and to ſuch 

end as may be,and is attainable in theſe times. 
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Argument 
I; 


So Darkneſs, and C onfufien vangniſh'd, 


DO  — 


CHAP. VII. 


Further ſhewing that Prayer , with Impoſutioy of 


hands upon baptiſed Believers , doth remain jor ( 


ever , 45 4 ſtanding, or perperial adminiſtration, 


Ut leaſt any ſhould {till object , this Qrdi- | 
nance doth not continue , neither is the| 

end attainable; now I am willing to condeſcend, | 
to add two , or three Arguments , for the further | 


eviricing of theſe particulars. And 
Firſt, Becauſe the Lord was pleaſed to bear wit- 
neſs unto, or own, crown, ratifie, and confirm this, 


blefſed word Ordinance , or principle of Chriſt | 
Doctrine , with the like fignes ; wonders , and] 


miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit , as he did 


any other Word, Command , Part , or Princi-| 
vle of the ſaid Dotrine; Now that which was | 
thus confirmed , andeſtabliſhed , muſt needs re- | 
main in full force tothe end of the W orld as our j/%4 


duty , to obſerve, keep , and practiſe ; and very 


dangerous it is to ſeek , or labour to deſtroy , or | 


make it void; for by the ſame Argument may 


an Enemy lay waft, and take away another; yea, [i 


and ſo conſequently every one. 
Becauſe,it is a foundation principle of the 


Houſe of God , or one of the great Pillars (next || 


unto Chriſt ) upon which it is built , it muſt 
needs therefore remain ; and very dangerous it 


is for any Man to take away , or remove a foun-| 
- dation ſtone. 


*T is 


07, Truth in its primitive pgricy; 81 

[1 Fas very abſwrd (faith Mr. Blackwood ) torr Black 
* think that ove of the fix founqstion. prixciples , wood on 

commended to 1. by the Apoſtle; \Prexld ceaſe , Naithew 

* gud all the other remain to the endof the World . P48: "Om 
{Nay . i net [zpr/rtion of hands placed in the 

 mait , berwiit: Fanh, and Repentance on the 


{ome ſide, and Eternal: fadgement onthe other ? 


it- [it 1s very extenfive; tis made toall believing 
[Souls to; the end of the World , and it is made, 


or [the World can not receive, Oc. 


*'ths fenced. in oxevery ſide , theres 10 comiug to 


I*/ghtz ris ab/nrd-te think the ApoFile wanld place 


* #ve kemporary principle.that was 10/laſt but a ſhort | 
© 11me , amongit five. prrpetnal Principles, and © 
*call thew all by the [ame name of a foundation. &c, 


| Thirdly Becauſe. the promiſe of the Holy Spi- Argim. 2. 


tis evident , unto Perfons in their obedience , to 


the duty that is enjoyned /arrh. 28: ver}. ult. 


teaching them td 0b/erve ali things whatſoever [ have 
commanded you , and Loe I am with you alwajes to 
the end of the World if jos love me . keep my Com- 
mandements , and 1 will pravthe Fatber , and ke 
fall give you another Conforter , that he may abide 


with you for ever, even the Spirit of wrath which J%" 4; 


15,16,17, 


Doctor fer. Taylor , whom I have had occa- y; T1y1., 
lon to cite once, or twice before , ſpeaks ex- Diſcourſe 


{cellently concerning the perpetuity of this parti- 9" Corfir. 


cular Ordinance , we now contend for 5 And P75: 53: 
from this very ground take his own words : 

* The perpuity of this holy Rite appears : 

Firſt , ©: Becauſe the great Gift of the Holy 


- © Ghoſt was promiſed to abide with the Churci 


*forever ; Repent , and be baptiſed every one. 
F 0 


82 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh' d, 

. * of you, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the 
 *#« Holy Ghoft; not the meaneft Perſon amongſt 

+ ©© you! but ſhall receive this great thing ;- forthe 
« promiſe is unto you , and unto your Children, 
«and ro all that are afar off, even ſo many's 
<* the Lord our God ſhall call ; this promile iy 
«© made toall, and unto all for ever, And pre 
: ſently ſpeaking as to Laying :on of hands , a 
Gods way for the miniſtring of it : **I ſay: ſuc 
:* a ſolemnity- (faith he) 'tis not eaſie tobe ſup 
< poſed, -ſhonld be appointed ;: that 1s, It 1s not 
. © jmaginable that. a ſolemn Rite , annex'd. to 1 
_ -f< perpetual promiſe , ſhould be tranſient , and 
temporary; - for by -the-nature of relatives, 


C 


.f*rhey muſt be of equal abode; the promiſcii 


ff of a thing for ever : the Ceremony, or Rite, 
* waSannexed to the promiſe, and therefore this 
* al/o muſt abide for ever, © 
ATRWP. 4s 1 Fourthly , Becauſe the Spirit. which 1s promt 
ſed , is the ' Comforter that leads into all truth, 
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.and-helps the Saints in their -Teftimony , andyou 


ſuffcrings for Chriſt ; and.'tis that by which they 
are icaled.ailo unto the day of Redemption, 
Epv. 1.13. Weo after that that ye believes , wert 


jealed by tre Fial y Z \ pirit of promſe. ” He ſpeaks 
*jr to the Epiefrans ? who well underſtood his 
£ meaning, by remembring what was done to 
< them by ihe Apoſtle ; who awhile before, 
'* after he had baptiſed them , laid his hands up- 
* on them ( faith the Doctor) ſo they re 
*<ceived, and were ſcaled with the Holy Spirit 
© of promiſe, © 

. Now taye not we, and the Saints of this Age, 


gs 


tect 
fate 
then 
he-h 
opir 
Ord 
bapt 
of tl 
ha 
cet 
ul 


env 


theſcomforted in our ſufferings ,-and tempttions as 
en,jthe Saints' of the former Ages; and have we nor 
7 's|as much need to be ſealed by the Spirit of pro- 


eimiſe as they had ? why then fhould we not be 


pre-jwilling to wait upon God , in the ſame way that 
, a|God hath preſcribed , for our receivinga further 
uclyſencreaſe of it, even in that way which the pri- 


up|mitive Saints did yield obedience. 


. 07, t#nth in its primitive purity... B57 
theſas much need of the Spirits guidance ; "and robe 
ngftthelped in 'our Feftimony , and born-up , and 


\ 


not|* But may be, ſome will [ay , we have the Holy Objc&ion,) 


0 a| Spirit tn as great 4 weaſure 44 you , who never 
and came #nder Laying on of hands yz and what great- 
es,[ir meaſure have-you after your obeatence there to 
e ij then before. _ Lf LS 
te]. We dare not boaſt ' of our :indowments;' we 
hi|are poer & needy, and therefore willing to:tnake 
ſe of all advantages;and be found 'in every Ordi- 
mi;nance,that ſo we might meet with-more ofChrift, 
th,jand of his Spirit; and if you haveſo much ,*that 
ndyou need not pray , nor uſe the 'means God di- 
ejj!ects tro, for the. obtaining more , *tis-@ rare: 
nate you are arrived too : 'But if God be better 
er! then his word to you, we will not complain , 
185he-hath many wayes for the conveyance of his 
his|Spirit into our hearts; and yet this is the great 
to[Ordinance , for the diſtribution thereof. unto 
e,jtaptiſed Believers: And we may fay with one 
p-of the Ancients : ** 5y this rite of Impoſition of 
re" hands , God hath promiſed, 14 the Saints ve- 
rit|* ceived the Holy Ghoſt 5 For thengh (faith he) #he 
" Spirit of God was given extraregularly, and at 
e,]. 81 times as God was pleaſed , yer this of Impoſr- 
as | F 2 © piou 


Cy 


Anſwer. 


| who often partake thereof; and may be have as 


| the other, will you therefore neglect your duty,} - 


OdjcHtion. 


Anſwer, 


B84 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſo'd, 
< 508 of hands was duxjuoike nvivngl©> , this was 


«che Moniftry of the, Spirit z me receive Chriſt | 
6: when we hear , and obey bis word yz we tat Chrift 


« by Faith ; and yet the bleſſed Euchariſt i d' 1960+ 
« p{[0% SOIC x4 Hina] , the Miniſtry of the 
« Body, and Blood of Chriſt z the Loras Supper 
<* gppoinged ritwally to convey Cir:Sts Baay y and 
« Blood to 4 , ſo Lajing on of bands ordained ri- 
'© tally to give 6 the Spirig. | 


Now probable, ſome who. are againſt the 


Ordinance of the Lords Supper , -may ſay, they 
feed upon Chriſt, and have as much Commu: 
nion with him , and Faith in him , as any of us, 


much to ſay upon this account , as you have on 


for time to come in breaking of Bread ? 
There is a promiſe of the Spirit made to Per- 


ſons in Baptiſme', yet ſome mzy ſay ; they -have/ 
more, of the Spirit of God then you or I have,|. 


who-neyer were baptiſed, Cornelizs though he 
had - received a large meaſure of the Spirit of 
God ; was (notwithſtanding that). very will 
ing to be baptiſed, and to do what ever Peter, 
from the command of the Lord. [eſas, enjoy-| 
cd _ him ;- and thus the Objection is anſ: 
wered. 


But ex1erorainary effects did accompany this ad; 


$:11ir ation, ard ſuch do not follow now z therefore 
the thing 04 P/cadsfor is ceaſed. 

. Suffer fer, Tay/er to ſpeak at this time , for 
I have largely anſwered this Objection , elle 
wnere befere T'1neet with the learned Doctor: 
I 


+ « 0, Truth inits primitive purity: 8% 
|, ** If this be all (faith he) that can be ſaid in op- — 
7 | © poſitiontq ir, it is infinite vain, 
« Firſt {In the dayes of the Apoſtles , the D:Taylers 
4, | © Holy Spirit did produce miraculous effects , Pifcourie 
« but neither alwayes , nor at all in all Men; are I 
1g] © arc all Workers of Miracles ? do all ſp:ak with gg, Fes 
«© Tongues, &c. the wind bloweth were it liſt- 
«eth; ſome have Gifts after this manner , and 
he © ſome have Gifts after that. 
*« Secondly, Theſe Gifts were not neceſſary at 
« all times , any more then to all Perſons, but the 
«« promiſe of the Holy Spirit did belonp to all, 
« & was performed to all, but not in the ike man- 
« ner. Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit ; he was 
« full of Faith , and power ; the Holy Ghoft was 
« given to him, to fulfil his Faith principally; 
« working Mirac'es was but Collateral » and in- 
*« cident ; bur there is alfo an infuſion of the Holy 
| « Spirit to alJ,& that for ever ; the manifcſtations 
hel ** of the Spirit 15 _ to every Man, to profit 
«with all: &pd therefqre if the grace be given 

:.| *to all, there is no reaſon that the ritual mi- 
« niſtration of thar grace ſhould ceaſe, upon 
««pretence that the Spirit is not given Cxtraor- 
nf.| © dineryly. 

'| Thirdly, Thoſe extraordinary gifts were in- 
14) deed at firſt neceſſary; ( He gives ſeveral rea- 
ſons thereof: ) one becauſe of them , who could 
© not reccive the underftanding of an incorpo- 
*ral nature; that if afterwards they be not ſo 
1ſe] © done , they may be believed by thoſe things 
\..| * which were already done ; Another becauſe of 
7;| © the ſtate ofthe Church: Bur the greater Gifts 
| Þ 3 (faich 


_— 


86 Darkneſs, and Confuſion Vanquiſh'd, 
« (faith he) were. to abide for ever;' therefore 
« *tis obſcrvable that St. Paul ſays , that the Gift 
«* of Tongues is one of the leaſt , and moſt uſeleſs 
* things, a mcer ſigni, and not ſo much as aſign to 
« a Believer , but to Infidels, and Unbeltevers. 

* Feurthly , To every ordinary , and perpe- 
* tua] Miniſtry, at firit there were extraordi- 
* nary effects, and miraculous Con':gnations: 
*«« We find three thouſand Converted at one Ser- 
«© mon., five thouſand at another z and Perſons 
« were miraculouſly cured by Prayer , at the vi- 
* ſitation of the Sick; and Devils caſt out in 
*f the corfverſion of a Sinner: And now though we 
* ſee no ſuch extraordinary effects , it follows 
** notthat the viſitation of the Sick preaching, Ser- 
©* mons , &c. are not ordinary , and perpetual 
© miniſtrations ; and therefore to fancy , that 
* Invocation of the Holy Spirit , and Impoſi- 
* tion of hands is to ceaſe , when the extrao;di- 
"© nary , and temporary Contingencies of it are 
« 50ne, is t00 triffling a fancy , to þe put into the 
* balance , againſt ſo facred an Mftitution , re- 
** tying upon ſo many Scriptures. 

 Fiftoly , He argues yet further , ſhewing 
tough the giits of Tongues , and outward Mi- 
racles , remain not with the Church , yet the 


Sreater , or more tranicendent pifts of the Spirit 
do continue , (viz.) DanCificacton, and Pow- 
2c, Fo2titnde . and Fatth , Hope , and Lods, 
EC. ** Theſe are (ſaith he) the Mrracles of graces 
*6 to throw dawn the priae of Lucifer, to tread os 
« the grea' Dragon , and to trinmpn over our þie 


— 


& ritual En;mies , io cure a diſeaſed Soul, robe | 


£0 Ago 


Y—_— 


' or, truth inits primitive purity,” $7 
© unharmed by the. poyſon of temptation; &e. This 
5 4s, wore then 40 receive the Spirit,,; toa power of 
i Airacles, and; ſupernatural produits .in a 1a- 
$ 1jer al matter 3 for thik js from a} pernatural prin- 
*ciple, to receive ſnpernatural aids to a ſuperna- 
6 turalend , i» the Divner ſpirit of @a Many and 
"this being more miracxlozs then the other , it ought 
*« ot ,tq be pretended , that the diſcontinnance of ex. 
« tr aordivary Miracles , ſhould :cauſe the diſcomi- 
*< pHance of an orainary miniſtration ;, and this ts 
* rþat (faith he) which / was to prove, 

He proceeds to other reaſons , but I think he 
hath faid enough; and therefore now I ſhall re- 
turn to Mr. Danvers page 48. wherein he labours 
againft the ſtream , and would make us believe , 
that the Laying on of hands upon 7 1mothy, 2 Ti- 
mothy 1,6, and 1 Tim. 4; 14. are one, and the 
ſame ; which muſt be rejected , fince ſeveral 


| reaſons have been given to the contrary , which 


hath not in the leaſt been removed by him , or 
others, That Timothy had hands laid upon him 
twice , is evident; that is toſay , ſoon aſter his 
Baptiſme, and when he was ordained to Of- 
fice: One very good reaſon for it , is given by 
Mr. Blackwood : ** Panl (faith he) ſpeaks of ſuch 
t« oifts , a5 was given by the Laying on of his own 


< hands * ; but the Impoſition in Ordination,was* »&y x«#- 
«« by. the, hands of the Elderſhip , 1 Tia. 4. 14. gov ps, 


«« where the Greek words are 57? £niIE5:; , 
« ſignifying a conjunction of Perſons ; but 
2 Tim.pl. 6. is $20 nina, to denote the 


«act of one Man. 


And doubtleſs ſuch an Expoſition that Mr. 
| pn F wy Dan- 


Heb.s 22, 


BY Derbieſt, and Confuſron vanquiſh'd, 
Danvers gives”, doth to much reflect upon the 
Apoſtle ; whoſe Soul hated nothing more then 
pride , and arrogancy : Surely he would not haye 
appropriated that to himſelb alone , which was 
done by orhers as well as he. 

But Secondly, I am perſwaded , my Brother 
is ſenſible what has been ſaid , in reſpect of thoſe 
Gifts , which Timothy received through Layings 


} 


on of hands , which hath'been ſhewed by ſeveral | oy 
Perſons to be different, (the one only relating | no 


to his Office , or Miniſterial power committed to 
him ; the other , to ſuch gifts that are proper , of 
do belong to all the Saints; ) though of this he 
takes no notice, Dn fel bh 
I am loath to ſay, that Mr. Da»vers in all 
that he hath done in his ſmall Tract, has been 
to darken Councel , with words without know- 
ledge; yet it would make a Man admire , to 
conſider how confuſedly he hath writ upon this 
ſubject , he ſeems to blame us for being fo po- 
ſitive: . = 
Concerning what ſort of Laying on of hands 
It 15, that 1s intended in Heb. 6. 1,2. which is 
as much as if a Schoolmaſter ſhould blame, or 
be angry with his Scholar , for affirming AisA, 
and B is B ; Surely if we have not perfectly 
learned, our firſt lefſon , or rudiments of our pro- 
feſſion , we ſhall never be good Tutotrs of others; 
The Apoſtle blamcs the Hebrews , for being 
ſuch il] Proficients , or dull Scholars that they 
had gone no further ; and you ſeem to blame us 
for being gone ſo far, as to affirm poſitively 
which are the fr principles of the Dotrine of 
Chriſt, 


g 


or, Truth in hi privitive purity. 89 
Chriſt. Sir , give me leaye to tell you ( what 
ever you may ſuppoſe) that it is as eafie to know 
what Laying on of hands it is that is intended, 
Heb, 6. as to know what Baptiſme that is , which 
our Saviour refers too, in ar. 28, 20. 
But Secovdly, You may be aſſured of this, 
were we at a loſs, or doubting in the caſe, we 
ſhould never come to learn of you , for by your 


| own grant , Pag. 49. we may ſuppoſe you have 


not attained to 4 certain knowledge of it your 
ſelf , nor are able to be poſitive in the caſe, many 
things being hard , and difficult ro be nnderſtood 
(you ſay ) with thoſe that are ignorant wrefters, 
C. 
No marvel , if ignorant Men are at a loſs, and 
captivated in their underſtands, miſerablely a. 
buling , and wreſting thoſe myſterious places, 
or things , contained in Pav/s Epiſtles ) when 
Men of know! edge ſhall looſe themſelves, in ſuch 
| plain, and eaſie path. I knew a Man ( ſome 
what like Mr. D. ) whoa little while ago , did 
not know, but that, that Bapriſme, and Laying on 
of hands , &c. in Hebr. 6. 1. 2. might intend 
thoſe legal waſhings , and Laying on of hands 
upon the heads of Bullocks , that were to be of- 
fered up for Sacrifice in the time of the Law (I 
am glad to find him of another Judgement } 
| would Men but deny themſelves , and not truſt 
to their own underftandings , they might ſoon 
ſce the way plain before them , that thoſe fiuft 
principles of 'the Oracles of God , which are 
called Milk for Babes, and not ftrong meat, 
ae none of theſe things , ſpoken of by Pe- 
| tier, 
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go Darkneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
ter , ſo hard to be underſtood. 


But fince Mr. Danvers ſays , be will not leaue 

245 in the dark, but reſolves to give ws his appre- 

henſion of this Text in which ( he thinks be has the 

wind of Chriff ) we will proceed pag. 495 50... 

Yet this let me premiſs beiore hand , that 

what he hath laid down , as his judgement on 

Seen line $218 Text , Mr. Tom(ijon hath lately very well 


Treariſe of anſwered , and ſhewed his weakneſs , and the | 
Mr. Tom-ridiculouſneſs of ſuch an Expoſition (I fearhe 
linſon laze- did not implore the Throne of grace ior lignt, 
ly printed nd direction , before he begun to write on this 


ned, concerning the meaning of this Scripture.) 
He conceives , that the ix principles , mentioned 
here , are very comprehenſive , and may take in tht 
ten Commandements , the Lords Supper , and [c- 
weral other things; Nay (he ſays) that Repen- 
tance , ana Faith, may comprehend all , both the 
Keg arive , and poſitive part of holineſs. 

Arſwer. If the whole of Religion , or Doctrine of god- 
lincſs is comprehended , or intended by theſe 
[1% Principles ; what reaſon can be given , why 
the Apcitle ſhould call them the firſt prixciples 
of the Doctrine of Chrift? it would bea very 
impropcr thing, to call them the firſt that com- 
prehendall , and there isnone beſides them; by 
this Argument , whFen the foundation is laid, the 
whole building is finiſhed. 

» Andifthe whole of picty , or holyneſs , be in 
cluded in the two firft Principles : (viz ) Re 
pentance, and Faith , there was no need for the 


Apoſtle to enumerate any more; Nay , and by 
this 


PE 22-25 ſybjet, he is ſo much beciouded, and dark: | 


|.and ſo ever be but Babes * ir Jeſus Chriſt ; and 


or, truth in 3;5-primirive parity. gr 
this Argument., fincere obedience to the Lord 
ſeſus in Baptiſme , and Laying on of hands, to- 
gether with the belief of the Reſurrection , and 
Eternal Judgement , 1s excinded , or not com- 
prehended in the negative , or poſitive part of 
holyneſs , there is nothing of holineſsin any of 
this; to very little purpoſe then hath he, and I, 
ſpent our time in writing about either of theſe 


) Principles. 


But again as Mr. Tomlin/o» minds , How conld it 
be the weakneſs of theſe Hebrews , that they had 


need to be taught them again ? or how could the A» 


poſtle ſay y he would leave them to yo on to perfe- 
Hion , &c. © Surely if in theſe firſt Principles all 
* Religion be comprchended , he would not do 
«yell toleave them; it might ratherhave been 
* their perfeCtion , ever to remain there (v1, } 
« inpreaching , ſtudying, and practiſing of them, 
«(and gono further;) or if we muſt needs leave 
©them,we mult leave all Religion, and holyneſs, 
* and fo turn Ranters , Atheifts, or Quakers. 

But again , if the whole body of Religion, and 
holyneſs is comprehended in theie fix princi- 
ples , then no Chriſtian had gone further : Nay, 
nor perfectly» learned the 4, B, C. of his pro- 
ſcefſhon , and we muſtalwayes be learning them, _ 
no reaſon had the Apoſtle to blame the Hebrens, rimcivies 


that they had gone no further , fince in thoſe are in te 
PApoſties 

ſence ro be looked upon as Milk , and for Babes; what then 1s the 

meat? and who are the ſtrong Mcn ? Surely when we have done 

with our Mi'k, the Feaſt is ended ;.2nd there is no after diſh , i@ 

{pcak according tothe nature of this Mctaphor. b | 

t a 


02 Darkneſs, and Confuſion vangn/h'd, 
beginning principles were comprehended the 
whole of their duty, 

Again pape 45. as Mr. Danvers would have 
Repentance , and Faith to comprehend all , both 
the negative , and poſitive part of holyneſs ; ſo 

 _. alſo he proceeds, to tell us, how comprehen- 
Obje&ion. gye Laying on of hands is; and That it rakes in 


all ſorts, thas are ſpoken of : (viz. ) Adiracles,| 
} 


Healing , and Gifts , that were for the Confirma- 
tron of the Goſpel , and for the tnueſtiture of Chirch 
Officers , &c. 

Anſwer, There is as much truth in this as in the former, 
and 'tis as good Divinity every whit-; and 
when he hath anſwered our Arguments , againſt 

ba ark this ſtrange Expoſition , we will argue that 
:ke Point furthet with him. We have ſhewed why 


by make 1 = 
Laying on it caninot intend that upon Sick Perſons , nor up- 


of hands on Officers of the Church; and as concerning 


OY: extraordinary Gifts , for the Confirmation of 
healing « FE Goſpel , if he mean that ſpoken of 47s 8, 
perperual 17. and 19. 6, we utter:y deny, as you heard, 
adwin- "and clearly make forth the contrary ,. that it 
tration 725 not the end of that ſervice , &c. no more 
it being a- : . 

par: (in ©0en 'twas the end of Aſſembling together , Pray- 
kis ſcene) er , Preaching, &c. Sith ſuch Miraculous effects 
of ths followed more , or leſs every one of thoſe , and 
fometh other Goſpel miniftrations ,. as well as Lay- 


fthe . 
_— ing on of hands upon baptiſed Believers : And 


God; this being conſidered , 'tis ſtrange he ſhould rea- 


{on after this blind manner, 
But we further ſay , that there is but one 
ſort of Layinz on of hands, intended or Com: 


prehended in that Place, Heb, 6. 1,2. Becauſe I 
'tis| 


or, Truth, inits primitive purity, 93 
tis expreſſed in the finpular number , Laying 
on of hays, and not Layings, &c. 

(Mr. Dawvers faith) Thu © ameer Criticiſm, 
and hath ncthing of truth in it, ( He Affirms) 
that Laying 0) of WANG, Is if plural as Hapti{m. 
Aid this 1s all the Anſwer he gives , ſee page 
$1. 

If a bare Affirmation may be taken for a nl. 
Proof in this, we are Anſwered; and Mr. 
Darvers hath done his buſineſs ; ( what is here 
more.) . And | defire to know how he would 
write , were he to diſtinguiſh between one 
hand and ſeveral ſorts,ſince Hands are in the Plu- 
ral Number; the Adminiftrator is not. to Lay 
one only, but both his hands : there can bez no 
diſtinguiſhing ( If this Man is not miſtaken ) 

etween one and divers kinds ; for where ever 
the Scripture ſpeaks but of one ſort ( in our 
Opponants judgment ) 'tis Expreſs, as it is here, 
{wiz..) Laying. on of hands, and ſo. as plural, 
ſee 1 T imoth. 4. 14, | need not ſpeak more, 
only Cite-a Paſſage of a Learned Wyiter upon 
this very Place, and Objection ; *Tis moſt pal- 
pabie apparent (faith he ) *© To ſuch that are 
© not aſleep in their reading of that Text, Heb. 
6. 1, 2; that it ſpeaks in the ſingular Number, 
* of one. Laying on of hands alone , and not of 
*«*Layings on of hands as it muſt have been cx- 


«frefſed;' had he meant more kinds of Impoliti- 1zgce this 
'| © on of hands then one; for though hands be the aiftin&i- 
© Ptural Number”, Yet Laying , Whick ts the 07, which 


's very 


Plxaſe you ſpeak too, or elſe you ſpeak N51 


Num- 


. —_— ; material, * 
ad Rhomwbnws , is a Subſtantiye of the Singular g,;, 4.15. 
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03 Darkneſt, and Coyftfion vanquiſy'a, Y 
Number, both in the Engliſh and the Greek, 
But to proceed : Mr. Danvers, page 5l. 52, 
gives us the ground of his Offence, and great 
trouble of ſpirit concerning the nature or manner 
of our afferting and maintaining of this Princi- 
ple of Impoſition of Hands. | 
Firſt, Negatively, he tells us wherein his of- 
fence lies not, {viz.) No: becauſe we pray for @ 
bleſſing upon onr Brethren and $ ifters, or for- the 
prattice or geſture of Lifting np, or Laying on of 
Hands"; provided it be nor urged as 4 thing of ab- 


bl 


ſolmte neceſſity, &'c. But 


Secoraly., When Impoſed as an Inftitution of 


Chriſt, a beginning Dottrine, or Oracle - of Ged, 


a Fexndation of Chriſtian Religion, to which every \ 


HAember , and Diſciple - of Chriſt ought 'r0 "(#b- 
mit , upon penalty of Non communion , for vepect- 
ins a Fonndamental Principal, though not one word 
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of Inſtitution , Command, Precept, or Exampele © 
for the ſame 3 aud that nnder pretence of receiving 
wore of the Spirit of Chriſt thereby, which # a Spirit 
of Love, Meekneſs, Fc. There appears the [pirit 
| of uncharittableneſs, Judxcing, rexding , and divid- 
” ing the body of Chriit, and for aſſerting for Doc= 
trine and prattice the Cuſtims, and Commanas of 
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Men : it 7s for theſe things otr offences lies ſo 
well founded upon Dent, 4. 2. and 12.23. Rev. 
22, 1%. Run. 20.6. 
Could we have ſuch a liberty in our ſelves, 
as to make an' holy Inftitution of Chrift , only a 
formal orcivi! Ceremony,or Geſture,or a Thing 
indifferent , which we: may do, or not do, Mr, 
Daxvers' would -not be offended with us. 
| Se- 


m— 
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er, Truth in its primitive parity, 95 


againft us, he would have cauſe enough to be 
offended with us, but whether it be a Principle 
of the DcCtrine of Chriſt, an Oracle of God and 


(which we contend about) let our arguments be 


Readcr judge between us: here is nothing offer- 
ed in this place by our Opponent that deſerves 
any further Anſwer; it calis more for Repre- 
kenlion , chen Confu tation ;- who ſeems more 
uncharitab| ly ſenſorions then. Mr. Danvers, who 
adventures to Charge his Brethren, with that 
which their Souls: do: moſt 'abominate (viz. ) 


[+ tearing,deviding,and'rending the body of Chriſt, 


and being guilty of Will-worſhip, nay under 
the dreadfut Curſc'of Ading to the Word of 
God. 

Thirdly , Whether we are guilty of Schilme, 
rending » and tearing the body of Chriſt, or thoſe 
who neglect his VVord, or Foundation Princi- 
ple of his Doctrine (I might ſay reject it) is 
fully made manifeſt in a late Book Intituled, 7 he 
Searchers for Schiſuie Searched,which hath not yet 
been anſwered. 

Fourtily. May not the Independant and others 
Charge you upon the account of Bapti'me , with 
rending and tezring the body of Chrift, ſince you 
deny Breaking of Bread with them-; upon that 
Conlideration as we do with you about Lay- 
ing on of hands, x Principle of the ſame nature 


Secondly, Were it a true Charge he brings 


of Divine Authority , or -a Tradition of Men. . 


wel! we:ghed, and the judicious and Jmpartial.. 


and quality, Dcth nor Mr. wile bring this Þ his late 


Charge againſt you, in muck like words, as you Antler ro 
do Your fer- 


96 Darkweſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
mer Book do here. And truly, if I miftake not my ſelf, 
of, Bap- and the preſent Caſe depending / between us; 
mime You havecleared us from Schiſm , and have well 
7 anſwered your ſelf in your late Reply to him, 
T Mr.Dan- Page 169, 170,171. as you' Say of Baptiſme: 
vers: Book Suffer me to ſpeak of Laying on of hands, 


intitled OE, 4 4g 
Re T here is worhing in the Principle 1t (elf, but what 


and Truth 5uclines to Picty, and Unity": It being deſigned by |' 
Vindica, Chrift not onely to promote Santti/tcationr. but to | 


L 


20g further Love and Peace, in the way of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Truth. 

Why ſhould Baptiſm be eftcemed the whole 
and only viſible inlet into the viſible Church, 
it being but one of the Six Fundamental Prin- 
ciples of Church Conftitution. Why ſhould you 
have a greater eſteem for one then for. ano- 
ther Inftitution: Did you ſee Laying on of 
hands to be an Ordinance of the ſame nature 


and authority with Baptiſme; I would hope you : 
would not be of the mind ſome are of, (*tis | 


a ſad thing , when Perſons ſhall make a Foun- 
damental principle of Chriſtian Religion, as an 
indifleregt thing, ) I have and deſire to have 
a tender love to all that love the Lord Jeſus; 
yet dare not violate that Holy Order he hath 
left in his Word; knowing how ſeverely he 
hath manifeſted his difpleaſure , as the Scrip- 
ture ſheweth, againſt ſuch who have failed, or 
been negligent therein : alſo I amſenſible what 


the conſequence of that Liberty ſome Contend | 


for, may prove to be in the end. 
 Fifthly, Now, notwithſtanding we grant Bap- 
tilm 1s an Initiafing Ordinance, yet not; that 2- 
| lone 


, ©: nicum omnibus Fiacl brug communicaves : 
=] Confer #104 or Impoſsi 200 cfhanas) forth- 


} practiſe of ſome ofthe Chu:c 


or, Truth in its primitive parity. 
lone, 
(as faith a Learned Writer) ** 


before NeECHY Come, 


__ ti/me , and Lao 07: of pand 
«fey prop: rly. and EIS 4 zrety 2 wes dAwitttaynce. 


ſpeaking thus: © Cox format inne protings 


1% ples anthoritas, © 15 Cary rL a or jt [argut- 


WO fivcth fel auth; rity , 4 and right of C 
* ninn 18 the Bray , and Blood of Chri 'r, 


075579 17 - 


' was rot Confirmed, Was not acmilt 
«chriſt. 

Doubtleſs if the Church of 742: . that was 
be followed ; or if that which was the way , , and 
ches , 25 w 
Ctiſc , and _ of every Church , then | 

theſe Ordinances, as well as t.;e other veginning 
Principles , pe los Or ar© 1 rerequilite to 
Church Communion, and cliowihip 

But aoth net they 6 Yet 'ofre en , latid 5 
tereſt of Feſta Chrſt, 

Mr. Dizvers reply t o Mr, 
tiſme , 1s a very $009 anſwer : 


RM 
T . 


iis, about By P- 
{ WV; £2 of This 


! © (faith he) is no Other then Reformation 1n all 


© Apes (lnce the Antic nr iſtian deſeticon hat 

'* been charged with ) an particul»riy Nor Res 
be formation | that hath bo Cn endeavoured in that 
© other Ordinance of the Lores Supper ; tnerc- 
wy fore CO the Prethiterians cry O1jT ao2inſt rhe 
C3 Inde- 


97 


«« There are two Doors tobe pa iſje1 thro gn, 


« adjta, © wtima Eccli jig po err alta (v1Z., ) Bap- 
rereof 1 :ie late 


(that 


Andin 
——_ place faith the ſame Perfon : ** He it 


ed totie F 11> 


firſt planted 1n the order of the Goſpe!, is to 


Mr. Hanmors cites ſome ancient Chriſtians , An Exer- 
GALNC {# Ci CT, Þ. 


4Yr0W tive tn ©). 3£ CON» 


Arver. 


os 
<< 4- ® 


c 
A. 
29. 


2 
L 


oo Darkne[s, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd, 
«« /racpendents , for finful Schiſme , Fomenters of 
« Faction, and narrowing of Chriſts intereſt, 
* in thcir reſpeciive ſeparations , and Church 
*« Communions. The tame do the Prelares ſay 
**to the Presbjreriansz And the very ſame do the 
"* Papiſt« ſay to the Epiſceparians 

If Mr. P. mn the work of Reform-tion doth ex: 
cel , or hath more light then {ucn ne ſpeaks of , in 
reſpect of Church Conſtitution, & Communion, 
and reiolves to purſuc his weork , notwitatanding, 
the reproach he meets with upon this Account, 
why ſhould he blame us, who are according to 
our light , but a labouring after a pure , and per- 
tcct Reformation? or doth he judpe , he hath got 
2 fuch a degree of knowledge, that he is perfcct, 
and needs no more light , nor inſtruction , and 
that the laſt ſtone of Reformation,& Reſtoration 
here 15 laid , becauſe Baptiſme ſhines forth in its 
primitive purity. Holy fe could ſay (ſuch wa 
his humility) zibat Y krow not,texcy thou me, 
And Arpeios, though mighty in the Scriptures, 
could itoop to the councel , and inſtruction of 4: 
s 18.4178, and Priſcilla though much inferior to him, 

who taugt him the way of God more perfettHy, 
S'ixtaly , Ought not we to lard faft , and holi 
tie Traditions woich we have been caught , and 15 
not this worthy of Commendation ? what faitt 
tne Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 11,2. New I pzatlſe yl, 
25*uth;emn . that rem remember me fn all 
thIng , 4zd ketp rhe Ordinances as they were del. 
wered winto you 5 and are we not commanded. ti 
witne&raw from every Brother that watketh diſor 
ce ly, and not after the Traditions we have tt 
| celvgd 


— 


j 


or, Truth in hu priviitive parity, 99 
ceived, Belides ,ican we comſortabiy have Com- 
munion with ſuch that oppoſe a holy Oracle , 
or Command of God ? Nay, that render it 
nought elie then a Tradition of Men , and an 
Antichriſtian forgerie , or innovation ; ovghr 
not Communion to flow from Chriſttan Union, 

eſpecially in all fundamental principles of Church 
Conſtitution ? ought we not 1n theſe things to be 
agrerd , before we can inan orcerly way lit down 
togetier ? 

Sev-nth/y, But tolay no more to this, I would 
in a friendly way caution Mr, Da»zvers, to take 
heed what he affirms, or {peaks upon this ac- 
count, I mean concerning us, and this facred 
Inſtitution of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , ſince he 
ſeems lo dark , and cloudy in his underſtanding, 
abour thoſe places of Holy Scripture , urged by 
us as the great warranty for our practiſe ; It 
God hath hid (for reaſons beſt known to him- 
ſelf) this truth of impoſition of hands from 
his eyes , as he hath the holy Ordinance of Bop- 
tiſme , from the /n4epenaares and other Godly 
Perſons, it will be his w:\dom to forbear .uch 
reflections; iet him not be angry , leaſt it be- 
ing found to be a truth of God , and he conte- 
quently prove offended at Chriſt himſelf, who 
hath left chis as well as. Baprilme , amongtt the 
rudiments, or beginning princip:es of his Do- 
Girine; why ſhould he be offended at us , for 
having an equal love , and reſrect to ail the 
Commanderments of the Lord Jeſus? I would 
hope he hathreaſon to judge,'tis trom this ground 
we io carneſtly contend with him UPON ENS AC- 


count. SS E'ight- 


100 Derhneſs, and Confuſion vanquiſh'd. 

Eigh:ly . T cannot but marvel, that my Bro- 
ther ſhould call Laying on of hands a Doc:cine, 
Command , or Tradition of Men , and render 
thoſe who plead for it, or are in the practiſe 
thereof, to be guilty of adding to the words of 
God; and yet himſelfinthe mean time can re- 
ceive ſuch into Communion at the Lords Table, 
who are in the praCtiſe of it , and do vindicate 
it to be a glorious aypointment of the great 
God ; whar uncharitable thoughts doth he re- 
tain of his Brethren? and whet guilt , upon this 
Conſideration , doth he bring upon his own 
Soul, 
But let me cioſe this with one Cautionary 
word more; fith he knows the Sin is as great eve- 
ry way , to diminiſh from Gods word , as 'tis to 
alter, oradd to it ; let him take heed , !eaſt he be 
found gui'ty therein. 

We have now traced Mr. D. quite thorow , 
and have but little more todo; in page 5 3. he 
tabours to remove , or anſwer an Objection, that 
1s brought_againſt him from Az:iqaty ; and 
tince he hath fairly ſtated it , pray take it in his 
own words. 

As to the point of A-tiquity , thaugh ra granted 
tre Ancicnts . and their Follower s ever fiance . have 
erred not onty in the ſabje(t bat in divers Circum- 
ffances, avert thu rite of In:pojition of hands , yet 
1m 45 with as there bath teen all along ſuch a wit- 
e's bori: ta whe trig ut ſelf , it makes for its A- 
Þ Halicalreſs » end confirms our practiſe therein. 
Now take his anſwer to it: [rt deth not. appear 
(faztn he) tht {iica & witneſs Lath been born all 

along 


or, Truth in its primitive purity. IOq 
' therennto for Mr. Baxter 1mgeniouſly acknowleageth, 
that Juftin Martyr , Irenzus , and ethers in thoſe 
1110s 2 are ile nt about T : Fc, Ana thi{e Amntho- 
ritics that are pretended to aſſert the [ame tx the firſt 
Centuries , have been proved ro be ſpurious , and ſup- 
pofetions. | 
Secondly , That pretence of Ancient preſcrip- 
th0n , without the Word of God to warrantit, Can 
never jnStife the Divine Authority of any pra- 
eſe. 


We do fully agree with you (*'z.) what ever anſger, 


may be urg-d from Antiquity , or is found in 
Ancient preſcriptions concerning this , or any 
other practiſe , it ſignifies juſt nothing ; provi- 
ded the Word of God doth not witneſs to it : 
And truly we having ſuch evident, and uncon- 
trolab'e proof from Gods Word , to warrant , 
and eſtabliſh this Precept , that we never judged 
it worth our while , to ſearch into Authors con-+ 
cerning it ; neither ſhould we have cited any 
now , but that we have been put upon it by you: 
And as touching what you mention , concern- 
ing Mr. Baxters ingenious Confeſhon , that 7- 
ftin Martyr , and Ircrazxs, arc both lent about 
it , ſignifies in my weak underſtanding very little; 
for firſt, we have nothing but Mr. Baxrers ſay 
ſo for it, and it may be he hath overlooked ſome 
places of theſe Authors , or probably hath not 
met with all theic works. 

But Secozaly , ſince their ſilence is all that 15 
pretended, it can carry no great force with it; 
muſt we of necefiiry produce every one of the 
Ancients , as expreſly bearing witneſs thereto , 

Cz: 1 Or 


— 


—— 
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> 


| 
| | 


IO02 Darkneſs, and Confulun vanguiſh'd, 

or elſe is all nothing that is brought from Anti- 
quity in the Caſe? we have mentioned {everal 
Antient Witneſſes, and ſome. of the Second, 
and Third Centuries, which are neither ſpu- 
rious , ſuppolitious, ſubborn Witneſſes, nor 
Knights of the Poſt , though Mr. D. is pleaſed ſq 
to call them. 

And now to draw towards a Conc'uſion , we 
muſt ſay again, in oppoſition to that which 1s 
mentioned in page 54. there is more clear pre- 
cept , oz word of Inſtitution, for Impolition of 
hands on baptiſed Believers as ſuch , then can 
be urged for Impoſition of hands. upon Church 

T have Officers, or for the obſervation of the firſt day 


| ground tO 


conclude . Of the week , and ſeveral other things. 
Mc. D. But ſince we have anſwered already elſe where, 
looksupon what he inlaſteth on here , I am not willing to 


= hs trouble the Reader further with matter of this 
3 


keep holy NAFUrE, = : 
the firſt We give Mr, D. no ground to ſay that (which 
day of the with an uncharitable Spirit he doth ) of us (viz ) 
week, as Reproach the wiſaom of Chriſt " ard ſlight the au- 
the Chri- a 
ſtians Sab. f#ority.of the Holy Scriptures , as though we had 
bath. not a ſufficient direition therein , in all parts 0 
| Gras worſhip. God ſorbid we ſhould be guilty 
of ſuch things ; ome, and others , may here- 
in juſtly be charged , but our Souls witnels , 
and teſtific againſt it as abominable aſſertions. 
And that remarkable expreſſion of Door 
Owers , as Mr, D. calis it , we can with all rea- 
dineſs., and in the {implicity of our hearts cloſe 
in with ; and do ju.!ge it not unneceſſary once 
more to recite 1t : (viz. ) © This then they who 


bo'd 


CES 


OO. ... , ne 8 AXtwaS Ven an A, ford 


or, Truth, 11 ts primitive parity, IO3 

'£ þyld C:rmmunion w:rh Chriſt, are careful Of D7 Owens 
* they will admit of nothing , praiſe nothing Commu- 
* in the worſhip of God, private or publick , 7191 with 
*« but they have his warrant tor : for unle's  arron PUB" 
* comes in his nime , with thus ſaith the Lord * * 
* Jeſus, they will not hear an Angel from Hea- 
*vcn, they know the Apoſtles themſelves, were 
**to teach the Saints only what Chriſt com- 
* manded them. 

The Doctors rule is ever to be followed , the 
Lord open h13 own eyc:;for haw doth this clearly 
overthrow all his Arguments for his Babes Bap- 
tiime , &c. But what injury doth it do us , who 
can ſay, Thus faith thc Lord Jelus ? 'ris left on fiev.5. 1,2 
record amongſt the firſt Pr nciples, or Rudi- Hb 5. 12. 
ments of his Doctrine; 'tis a Command of God, c_ fo. 
if the Oracles of God be his Command , Heb 5, Ot 2 © 
12. which ſure none wil deny ; fith the A- 
poſtle Par , and trepren ( a Man full of the Holy 
Spirit ) affirms them fo to be; and doth Mr. />, 
believe whit the Doctor ſaith (viz ) that the 
Apoſtles were to teach the Saints nothing , bur 
what Chriſt commanded them, and that they 
« were obedient , and faithful ro their Lord, and 
Maſter therein; Surely then he may Jee a Di- 
vine Inſtitution for this practiſe; for was it not 
taught to the Hebrew Church, Heor. 5. 12. 
And did not Petey , and fohn teach it to the 48s 8 19: 
Saints at Samaria? and Pazito the Diſciples at aRs 19.5. 
Epheſms , and to Timothy ? yea, and made them? 11.6. 
obedient thereto, 


Avyn » , Mr. Black- 
m Vim! Ir were not an Or:114v ce «ft Mes 
If & j 091 97 hands were not O " a 


" Ged , and of D;vine [n|ti:utſon (ſaith Mr. Blick. NGtat. ON 
Ga = weed) 


Matthoiy 


104 Darkneſs, and Confuſi 0# Vanguiſh'd, 
© weed) then the Apoſtles in the adminiFration 


Pa: 690. 6 thereof, had prattiſed will-worſhip : Nay, which 


.the things 1 write untco you, 


«c ;; wore, had left a rule of will worſhip nnto 6 | 
© Heb. 6. 1. Bmt 't#s ab/urd to think, that the 
* Apoſtic world do either of theſe ; therefore Lay- 
© rg 99 of h4 hands upon Baptiſed Perſons » # an Ape- 

« ffolical InSFitutinn, 

Far be it from us, or any ſincere Chriſtian, 
to harbour any ſuch uncharitable thoughts of the 
blefled Apoſtles ( vx.) that they would do any 
thins in -Chriſts name without his warrant. If 

auy Man , faith Pa!. think himſelf to be a Pro. 
pact, or Spiritual, let him ac«now cage that 
are the Coimman- 
dements of the Lord; compare this with Rom. 
15.18 ForT will nor dare to ſpeak of any of 


thoſe things , which Chriſt hath not w rought 
by me, to make the Gentiles obcadient , by 
word + DL decd. 

\ : CH A P. 
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SEXES 


F CHAP, VHEL 

be 

J- | Containing a few Motives, or - Arguments , pro- 

o- | Voking , and encouraging the Saws in their obc- 
| atence, to the Holy Ordinance of Impoſution of 

7Þ hands, F 

e | | 

y | Efore IT conclude, I judge it not unncel- 

[f ſary to offer two , or three Motives , to ftir 

)- up unto obedience the hearts of ſuch , that de- 

£ [fire ta be found ſincere followers of the Lord Je- 

- |fus Chrift , and of the primitive Saints , and to 

. | walk in all the Commandements of the Lord 

i [blameleſly; and to conſider , whether they do * 
t 


not ye ſhort of their duty, and priviledge , 
whilſt they are found in the omiſſion , or neglect 
{ of this precious (though deſpiſed) Ordinance of 
| mpoiitien of hands, 

Brethren , Conſider that you have the holy gg... 
Pattern, or Example of the precious Saints of 
old , to ftir you up, to make adilige:t ſearch 
in the Book of the Law of God, to find out 
whatloever his mind , and will may be con- 
cernirp you; And how glad were the Children 
| of //-ael , when vpen enquiry they found out 
that lons neglected Ordinance , of ſitting in Nehemiat: 

Booths in the Feaſt of Tabernacles ; they did not#: 14» 15» 
tnen contend againſt it, or raiſe up Objections, 16, 17+ 
laying it hath 1 ot been done for many ycars: 

Sarnel , David, Hezchiah , and good foſtah , 
practiſed no ſuch thing , who had glorious light, | 
an : 
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106 Darkneſs, and Confuſion wvanguil;'d, 
and were very great Reformers in their days: 
And we have no immeiiate Viſion , or Miracn: 
lous appearance of God , to revive this Infti- 
tution. A 
We find nothing of this nature ftumb'ed them, |]. 
but as they found it written they ſ-t about the } 
work, and the2e was great joy, They were b 
not like many Souls in our davs, what Qbje- b 
Ctions do they make apg:inft Baptiim* , and 

Laying on of hands ? and ſuch , and ſuch emi- ] 
nent Men ( ſay they) ſee it not , practiſe itnot; } 
'tis not an Inftitution of Jeſus Chriſt ; 1iit were, | 

doubtleſs Mr. ſuch a one ( a learned Mini- 
ſter , and Brother, ſuch a one would be for it as | 
well as any: they are Men of greater light , and | 
greater underſtanding then you , &c. . 'Tis no 
marvel , they are thus beclouded , whilft their 
eyes are fixt on Men in this nature; and in- "< 
ſtead of walking by the perfect light of Gods |.c 
Word , they walk by the light of thoſe that are 

ſo imperfect , and ſubject to go aſtray. | 

Motive 2, Contider that by an univerſal obedience to Je- 
ſus Chrift , you will approve your ſelves to be |; 
his Diſciples indeed, and to be part of the Rem- 
nant of the Womens Seed, Rev. 12, 17. Yea "y 

hereby you will enter alſo into ſtrong , and ſweet 

bands of Alliance, and laſting friendſhi» with 
Joh. 18 14 the Lord Jcſus: You are my Friends (faith he) 
if you do whatſoever I command you ; This 

alſo will add boldneſs to the Saints. Then | 
ſha!l not be aſhamed (faith Davida) when I have - 
a reſpect to all thy Commandements. i 

Motivez, Let the Conſideration of the nature of the Or- 
dinance | 


or, truth #n its primitive purity, IO7 
nance it ſelf, move you to conſider you! 
reat fault, and ne lect herein; 'tis one of the 
eginnirg Principles of Chriſts Doctrine , as 
ou defire that the Church , which you have 
iven up your ſelves, to walk in the order of 
je Goſpel with , bemp knit, and firly framed 
pgether , may grow into a Holy Temple in 
e Lord : Be ſure ſce there is no defect in the 
pundation , take heed it wants nut one Prin- 
le Pillar; and let none preſume to ſpeak ſlight- 
rely of this Inſtitution , leaſt he provoke Je- 

Chriſt th-reby ; 4id he command any thing 
n vain ? and by the 1ame Arguments allo , you 
dvenrure to call oit, or cilallow of ths Prin- 


 fiple; another may do fo by Baptiſme , and 


onſequently by all the ret ; an? io in time 
ods Spir'tual Houie may be made I:ke unto | 


" the literal Teinple, {w:2., not hive one ſtone 


left upon another , which wili not be thrawn 
down. 


Comforter , the Spirit of truth , v-itch the 
Mic21d c-nnot recetve z 'tis entayled to the 
obedient Soul , if we will have the bleſſing , we 
muft be found in our duty ; and how hath God 


crowned this ſervice , as hath been ſhewed wi h 


wonderful manifeſtations thereof ; Nay , and 
conſider what meaſure ſoever God hath been 
pleaſed to give thee of his Spirit , by waiting 
upon him in the uſe of other Ordinances; yet 
this Ordinance of Impoſition of hands , Chi ift 
hath appointed as the Miniftry thereof (rp 
ap* 


Conſider that thoſe bleſſed , and glorious pro- Maiive 4. 
" [miſes , which God hath made oi giving the 


AG SD ee run or a RIS » 
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AFs 10,. Ordinance ? Sure I am, Corxelizs did not | 
4;, 47. fo. Andagain, I Spiritually , and by Fairh d/* 


108 Darkneſs, and Confufion vanqui/h'1, dirt 
er 


baptiſed Believers as ſuch; to every pt'cu ix 
far Inſtirution , there is ſome ſpecial , and pe 
culiar bleſſing annexed , and 'tis ordained 5, _ 
Gods ordinary way for the procuring , or con : 
veyance of it ; as I might largely ſhew , in ref; _ 
ſpect of preaching the Word , Baptiſme , the. 
Lords Supper , Church Cenſures , &c. and thi or” 
like alſo in tnis Laying on of hands ; and thougf 
Ged isnot tyedto this, orthat Ordinance , ye" 
he hath tye@us to the exact obſervation of them: 
He may anticipate his own order , ang give uy 
the Mercy promiſed ( in part) in ſome other W 
way , and yet ought not we to neglect , or ſight” 
our duty , according to the direction of hi %% 
Word. : 
Becauſe I have obtained Faith in ſome other 
way , then Gods uſual , or common way , fof® : 
the begetting of it , ſhall I not therefore hear th"? 
Word preached , for the further infuſing , and in 4 
creaſi-g of it in my heart ? Again becaule I haw® 
"remiſſion of Sins , and other bleſſings, promiſed u*"? 


Baptiſme , before Baptiſed , ſhall | reject thaſ* 


Ly 


J 


Wit 


T. ( 


fced on Jeſus Chrift,, and receive his fleſh whid| itt 
is meat indeed, and his Blood which is drink inf 
deed , ſhall I therefore refuſe the Ordinance?) 
the Lords Supper , which is appointed as thi” 
Miniſtry of his Body , and Blood , God forbid" 
Even ſo in like manner , let none neplect thiſP*< 
appointment , notwithſtanding whatſoever gift] # 
or meaſure of the Holy Spirit they have receiv 
cd, !inceit hath pleaſed the wiſdom of God , 
[: 


or, truth inits primiive parity. 


perpetual Miniftration; deſtroy it not, ſor a 
Iblefſing is in it. | 


FT 4.27, Conſider the great need thou haſt of 5: Motive, 


l [he Holy Spirit, yea and of a further increaſe 
-ofppcreot; though I ſhould grant thou haſt received 
theſ!” 2 Feady 3 for without it none can ſavingly be- 

4p'<v®. nor call Jeſus Lord, ) Yet there isa further 

ul” ie mace unto thee, as thou art a believer 

on *:i::s Chriſt : and what can a poor Saint do 
1witic:i the Spirit? what Temptations doſt thou 
ere with, what Luſts and Corruptions ſtill 
hella 1hou to mortify? and what outward Tri- 

i dJar.cns art thou ( who takeſt upon thee the 

I. ro:efſion of t'e Goſpel ) expoſed unto? Oh! 
therefr.r m ke we of all mens, and particu- 

thedſsriy tis which God injoyns upon thee, that 
e0 thov mat obrain fome further meaſure, and 

. the crei.e of the Spirir of GoJ, 


os worth anc vic f::inefs otthe Holy Spirit z O what 
43 Spiricual profit , and .dvantage do the Saints of 


ha God reccive hereby. 


t 
4, a SV hi ; 
1 < Jes of OHY Ye [AndLog es , we cannot , 1 af ir 07] » 
hill ithout our CyCcs are aneenres with this Eye /aive a 
and O what b: auty ao we hereby ſee and bchold 
"-Filble objects! and what an empty and nothing 
;4)Yorld is this ! when we look through the P:0- 
.pxlÞect Glals of the Spirit o' Goa upon It, 


R:gnte- 


I09 
direct unto it, and hath left it in his Houſe asa 1. 6,.8. 


Laſi!;,Contider the excellent and unjpeakable s.meotive. 


Firſt. *T13 the Holy Spirit that En/z7hrens the x Cor. 2. 


10,11, 12, 
13. 


18, 


a1 Jeſus Chriſt! how are our Souls taken with in- 2 Cor. 3. 


17. 18. 


Secondly ,*Tis the Holy Spirk that revives and Þh; 6.63 
i. : _ . . L here . (V4. 
q Ickens US , and makes us Ve. y.n tre Paths of © g1 2.13, 


> 


Iio Darkneſs, and Confuſion vangqniſh'd, 
Righteouſneſs | 

T hiraly, 'Tis the Spirit that /eads 1 in the wa 
we ſhanld walk, yea au makes them Paths of peas 
ard pleaſantneſs unto our Senls 'tis he that guiars 
Joh. 14 26 5 into all truth, and bri-gc Chrifts words to our 


remembrance | 
Foxrthly, *Tis the Holy Spirit that comfort; 


Joh. 14.16 us when we are caſt down ,'ri;: rom hence we 


Rom. 8,14. 
Pro. 3.17. 


wo. receive all Heavenly < on{olation. 
Fifthlz, 'Tis the Holy Spirit that makes u 
Heb. 4. 2. profit under the Word and me :ns of Grace, *tis 
v7 + 3 that which maketh our Souls to grow ard flourij 
: inthe Courts of the Lords Houſe. 
S:xthly, *Tis the Spirit that helps us to pray, 
kelps our infirmines, and teacheth us what to pray 
Rom.8,26 for, and gives us acceſs ar twe Throne of Grate; 
yea makes /rierceſſion for 15, with groaninos tha 
cannot be uttered. | 
Rom. 8. Seventhly, 'Tis by the Spirit we cry, Abb4 Fil 
rg. 16. they , *tis that which bears witneſs with our Spirits, 
Rom. 8 13 that we are the Children of God, 
_ 2 | Eightly, *Tis by the Hoy Spirit we mortify th 
Gal. $.22, Oceas of the body ; *tis by that we live and ſtand, 
and are Confirmed in Chriſt Jeſus and fſancttfiel 
throvghout. 
1 Cor, 12, N#bly, 'Tis from the Holy Spirit that all hez 
s. 8.9, venly Grace and /pirirzalGifrs do flow; *tis he 
that devides to every man cverally as ve will. 4 
 Tenthly,”Tis the Holy Spirit which is the Ear 
neſt of our Inheritance , and that which gives at 
— of the Purchaſed Poſſeilion unto out 
Souls. © 


Bph. 1.13 Eleventhly, 'Tisthe Holy Spirit by which we art 


ſeal]. 


SD Fon on” mw mmMHm@AKKA©A3A fo Mu —_ 


or, Truth in its primitive purity, I1I 
ſealed to the day of Redewption. 

T welf: bly, *'Tis by the Spirit that we are made 
ſtrong , and are enabled to overcome all Enc- 
mies, anc ſhall be helped to Triumph over 
Death : 'tis by the Spirit we know when our Col. r. 11, 
carthly Houſe is difſolved we have a bailding of 2 £07-5.1. 
God, 4 hox/e v0t 15ade with hards , Eternal 1n the wie, 
Heavens. Theſe things conſidered , let none **' roy 
blame us that we ſo earneſtly Contend for the 
Ho'y © dinance of Prayer with Impoſition of 
Hards, in which God hath promited, and ſo 38s 8.17. 
ſweetly commy-nicated , as through a Conduit 1,4, . .s 
Pipe. ſuch biefſed Water of Life unto ourzg 
Souls, Shall it not trouble our Spirits , when Heb. 5.12. 
Perſons co labour to take away rhe Childrens 


1 Bread from them, or ſpl any of their ſweet 


and Heaveniy Milk upon the ground ? 


EY I ae . 
—I_—_ < _— i». . 


PII 


lt Dalnſs, aadCenfifesFauqnif's, 


CHAP; IX, 


In anſwer ,. and eppoſition n#nto the Concluſion of. 
Ar. Danvers Book, | 


Mr. Danvers Conclu- | Treatiſe, in oppoſetion 


| 
| The Concluſion of thi. 


ſton. ro his, 


Ge us you have had a Eadcr , Thou haſt 
candid Account of ' had a faithful ,and 
the riſe, growth, and pre i impartial Account of 
greſs , of thu rite of Con | the riſe, growth, & pro- 
firmation, or Layt"g on : grels,of this holy,though 
of hanas , from the begin i contemned , Ordinance 


ning to this day , (among5# of [mpoiition of hands, 
all that have owned ut ), from the beginning of 


' with the Authorities up- tne Goſpel Miniftration} 


oz: which it hath been; to this day ; and how aſ- 
. found, and impoſed to- |\ſerted amongſt many 
gether with a gennine Ex-; Perſwaſtons, with the 


amination of the groands, | Authorities upon which 
and reaſons each party it hith. been enjoin- 
have given to juStifie thel ed; together with the 
ſame: And may we not | grounds given by An- 


upon theſe whole , fairly | cient , & Modern Wri-g | 


come to the following Con- j ters , to juſtifie it : And 


clufions ; VIT. from the whole we alſo ]#* 
| may come to theſe fol- 
, lowing Concluſions ;f# 
| (viz.) 


Firſt, 


)1N- 
the 


i Firſt, That there do 


| 70t appear to be the lesft 


| 


02, or an impoſing of | 
hands upcn all the bapti-| 
| zed before they break. 


\ 


;1«n Apoftelical Tradition 


th 


Seriprure precejt , or 
prattice for any ſuch Or- 
dinance of Confirmati- 


bread, or are admitted | 
into Church communion. 


2dly.T hat rhe inll an- 
y 


res produced to prove it 


are umpious lies and for- 
forts. | | 
zdly. That the an- 
Phricc by which it hath | 
then heretofore enjoyned, 
were nothing but Anti- 
thriſtian Canons and de- 
eres. 


4thly. T hat the moſt 


(97 ) 


Fir{t, That there doth 
appear to be full and 
ample ptecept and prac- 
tice from: the Scripture 
for this Ordinance of 
impotirion of hands up- 
on all baptized Belie- 
vers as{uch, before ad- 
mitted unto the Lords 
Table. 

2dly, That the in: 
ftances produced to 
prove it, an Apoſtolical 
Tradition or Inſhitution 
are the (pious ſayings, 
and written verities of 
Chriſts Diſciples. 

zaly. That the av- 
thorities by which ir 
was at firſt enjoyned 
were noneelſe ſaye great 
Jehovah, Father , Son, 
and' Holy Spirit. 


| 


emnent witneſſes and 


Confeſſors that oppoſed 


4thly. That many e- 
minent Writers both 


An. [the Anti-chriſtian »ſur-| antient and of latter 
V r1- pdtions, and innovations | times, have bern their 


And {ve al along witneſſed 
alſo 1241nft , and impugned 
fol: Ps of confirmation(viz) 
»ns 3'Þ* 


Trois 


witneſs for it. 
All which are 
worthy to be minded 


evarians, Done- 


and is alſo cCommengded 
H tiſts ; 


(98) | 
riſes, Waldenſes , - roy 2m conlideration of 
Churches , Wickiiffians,\ thoſe who having re- 
&E, | ' ;ected Infants, and im- 
All which are \ braced believers Bap- 
werthy the ſe rious' conſs- | tiſm, yet do oppoſe: this 
deration of all ſober and | principle that 1s of the 
j::dicions Chriſ tians,and | fame nature with it, and 
are eſpecially  recommen- | annexed to it with theſe 
cdcd to them, who having | followings @iberttaw 
+ tted Infan;s 2nd im-| offs 20-014 
bre.ced.veluvers V aptiſm| Firſt, That it is moſ 
de yet cliave to this | manifeſt that thoſc 
exattice with 7 jhefe fol-| Popes Counſels, and 
lowing oþſcyvat ons, viz. Fathers, that have cor- 


Firſt, Th#iit v5 mcſt! rupted, polluted, and 


m&nij ct rat theſe Popes | changed the holy Ordi- 
Ceun ſels, and Fathers, nance of Baptiſm, an 


that ave enjayncd ard; the Lords Supper did' 


impoſed Infants ſprink: ; alſo change, alter, and 
ling fur a Sacrament, or | corrupt this of unpoſizi- 
an oraimmaziee of Chriſt i on of Hands. 


haVe enjoynes this alfo} 2dly, That though 


asJuch, j the principle Argu-| 


_ 2diy. That the.pria-| ments that the Church 
cipal arzummnts that | of Rome, and ethers 
have been pretended for \ who have drunk of the 
the-one have been wrged | Whores cup do bring 
ana pleaded for the otber | to defend the rite called 
alſo, (viz) Apeſtolical | confirmation, is humane 
7 raattion. aid. pretend: \ Tradition;and far ferch- 

ed infere:;ccs aud conſe- \ed tonſequences , from 

| | quence, 

8 


- 
4 +: 


Fy 


quruces from Seripture. 


z3dly; That the fas 
| mous Churches aud corte 


feſfors, that have oppt- 
fed Infatits ſprivkiihig 45 
ſuperſtitious, Popeſhi ani 
Anti-chriſtian h#vs uy- 
#n the ſame accourt oppo- 
'ſrd'this alſo. 

athly. : 1h: tit ' doth” 
108 appear that aiiy bap- 
tized Chiirch of Veople, 
fad ever in any Age or 
Country own fac a prin- 
ciple, of prattice 'to this 
day, except ſore in *this 
Nation” m theſe late 
ones, | 


Pa 


H 
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I 


| 


' the Scripture, + et there 
'1S plain Scripture- 
: proof for the holy In- 
{titurion of Impoſitien 
of hands upon baptized 
Believers, + _ 
z34ly. That many 
godly perſons in ſeve- 
ral ages have oppoſed 
and rejected Populh lay- 
ing- on' of' hands upon 
the ſame account that 
we rje&- Popiſh b p- 
tifm, and not otherwiſe, 
* qthly: That it doth 
not appear that any 
baptized Church in any 
Nation or . Countrey, 
have denyed impoſition. 


Baptized, as ſuch to be 
an Iriftitution of Jeſus - 


Chrif, nor ever writ a- 
| gainſt it, as ſome in this 
| 


_ | Nation have done, (no: 


ways for. their credit 
nor honour of the 
Goſpel. ) 


it may be inquired what 


ground and reaſon our ' 


2 brethren 


of hands upon believers. 


Theſe things being ſo | 


3 —_ 
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—” _ 
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( 160 ) 
brethren in this Nation 
had at firft , or have to 
this day to deny and 
oppoſe this Holy and 


appoimment 'of | the 


Mr. D. ſaith, It may well be enquired if this 


be ſo novel a thing amongft the Baptiſts, how 
came thoſe. in this Country ſo to rece.,ve and 


practice it as hath been aſſerted. 5 hh 


4 Anſ May it not as well be inquired how fo 
novel a thing as the dipping Believers in Water,, 
| (as the Church of Rome, and: England, nay Pref 


byteriansand {ome of the Independants ſay it 1s) 
came in this Count y to be received and practiced 
contrary to almo!'t all Countryes whether Latine 
or Greek 1! hurches, ec, Since 'Lis manifeſt that 
the di-ping believers is as novel almoſt, ir being 
practiced but few years before impoſition of 
hands was received in this Nation. 


Bur if he would be informed how this novel 
thing as he calls it (though of more then ſixteen 
hundred years ſtanding) came to be received and 
practiced in, Fng/and; 1 mult tell him, it come 
to paſs'throughcbe glorious light of the Goſpel 
rhatGod in his infinite grace hath afforded to this 

w_ ro — Nation, 


Divine Iuftitution and. 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . 


! 


AS ara bs 


_.f101) 
| Nation, which he has not done in ſuch a glorious 
| manner to many beſides 1t + God gradually dif- 
, Covers himſelf and rhe blefed ordinances, and 

order of his houſe among us. And is this a good 


it has but of late times been found out amongſt us 
| in this Country, ſure I am this he muſt reje&, or 
| \ kewill hurt himſelf in other caſes,alas weare yet 
| bur a coming out of Babylon. ; 


And now as touching the Narrative he gives of 
one Mr. Cornwell (a greater aſſerter of laying on 
of hands / as he calls him) and of his Preaching 
inthe $ pittle in Biſhopſ, gate-ſtreet, London, 1 646. 


informed by one that was alſo an eye and car 
witneſs) ts true, and ſome things falſe. Hewever 
itwas, [ſhall leave it ts ſuch whom ir more eſpe- 
ually concerns, who happily as occaſion may 
erye hereafter, may ſpeak particularly to it. 


hq which 


- 


| But ſhould we grant what he ſays to be true, 
| -- 


Argument orexcept!on againtt this appointment, 
becauſe. the holy an4 primitive uſe and praRtice of 


were not Babes in Chriſt, nor had communion with the world be- | 
God, cc.) Iam not able to ſpeak to the tranſatti- /teve was the | 
ons or management of thoſe affairs, nor is Mr. very firſt 
'D. himſelf upon his own knowledge, 'tis evident 7:/e or vegin- | 
by his writing, he makes report of it as he recei- 177 of this 
red it from another Perſon, and ſome things as pr4CZ:ce 
rouching matter of fat, which he aſſerts (I am #5 Nation, 


7,4 


[i 


| 
| 
| 


from Heb.6.1, 2. from whence he did infer (as ho This Mr.D. | 
[*Ys) that thoſe that were not under this principle, would make | 


} 
| 


—— 


—_—_—— _— 


(102 ) 
whi. h that Brother, or Brethrenhe mentions did 
ſpeak , at, or Writc inthe caſe, yet it ſeems 
ftrange, that Mr. D, ſhould be ſo diſingenious 
and iencorious, as to charge all the Brethen and 
Congregations that are under Impoſition of hands 
with the human frailties,and unwarrantable ſeve- 
rity of thoſe perſons, ſince ſ6 many Brethren and 
Churches were not privy to it,no, nor are of the 
ſame opinion(if all thar is ſaid of them be true)Be- 


ſides he is the more to be blamed tecauſc he ſeems | 


to take it for granted that, that which he ſpeaks 
concerning Mr. Cornwel,,and of that Mecting was 
the beginning of.the prattice of impoſition of 
hands in this Nation ( and as if there was no 
©hurch nor Brethren under the practice of it 
before that time,from whom others might receive 
ar come under the practice thereof , bur that all 


Churches muſt n-eds receive it from that particus} 


lar Perſon, or People he cites) which-1s utterly 
denyed, for there was more then one Church be- 
fore that time inthe pra*tice of it : Nay; and as 
I av informed by an eminent Brother , who had 
a *uil knowledge of that buſineſs thoſe very 
people who at that time ſeparared {from ſuch of 
their Brethren, who were hard1ed and believed 
not but fpakeevil of this ap>2intment before the 
Multitude. ſaying it was 2 doftrin? of Devils, 


er! 
Or 
fur 
tha 
| thi 
of 


are 


&c ) thortly after joyne rhem{elves with a 
Conzrezation in Lodon, that were before them 
inthe praTi e thereof and 01e with a Congregr 
tn meeting at 4 pp ngrer 11 Kent, 

F UT 
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But to proceed preſuppoie about the time water 
Baptiim or dipping Believers,was firſt ſet on foot 
or brought in theſe latter times into this Nation, 


that ſome people who walked with an 7ndeper- 
Gant Congregation ſhonld be canvinced of their 


guty in baptitm, and through weakneſs, and an 
over heated zeal ſhould a& irregularly in their 
ſeparation from the people they were in commu- 
nion with, would you judge it fair for a Man to 
charge all baptized Chriftians and Congrepati- 


| ons after this manner, v4z. The principle, namely 


Baptiſm 3s founacd in groſs ithorance, and again 
the pronciple appears 10s more erronious then the 
prattice of it , corrupt and vicious , Viz, to make 
4 ſeparation from the Church upon it , which are 
your own words,upon theaccount of theattings of 
thoſe particular brethren you mention about im- 
pofition of hands, 

| Sir weareſenlible 'tis poſſible for good Men to 
err in an uncharitable & raſh cenſuring of others, 
or cl{c what ſhould we ſay of our opponent , and 
further I am willing to let you know [ am not of 


that mind (nor none among us that | know of )to 
think all ſuch, who through ignorance lye ſhort 


of their duty concerning impoſition of hands, 
are not babes in Chriſt , nor have communion 
with God;we utterly difown ſuch concluſions, to 
think that adoption, avd communion with God 
depends upon any external a&t done , Men may 
Idolize Ordinances; and lay greater ftreſs upon 
them then they ought , but I need not rell you 
there are two cxtreams in the World and if our 
| = i: brethren 


| 
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Erethron have erred onthe one hand , certain I 
am ycu have erred on the other,for if they lay 100 
great a ſtreſs upon jt, you on the contrary hand 
tread upon it deſpiſe and contemn it & though we 


readily grant that adoption and communiaen with 


God, dothnot depend upon any external a* done, 
yet doth Evangelical obedience in a Scripture 
ſence demonſtrate our Son-ſhip, and that we have 


an intereſt in the Lord Jelus. He that hath my 


Commandmonts and keepeth them he it is that loveth 
me, &c John 14.21. And again, if any man lo 
weth me he will keep my words » ver. 22,23 And 


hereby we know, that we know him, if we hep bis” 


commandments, and he that ſaith I know him and 
keepeth net his commandements, is alyar, :nd ihe 
truth is not in Him, 1 John 2, 3. 4. But finally 
I find you ftill a crying out againſt your brethren 
for their unnatural and undue ſeparation (as you 


call it.) - 


Ar. 1 demand of you fince youare ſo exceed- 
insly troubled, and make tuch avo about jepara- 
tion, wherher no ſeparation is lawful , have no: 
you and others formerly affirmed, and in Prin: ja- 
bour'd to prove chat feparation was no Schiim, 
and have not you ſeparated from your brethren, 
and do you nt vindicate ſeperation upen the 
ac: ount of baptiim, ina late Treatiſe in an{wer to 
Mr. Wills (which we minded before ) If fome 
ſepe ation may have Gods warranty for it , this 
may, for any thing that you, or any other _ 

al 


| 


- 


| 
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ſaid to diſprove it , for that ſeperation upon the 
account of this holy inſtitution has been aſſerted 
lawtul in Print by Mr. Griffith, Mr. Rider and 
others you can't be ignorant, which you nor 
none elſe have ever yet refuted. 


But as concerning this undue ſeperation ( fo 
termed) you fay you hear ſome of eminency have 
lately had their convitions as to plead rctorma- 
tion therein with their brethren, who you mean 
1 know not, but ſad it is, that men ſhould decline 
in their teftimony,and make a fundamental princi- 
ple of Chriſts doarine : yea, that which in their 
own underſtandings is ſo little better then a meer 
nullity. Sure I am what ſuch do with one hand, 
they undo with another, and I expect to hear of 
their ſtepping one ſtep Jower, e're it be long, for | 
perceive were the bounds of their Communion 
wil -n a ſhort time center. if they recover not them 
ſelves 'rom whence tbey are fallen. Bur truly I 
am fatiſhed the day is near when light ſhall fo 
break forth» that all the darkneſs and error of tuch 
hitter oppoſition againſt an o:dinance of the Lord 
ſe{us, ſhall be totally vanquiſhed , and the earth 
ſhall be ſ@ calightned with the glory of Goi.and 
truch ſo break forth out of obſcurity, that diviſi- 
on. an4 all diſcord ſhall ceaſe . that we fhall all 
ſerve the Lord with one conſent, which is the 
breathings and longings of our Souls, however we 
may be repreſented and fencured by cur brethren. 
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Poſtſcript. 


E Mr. Danvers or others ſhonld Took 
upon themſelves concerned ro mike 
tacther reply co whar has been 1atd 
in the defence and vindication of this 
O:dinance, it is deficed thar he'would make 
jt part of his bafineſs to anſwer thoſe 6- 
ther Books formerly written upon the (am 2 
account in the. proof hereof, or elſe we 
ſhall judg! he does ſcarce the tenrb pare 

_ ofthis work. Burt we hops he, and they 
will be better advis'd , all circymiances 
conſgldeted, | 


ERRATA. 
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| ERRATA 


Eader, by reaſon the Authors oceaſj- 
ons would not permit him to attend 
the Preſs, there has many faults 
eſcaped, ſome of which 'rend to the 
ſpoiling of the ſence as alſs many ftops are mi(- 
| Placed, which as thou meeteſt with them, thouart | 
delired, to amend with thy Pen, ſome of them » 
are here marked, 
| - | Page 4. line 33. for proved read proceed, p:11, 
! 1. 29, for ther, my, p. 12.1. 5,addtoall, p. 13. 
| 1. 10. fer tor, ſee, p, 21. 1. 14. for imitating r, 
| imitation, p, 28. 1. 31. blor out (the) I. 33. blor 
j out(the)P. 33. I. 5. for ſite r, fave P. 37.r: this 
| only as the chiefthing, p. 44. 1. 15. for it isr.is it, 
' ÞP. 43-1. 30. blot out (to) p.66.1.7. blot our (and) 
p. 65. inthe Margent for meer r. meet, P. 68.1.2g 
for ſomm r. ſum, p. 70. 1. 22. for ſound r. found, 
' P. 76.1. 11. for very r. the, p. 81.1. g.r. (lightit, | 
| Þ. 85. |. 2. tor infinite r. infinitely, p. 89. 1. 13, 
| forwreſtersr. wteſt, p, 89.1 15. or underſtands 
r. underſtandings, p. 103.1.4. add but (what)they 
p. 108. 1.8. r, in this (of laying on of hands ) 
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ooOks R_ for and ſold by | 
Benjamin Barris ,- at his 
SNOP 1N Swithins Rents, | 
| near the Royal Exchange in. 


 Cornhill. 
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Ar with the Devil: Or rhe Young - 
Mans Confli& with the Powers of 
'rhneſs. In z Dialogue, diſcovering the 
£ 1ption ard vanity ot Youth, the horri- 
\ atyre of Sin, and deplorable cendition 
al 1I.n Many alto a Definition , Power, 
{Role of Chnblence; and the true Na- : 
þ of erue Converſion, To which is ads 
an Apptndix, contataing a Dialſogu: 
re nanOid Apoſtare, enda Young Pro- 
s » pric* bonnd 1 v. 
Aa 2:3ble of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
an Expcfition of the firſt thirteen ver. 
ot the 257. Chapter of Matthew, By 
7, Kaowls, in Oftavo, price bound I 5 
CV: BO the Life, or ſome Meditations 
n lovirg and waſhing in the blood of 


Chri{t, 
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Chriſt, together with a tuft of Goſpel pro 
| miſes, a5 the Churches ſtock, or the Belte 
| v:rs Pattimony, by Richard 34ayhew , pric 
 boundrts. 

| -Darkneſs Vanquiſhed, or Tritth tn it" 
primitive Puricy, being an Anſwer to 8 Ki 
Boek of Mr. Dazwere, enticuled a Treari 
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of laying on of hands, in Octavo , pric 


bound 1 5.5 
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